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Education of Japanese Latinos in Japanese Elementary Schools

Yumiko ONO

After the revision of the Immigration Law, the number of persons of Japanese descent who
have entered the country seeking employment has swelled. Due to the fact that many of them
reside in Japan with their families, many South American children of Japanese descent are
enrolling in Japan’s compulsory education level schools. Even though they are of Japanese
descent, this large scale enrollment of children who were brought up with different cultures and
languages in Japan’s elementary and junior high schools is a situation that schooling in Japan
has never experienced. It is easy to surmise that this unforeseen “internationalization of
education” has brought about much confusion in the educational scene of our country which had
come to be distinguished as uniform and homogenous. However, on the other hand, the fact that
the existence of these South American children of Japanese descent is not only inevitable in an
international society, but also it should not be overlooked that it may provide a unique
opportunity for us Japanese to foster an attitude towards heterogeneity and diversity.

In this paper, the author explored the capacity of schooling to cope with internationalization
by going through an analysis of the aspect of education being besieged by foreign children,
particularly those of Japanese descent, from as many sides as possible.
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