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From Origins to Brilliant: Before the Publication of Eighty Years of Music
Archaeology in China

EF4

Wang Zichu

RERE. FALHFETE, XUEKERE, RRFHEH, RAW “£F
¥7 , EHRHEIERBNAR, 0L, UABIENEMNEREEZHIA
FoE, TELE¥EETAFARANARL, RETEFH KM, 1930~1931
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AREHFEFFVNER, REGHHN . 24— ST REFRARBBARERX
MAEHERYE, FLEFEIHRIRMNARNEERE., HLYELEXREHFLSR
Bt RESHESL LN, REFYEFRLEEFHATREE K, FL¥
REAP —ZIAXERCENTRLE EFHRNFTARR, 5IAFEFREFR
WRHMA, PEFEAESFXITFENEN, AREARE LHELHA,

X PEFAEEE; MM FLHA

Abstract: Music Archaeology in China has rich cultural heritage and the achievements
have attracted worldwide attention. "Epigraphy" of the Song Dynasty had been involved in
the study of unearthed ancient instrument. In the early 20th century, modern archaeology
that was based on excavations appeared in China. Wang Guowei and other scholars have
made remarkable achievements in the study of Shang and Zhou bronze chime-bells. Between
1930 and 1931, Liu Bannong studied the sound detection for the ancient musical instruments
of the Palace of Qing and the Temple of Heaven, which marked the emergence of the dawn
of music archaeology. The prosperity of Chinese modern field archaeology made the music
historians, Yang Yinliu, Li Chunyi, et.al recognize the limitations of relying solely on the

ancient literature of History, and the historical data of archaeology as an important basis for
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their research. A large number of ancient musical instruments of Tomb of Zeng Houyi in
Hubei are unearthed that is regarded as a miracle in the history of music archaeology, and
it promotes Chinese music archaeology dramatic leap. A series of fruitful music archaeology
research on Tomb of Zeng Houyi leads an upsurge of Chinese music historians. As a yoﬁng
discipline, Chinese music archaeology has finally ushered the golden age in the history of the

development.

Keywords: Music Archaeology in China; Origin; Golden Period
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