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Preface

Referring to the think tank, people will think of some famous think tanks of A-
merica or Europe immediately. And it is true that the word of the “think — tank” is
full of western cultural features. But the concept of the “think — tank” originates
from the ancient China. The system of the “advisers” and the “talents cultivation”
in ancient China breeds of the earliest existence form of the China think tank. The
Art of War by Sun Tzu and the Thirty — Six Strategies are the monographs which form
the earliest strategic system in the existing military theory history of China and the
world, which lay the foundation for the construction of the world think — tank theory
system and the development of the modern think — tank and the researches on the fu-
ture China think — tank industry. In just 30 years, the think — tank organizations of
China develop from the original official think tanks to the current coexistence of the
official and the private think tanks, which have a positive impact on the aspects of
politics, economics, society and culture, etc. And in the worldwide, the scholars
pay more attentions to the China think — tank in the research of the think tank,
which demonstrates the influence of the China think — tank over the world.

Referring to the researches mentioned above in the field of the think tank, what
we should first talk about is the CHINA THINK TANK DEVELOPMENT REPORT
(2011) . This report was edited by the Institute of Eastern, Central and Western
Regional Development and Reform, and which is the first think — tank monograph
published in the form of annual report.

In just one year, the field of the China think — tank research has big changes

that should not be ignored. The massive scholars begin to publish the discourses which
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focus on the think —tank, the words of “think — tank phenomenon”, “think — tank
industry” and “think - tank industry demonstration zone” , etc. begin to being in the
headlines frequently. We find that the words just parts of scholars using of have been
known quickly and widely by the officials, merchants, and even the general pub-
lic. And which has been connected tightly with the changes happened in the global and
China social and economic environment since 2008. The developed countries and emer-
ging economies have learned the painful lessons from the global financial and economic
crisis of 2008. And from where the emerging countries learn that what they need to do
is to confront the changes of the global environment and all kinds of global threats and
challenges actively, search for the new management mechanism which could solve the
global economics problems in the post — crisis era, amplify the voices of the emerging e-
conomies and the developing countries, and all of what mentioned above have been the
common view of the world. In such complex and changeable situation which refer to eco-
nomic and politics, it is difficult to make right decisions only depending on the experi-
ence and few people’s wisdom, so the right way is to have different voices and more wis-
dom. And on the basis of hearing the views of all sides, we should research on and solve
the complex social and economic problems, make the decision — making more scientific
and democratic, and amplify the voices of the emerging economies in the global econom-
ic management mechanism. And the think — tank plays an important role in this course.

In this context that the think - tank becomes more and more important, the
CHINA THINK TANK DEVELOPMENT REPORT (2012) appears in front of the
readers finally.

Compared with the CHINA THINK TANK DEVELOPMENT REPORT (2011), the
main content of which is Ifocusing on the common — sense introduction of the think —
tank’s basic definition and development situation, this new report (2012) is deeper,
which is the review of latest major research achievements in the field of the think —
tank. And the main achievements of this report are reflected in the following two aspects :

Firstly, it makes clear definition of the think — tank industry. And as a kind of
research achievement of the country’s policy and strategy, the think tank industry

“first has its clear definition in China and even in the world.
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The think — tank industry is the multi — dimensional thinking and comprehensive
extension of the theory of scientific outlook of development, and is the research a-
chievement made by the Chinese academia. Under the guide of the scientific outlook
of development, the Chinese academia do a lot of things for the think tank industry
like the integration of theory and practice, the multi — disciplinary integration, and
independent innovation, etc. This report lays the system and theory foundation for
the think — tank industry’s research and development. In this report, the research
group has a definition of the think — tank industry as follows; it is the integration of
the top talents’ wisdom resource, a systematic exploration, research, innovation
and relative solutions on the problems of the public policy, commercial operation
and so on. It is a kind of industrial form which could drive the development of the
first industry, promote the development of the secondary industry, and enhance the
development of the third industry. To be concrete, the theory definition of the
think — tank industry should take the relative subjects’ achievements as lessons, and
extend the depth and width of the research from different angles like public policy,
regional economy, industrial economy and management, etc.

The contents of the think — tank industry are the policy advice, creative plan-
ning, technology service and professional support, etc. , and the modern high —
end service industry focusing on the knowledge innovation. The extension of the
think — tank industry is the industrial application of all kinds of wisdom achieve-
ments, including of the modern high — end demonstration agriculture with the char-
acteristic of brand building, green ecology, high quality, high value which is in-
cluded in the first industry, the hi — tech industry and strategic emerging industry
and so on with the characteristic of the intensive, converging, and cyclical develop-
ment which are included in the secondary industry.

The development of the think — tank industry has multiple important meanings,
mainly consists of solving the problem of carrying out the country strategy, the deci-
sion — making ability of the regions, the shortage of the talents in regions, the up-
grade and transition of the regional industry, the backward advant‘age of the technol-

ogy and system, the competition among regions, and the institutions reform, etc.
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Secondly, this report builds mainly the research system of the think —tank industry.

Thinking is the guide of the behavior, so “freeing minds” is always the think-
ing weapon to propel the development of the socialism with Chinese characteris-
tics. Reform needs the new thinking, new theory, and the opinions from all kinds of
think — tank organizations. So what China needs to do is to build the thinking market
quickly and develop the think - tank industry. The think — tank industry is the multi —
dimensional thinking and comprehensive extension of the theory of scientific outlook of
development, and is the research achievement made by the Chinese academia. Under
the guide of the scientific outlook of development, the Chinese academia do a lot of
things for the think tank industry like the integration of theory and practice, the
multi — disciplinary integration, and independent innovation, etc. . This report builds
the system of the think — tank industry research from four aspects as below: .

Firstly, this achievement is with a clear theory origination of the think — tank
industry. It sorts out a series of important problems like the think — tank research,
the research on the think - tank industry districts and construction of the think -
tank industry districts, etc. It makes clear of the theory origination of the think —
tank industry, and also makes some important explorations on a series of important
contents of the research chain of the think - tank industry.

Secondly, this achievement constructs preliminarily the theory system of the re-
search on the think — tank industry. Under the guide of the scientific outlook on de-
velopment,, it integrates multi — disciplinary research achievements, and constructs
the research system of the think — tank industry from two aspects, the one is “what
is the think — tank industry” and another is “how to develop the think - tank indus-
try” . Any research regarding the think — tank industry as its theme is the constantly
deepening of the problems mentioned above. So, these two aspects are the founda-
tions of the think — tank industry research system.

Thirdly, it defines the problems that the think — tank industry research should
solve mainly. The research of the think — tank industry focuses on the solution of the
numerous issues, but the key of which is to promote the ability of regional scientific

decision — making. Depending on this, and there are other problems like the prob-
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lems of carrying out the country strategy, the regional decision — making ability, the
shortage of the talents in regions, the upgrade and transition of the regional indus-
try, the backward advantage of the technology and system, the competition among
regions, the institutions reform, etc.

Fourthly, it mainly regulates the paradigm of the think — tank industry. The
think — tank industry is an interdisciplinary field spanning economics, regional eco-
nomics, public policy research, management, politics, and sociology, etc. The
subjects mentioned above will input the knowledge into the think — tank industry from
their perspectives in the course of its development. And the think — tank industry will
integrate and upgrade the knowledge in order to make the achievements finally which
are adabt to the country strategy and regional actual development.

To be concrete, the layout of this report is divided into two large parts: the first
part includes of the Chapter One which is the think tank research fronts and the
Chapter Two, the trace of the big events of the China think tank development in re-
cent two years, and which is also the further research of the CHINA THINK TANK
DEVELOPMENT REPORT (2011) . Another part is the research projects of the
think — tank industry which is the core content, and at the same time, it is also the
latest big innovation in the field of the think — tank industry research.

The Chapter Three is the definition of the think — tank industry. Without the
clear definition, the development of the think tank can’ t go far, so we have a con-
tinual exploration on it through consulting with the scholars, officials and entrepre-
neurs, and finally make it. The think — tank industry also has the features like the
industry chain and the value chain and so on, just as what the general industries
have. It has the laws of continual evolution which needs the support of the certain
policy environment. The definition is the starting point of the think — tank industry re-
search and which is also the basis of it.

Chapter Four is the concept of the think — tank industry districts, which means
the think — tank industry carrying out the landing on the ground in the space. And it
is also the first time to have a systematic discourse of the think — tani( industry dis-

tricts in China. Depending on this report, the think — tank industry districts is the
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major carrier of the think — tank industry and innovative knowledge economy, and
which aims at putting forward and constructing of the think — tank, the think — tank
clusters and the think — tank industry types with Chinese characteristics. As the incu-
bator of the think — tank industry and the test site of balancing the regional scientific
development , the think — tank industry districts promote and develop the relative pil-
lar industries through taking use of its regional advantages. So, the think — tank in-
dustry district is the important strategic choice for the transformation of the economic
development model, and which also has important meanings for the development of
China regional economic development.

TheChapter Five focuses on the system supporting which is helpful to a think —
tank industry district with the successful operation. First of all, the needed resource
includes of all kinds of natural resource, human resource, history resource and poli-
cy resource, etc. , and what’s more is that every main body in the think — tank in-
dustry districts must build good interaction mechanism in order to form the model of
the integration of the politics, production, study and research. It will bring the di-
rect guidance to the actual operation of the think — tank industry districts.

The Chapter Six emphasizes on the evaluation systems and the operational
mechanism evaluation methodology of the think tank industry districts. It solves the
problem of how to judge a think tank industry district that whether it has a healthy
development in the future from the angle of the practice and operation. Only this, it
is possible to keep the monitoring and management of the zones run smoothly.

The Chapter Seven, as the final conclusion, puts forward the ways of how to
build the system of the think tank industry research from a higher angle. And which
has important and prospective meanings for attracting other scholars’ participating in
the think tank subject research and the construction of the uniform discourse system.

This report is the achievement of early exploration in the field of the think tank
research. So compared with the whole think tank research, this report is just some-
thing like a foundation. But we hope that more and more scholars with innovative spir-
its, profound theoretical foundation and rich experience of gross — roots practice will par-

ticipate in this field and build the mansion of the think tank subject research together!
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