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Forword |

Since architecture came into being, it has established an inseparable qualitative
relationship with a specific region. Regionalism is one of the basic attributes of architecture
and refers to a relationship in which architecture depends on and matches the natural
environment, economy and technology as well as the social culture of its region. China
covers a vast area of land and stretches across three climatic zones, the Tropical Zone,
the Temperate Zone and the Frigid Zone, with severe cold regions and cold regions
taking up two thirds of China's total land area. Special climatic conditions are an important
factor that affects the development of regional architecture in such regions. Cold region
architecture has distinct regional features, looking stout, rustic and rough, compared
with graceful, bright and lightweight Lingnan architecture. For a long time, backward
economy and technology and limited exchange with foreign countries severely affected
the development of regional architecture in cold regions. What's worse, since the 21st
century, the shock brought about by globalization has placed cold region architecture at
risk of losing its regional styles.

Mr. Mei Hongyuan has unswervingly stuck to working on the black soil and actively
explored the historical evolution and theoretical innovation of cold region architecture
for more than thirty years. This book is a fruitful result of his years of arduous creative
career through cold region architecture and it contains valuable theories and practices,
accompanied by illustrations. Mr. Mei Hongyuan has put forward“Cold Region
Architectural Creation Theory under Adaptability and Moderation Concepts” and “Rational
Innovation of Regional Architecture Based on Authenticity, Harmony and Appropriateness”,
which have perfectly embodied regional adaptability and led to an entirely new dimension
of theoretical system about contemporary architectural creation in cold regions of China.
The architectural works with significant spirit of the times and distinct regional features
that Mr. Mei Hongyuan and his team have created over the years have made me feel the
vibrant vitality and appeal of cold region architecture.

| have known Mr. Mei Hongyuan for many years. We both shoulder important
responsibilities and mainly do teaching, research and creative work in our respective
architecture colleges and architectural design and research institutes, and what is different
is that we work in different regional environments, he working in the Northeast Region and
| working in the Lingnan Region. Even though we are faced with quite different climatic
environments and regional conditions, we have the same regional architectural creative
concepts. Mr. Mei Hongyuan is vigorous and full of extraordinary energy. He has a precise
attitude and a truth-seeking spirit unique to HIT's staff members. In recent years, he has
led the College of Architecture of HIT to obtain impressive achievements in all aspects
and set a good example for all of us. | am deeply impressed with his rational thinking
about architectural development in cold regions. Besides expressing our congratulations,
we expect that Mr. Mei Hongyuan and his team will obtain greater achievements in future
research and innovative work in cold region architecture.

| hereby present this foreword.

He Jingtang
Academician of Chinese Academy of Engineering
Professor of South China University of Technology
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Forword |l

Wenn ich Uber Prof. Mei Hongyuan &uBere, den ich 2011 an seiner Hochschule
in Harbin personlich kennengelernte, so reflektiere ich die Begegnungen mit ihm
als Kollege, der sich mir in mehreren Ebenen erschlieBt:

Souveran im Auftreten; dabei aber nicht in erster Linie bemiht um férmliche
Korrektheit mit der positiven Ausstrahlung des freundlichen Gastgebers, der sich
dem Besucher als Person und Leiter seiner Institution und Gber seine Arbeit mitteilt
und der diesem seine Wertschatzung erfahren lasst.

in der aktuellen fachlichen Auseinandersetzung ist er orientiert an der Be-
deutung des anderen Umgangs mit Ressourcen-speziell mit Energie. Zwar
wurde dieses GroBthema von offiziellen Seiten zur politischen Vorgabe in den
vergangenen Jahren und ist nun auch im Alltag Chinas' als Thema mit hoher
Prioritat angekommen. Aber: Im Unterschied zur bisher tblichen Praxis macht er
das Anliegen konkret aus seiner Rolle als Architekt fur den groBen Bereich des
Planens, Bauens und Betriebens von Hausern was den Energiehaushalt angeht,
neue ressourcenschonende Strategien umfassend zu entwickeln, die weit Uber
reine Fachdiskussion hinaus gehen. Und er versteht es, seine Autoritat und seine
Handlungsmdglichkeiten als Institutsleiter und Dekan dafir einzusetzen.

Er realisiert als Bauherr in Harbin ein einschlagiges Institutsgebaude fir das
Bauen in kalten Regionen, das als Beispiel aufzeigen soll, wie durch gezielt auf das
Thema entwickelte Architektur entsprechende bauliche MaBnahmen direkt und
unmittelbar wirksam werden und welchen funktionalen und gestalterischen Beitrag
heute verfugbare Technologie leisten kann: Zur Einsparung fossiler Energie, zur
Reduktion von Warmeverlusten und zur Gewinnung von Strom, Warme und Tages-
licht aus Solarenergie. Dies geschieht also am konkreten Beispiel, wo sowohl der
Strand der Technik gezeigt werden kann als auch Gelegenheit zum Experiment im
MaBstab 1:1 gegeben ist. So ist neben der Demonstration auch Gelegenheit fur die
moderne Weiterentwicklung der Forschung fur die Fakultat fr Architektur in Harbin
gegeben.

Ich treue mich Uber dieses Engagement in diesem so wichtigen Sektor der
baulichen Kultur und wiinsche Prof. Mei weiter hin viel Erfolg.

Thomas Herzog
Dr. (Univ. Rom), Dr. h.c.
Prof. EoE TU Mlnchen
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Forword il
Let Architecture Grow in the Cold Regions of Northeast China

How time flies! Looking back, | suddenly realize that | have been engaged in
architectural creation in the cold regions of Northeast China for over 30 years. The vibrant
land has contributed to my lifelong creative career that | have love deeply and offered
me inexhaustible inspiration. Over the years, | have been trying to compile all my creative
experiences into a book, the experiences that constantly become the past always bring
me new thinking and feeling. That | was talking about “compiling” the book with my
students for the first time 4 years ago seemed as if it happened yesterday. That year,
Zhuang Weimin, Zhou Kai and me were appraised as Design Masters of China, which
means major responsibilities to me and constantly gives me an impetus to reflect on and
enlighten myself. In early 2009, | participated in a seminar on Return to the Objective
View of Architectural Creation jointly organized by the Architectural Society of China and
BIAD Media, and at the seminar, the academicians and master architects in the Chinese
architectural sector summarized the development course of China’s architectural creation
and the failures and achievements involved in the past 60 years since the founding of
new China. The common voice at the seminar was that in the situation where architecture
developed very rapidly in China, it was necessary to reflect upon the past and calmly think
about the architectural theories and creation deeply rooted in mainland China and based
on China’s actual situation. In early 2010, constant speculation on the architectural creation
in the cold regions of Northeast China prompted me to once again put the compilation of
the book on the agenda and it will go to press soon.

Looking back on more than 30 years of architectural career, | realize that it is the
rich and inclusive humane temperament of the cold regions of Northeast China and the
precise, and factualistic academic spirit of School of Architecture of HIT that have made
me stick to rationality in my architectural career all the time. In 1978, | came back from
the black soil where | was sent down to live and work with peasants as educated youth
and entered the Department of Architecture of Harbin Architectural and Civil Engineering
College, which symbolized my lifelong good luck as an architectural practitioner. | was
blessed to have young and talented Ms. Cheng Youling as my induction mentor, who
made me feel the incredibly enormous passion brought to life by architecture and firmly
believe that architecture was the greatest choice in my life. Looking back over the four

years of college life, | benefited a lot from the careful guidance of these famous teachers



and seniors: Mr. Chang Huaisheng, Mr. Zhang Jiaji, Mr. Mei Jikui, Mr. Hou Youbin, and
Mr. Deng Linhan, etc. And it is their instructions that have laid a good foundation for my
future growth and development. Their simple, unadorned, rational and rigorous style has a
profound influence on my life. After graduation from the college, | was lucky to be taught
by Mr. Deng Linhan, a renowned exhibition architecture expert in the construction industry
and benefited a great deal from the three years' study as a post graduate. My tutor’
particular attention to architectural creation has deeply influenced me. In the fall of 1987, as
the youngest member of the Chinese architect delegation, | went to Hungary and Russia
(former USSR) for visit and investigation. | was deeply impressed with the industrialized
scenarios and rational architectural expression demonstrated by modern Eastern
European buildings. After returning to China, as a bid winner, | instructed the planning of
the new campus of my alma mater, during which | was honored to have opportunities to
report my design scheme to Mr. Dai Nianci, Vice Minister of the Ministry of Construction at
that time, and listened to his rigorous and pragmatic teachings several times, which are still
vivid in my mind. In the winter of 1987, because of the need of new campus construction,
| transferred from my teaching post in the Department of Architecture to the Architectural
Design and Research Institute and began to work as a professional architect. Looking
back over the past 20 years since | stopped specialty teaching and began architectural
creation work in the Architectural Design and Research Institute, | have gone through a
lot. From the very beginning, when | devoted myself to “crazy” creation to the period of
time when | calmed down and stayed in America for study and reflection, then to the mid-
1990s, since when | have been the president of the Architectural Design and Research
Institute for 18 years. | have been engaged in creation while doing the management work,
which has brought me a lot of feelings. However, my commitment to architectural creation
in the cold regions of Northeast China has remained unchanged for more than 30 years
and the strongest desire in my mind is to allow architecture proudly “grow” in the fertile soil
in the cold regions of Northeast China.

Over the years, with the “cold regions of Northeast China" as the environmental
background of regional architectural research and creation, | have always hoped to
set aside the arguments over narrow contextual symbols and understand and interpret

them by returning the architectural creation in such regions to its originality. Climate is the



most direct regional factor reflected in architecture and only by adapting to the climatic
conditions in its region and skillfully blending with the natural environment, can architecture
create a livable space and an architectural form with distinct regional features. The frozen
and snow-covered land and freezing cold in long winters in the Northeast China have
endowed the region with a unique scene, with architectural forms showing distinct regional
characteristics of “group layout against wind and cold, monomer composition featuring
agglomeration and contraction, spatial response seeking advantages and avoiding
disadvantages.” The works of Alvar Aalto, a modern Finnish master architect, has given
me some profound inspirations not only because of the fact that cold regions of Northeast
China and Northern Europe have the same cold climate but because of the humanistic
care, the relationships between architecture and the environment and the great exploration
and practice in terms of architectural form and people's psychological feelings embodied
in his works, which has allowed me to deeply feel the strong plasticity and vitality of
architecture in cold regions. In my architectural creation, | respond to the regional features
unique to the cold regions of Northeast China by means of “authenticity-based aesthetic
concept, harmony-based environmental concept and appropriateness-based technical
concept”, hoping to create architecture deeply rooted in the earth like a vibrant life body
in order to make people feel the breath of life shooting up out of the earth-born in the cold
regions, full of vitality and thriving in the sunlight proudly.

Nowadays, the physical environment of architectural creation in the cold regions
of Northeast China has changed greatly and multi-cultural blend and the support of
advanced technologies offer us possibilities to create more splendid works than ever. We
should truly include the current global view in the architectural creation in the northeast
region to extend from narrow ideology to broad scientific dimensions, strengthen
exchange and blend with other disciplines, more importantly reinforce the significant pull
effect of technology on regional architectural creation and establish aesthetic language
that can reflect the features of the times. Additionally, it is equally important to establish
an open and inclusive scientific research and innovation platform that can help the
sustainable development of architecture in the cold regions of Northeast China. In early
2010, due to the development of the discipline Architecture of HIT, | was appointed as
president of both the Architectural Design and Research Institute and the School of



Architecture. Ever since, | have always hoped to try my best to make more contributions
the prosperity of architecture in the cold regions of Northeast China. Taking advantage
of HIT's good international exchange opportunities, both the school and the design
institute have adopted the policy of “attracting talents externally and reinforcing cohesion
internally” in recent years, which has enabled us to gradually break free from the barrier
to architectural development. The strategy of “internationalization-oriented and the school
and the institute integrated school running mode” has formed a production, teaching and
research pattern featuring shared resources, complementary advantages and powerful
combination, which helps jointly solve key technical issues faced by cold region cities in
terms of architectural development using the tremendous innovative force of the school
and the institute. These solid footprints have gradually made the educational foundation
for the architectural development in the cold regions of Northeast China more and more
compact and allowed more architectural talents thrive here, which is a guarantee for the
sound development of architecture in the cold regions of Northeast China.

In the past 20 years, the theoretical study and innovative practice concerning
architecture in the cold regions of Northeast China have helped me cultivate about a
hundred PhD students and postgraduates. They have been making unremitting efforts
around this proposition with me. The design projects and academic papers included in
this book can reflect my speculation and exploration in recent years and the wisdom and
sweats of my design team. | am touched by those architects who work on the black soil
in the cold regions unswervingly like me and | would like to cheer for them. | firmly believe
that those regional architectural arts that are truly rooted in the earth and touch people’s
hearts are from an ordinary state of mind involved in creation and they are calmness and
tranquility after all superficialities being wiped out and rich accumulation of an arduous
architectural creative journey.

Mei Hongyuan
March 3¢, 2012 in Harbin
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