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It seems safe to say that the relationship between architecture
and society is something that we have never stopped discussing.
Recently, however, there has been a remarkable intensification
in the way that architects are rethinking what they themselves
can do as individuals, and how they can contribute to society.
This issue features simple and small examples of how
architecture can contribute to realizing the sustainable society
of the future. The featured works include a house with thick
cobwork walls made of a mixture of clay and straw (Switzerland);
a mountain hut of in-situ concrete built with formwork from old
exterior paneling (Switzerland); a reconstructed boathouse with
interior walls and window frames of discarded lumber (Norway);
a weekend house originally built in the 15th century and
converted several times for different uses (Italy); an extension

to a 200-year-old wine cellar (Austria); a house renovated by the
clients themselves for four years (Belgium); bamboo sleeping
units for orphans (Thailand), and so on. The issue also features
five energy-efficient houses, including two experimental
university research projects.

Rotor, a collective of young Belgian researchers who investigate
design, material resources, and waste, contributed an essay

for this issue. It introduces the concept of C2C popularized by
the book Cradle to Cradle by William McDonough and Michael
Braungart, which holds that waste can be eliminated by proper
design. It examines the case of standard plasterboard, which was
recently certified as a C2C product. (atu)
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This project is a response to very specific conditions. Its basis is
the recovery of existing wood-masonry buildings. providing the
complex with a homogeneous unity under a sloping roof. The
design begins with the existing material conditions. depending
on their inhabitation potential.

The brief suggests the renovation of the masonry buildings,
adapting them for use as individual rooms. while one of the two
wooden volumes is converted into a two-bedroom pavilion and
the other is the pavilion for common areas.

The street entrance emerges through the sandy ground. which
is used as a basis for all the constructions. This treated material
is spread as paving inside the community pavilion. qualifying
the domestic conditions with a sense of natural comfort. The
textural continuity of a powerful material like sand changes
the scale of the interior spaces. making the act of inhabitation
a unique poetic experience, fitting for the sort of experience
sought for this place.

Credits and Data

Project title: Casa na Comporta

Client: Joao Rodrigues

Location: Comporta. Grandola, Portugal
Project date: 2008-2009

Construction date: 2009-2010

Architects: Manuel and Francisco Aires Mateus
Coordination: Maria Rebelo Pinto
Colaborator: Humberto Fonseca
Landscaping: Alvaro Manso

Structure, air treatment, electricity: Copreng
Water and drainage: Projectual

Construction surface: 180 m?
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pp. 6-7: View from the southwest.
The wooden building on the right
was converted into a community
pavilion. The two masonry buildings
were renovated into individual rooms.
This page. above: Original condition.
Photo courtesy of the architects. This
page. below: Distant view from the
northwest. Opposite: Close-up from the
west. All photos on pp. 6-15 except as
noted by Nelson Garrido.
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Plan and section (scale: 1/250 . 1/250)

Opposite. above: View of the facade pavilion. p. 15: Looking toward the G 2R
of wooden building converted into community pavilion : hiE

a two-bedroom pavilion. Opposite. 12~13

below: View of two masonry buildings. 11

pp. 12-13: Interior of the community

pavilion. p. 14. above three images: >
Details of the wooden pavilion. p. 14.

bottom: Interior of the two-bedroom

10









