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Abstract

In recent years, students’ diversified needs and raised consciousness in
the field of higher education have aroused universal concern of the society.
Learning freedom is an important right that university students shall enjoy.
It is an integral part of university students’ rights to receive education and
study. Meanwhile, learning freedom implies academic freedom, by which
university students can convey their personal willingness by behaviors. In
addition, it is an outward manifestation of these students’ personal demands
and interest. Learning freedom not only has comparatively more abundant
connotation, but also covers multiple significant aspects of senior high
schools’ teaching and management. This paper aims to summarize and
analyze undergraduates’ learning freedom in our country’s research
universities and protection of such freedom.

University students’ learning freedom mainly includes selection of
schools, teachers, courses and teaching schedules, etc. The learning
freedom 1is not only restricted by external government, society, universities
and teachers, but also constrained by learners’ immaturity. Thus, the
relationships between selection and acceptance, freedom and order, as well
as right and responsibility shall be well handled at the time of exercising the
right of learning freedom.

The thoughts and practices of learning freedom have far-reaching
influence upon Western universities’ management of teaching and students.
Learning freedom derived from German universities in the 19" century.
Afterwards, this idea was accepted by American universities which firstly
applied elective and credit systems to institutionalize the learning freedom.
This signified that universities transferred from dealing with external

intervention to paying attention to internal teaching practices in terms of
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I Abstract

learning freedom.

After years of accumulation, available resources have been relatively
more sufficient in our country’s research universities. Over the past thirty
years, reforms of credit system and teaching management have made
preparations from the perspective of management system, while certain
realistic foundations have been laid for the learning freedom. After analysis,
survey and interview, this paper concludes that there are some primary
factors hindering the learning freedom of students in our country’s research
universities as follows. The unclear legal relation between senior higher
schools and university students affects the learning freedom to gain support
from laws and jurisprudence as a right. Secondly, universities’ over early
determination of majors and difficulties in transforming majors significantly
restrict students’ learning freedom. Finally, universities’ curricular resources
are still not abundant enough and the proportion of elective courses is low,
while there still exist shortcomings in university students’ selection capability
in learning, consciousness of responsibility and academic advising.

Undergraduates’ learning freedom is mainly safeguarded and realized
through institutions, materials and concepts in American research
universities. Among which, institutional security involves proper credit and
elective system, flexible educational system as well as relatively more free
credit transfer system and academic tutorial system. Moreover, the
guarantee of concept refers to the correspondence of teaching freedom to
learning freedom and students’ pursuit as well as responsibility of learning
freedom.

Approaches to promote undergraduates’ learning freedom in our
country’s research universities are as follows. At first, the legal relationship
between senior high schools and students shall be specified, including
abandoning and reforming the theory of special power relation,
appropriately applying legal reservation principles, referring to the concept
of “common welfare” and preventing the generalization of the learning
freedom. Secondly, the curricula and teaching management system need to

be reformed in universities, namely to construct “ large professional
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platform” , realize “ delayed selection” , adjust the curricular structure to
attain a proper proportion and perfect elective and credit system to realize
full selection. Thirdly, efforts shall be made to transform the thoughts of
universities, teachers and students, including establishment of universities’
concept as “servers” , transformation of teachers’ role as “promoters” and
students’ rise of consciousness as “selectors” .

This article was comprised of seven chapters. Chapter 1 is the
introduction part, including the research background, the problematic
issues, the pedagogy and literature reviews about the freedom of study.
Chapter 2 made the overall statement about the connotations, contents of
the freedom study, the logical basis and several contradictory points.
Chapter 3 introduced the development of freedom of study, and the
necessity and feasibility of current university students to enjoy the freedom
of study in China. Chapter 4 focused on the status quo of the student’s
study freedom in colleges and universities in current Chinese society, which
included the freedom of options in schools, majors, and courses, etc. in
addition, the practical actions in other kind of free study and the
institutional guarantees. Chapter 5 will offer some results analysis about the
investigations and interviews on the student’s freedom of study in the
current Chinese universities. In chapter 6 the comparison were made
mainly between universities in US and China in order to introduce the
developed western educational systems concerning the freedom of study.
The last part, chapter 7 concentrated in the guaranteed strategies for the
freedom of study which included Standard of university and student legal
relationship, innovation of university curriculum and teaching management
system, and promoting the perceptions change of the teachers’ and

students’.

Key Words: learning freedom; curriculum selection; selection of

major; elective system.
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