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PREFACE

Philately is a cultural activity of mass character. It develops in pace with the economic and
cultural dévefopments of different countries and regions. Trough philatelic activities, national
culture may flourish, knowledge enrich, tastes and sentiments refine and cultural exchanges
be promoted.

In order to meet the needs of the broad masses of stamp collectors to keep, study and
elevate their philatelic level, and to further promote the philatelic activities in the countries
and regions in Asia and Oceania, the All-China Philatelic Federation and the FIAP acting in
close cooperation have compiled and edited a 3-volume The FIAP Guide of Exhibiting. We
hope that its outcome will be accepted with joy by the broad masses of the philatelic circles.

Let us work hand in hand to elevate the philatelic level and to greet the coming 21st century
with a completely new feature.

Shi Weilin

Vice-President & Secretary General

All-China Philatelic Federation
December 30, 1995
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FOREWORD

The publication of the FIAP GUIDE TO EXHIBITING Volume 3 will coincide with the opening
of CHINA '99, the world philatelic exhibition to be held in Beijing on August 21-30, 1999,
under the patronage of FIP and the auspices of FIAP.Volume 3 comprises three exhibits of
the Postal History and two exhibits of the Postal Stationery Classes. These are the very
popular branches of philately and the FIAP Guide is published to satisfy the needs of stamp
collectors. As in Volume 2, each exhibit was thoroughly examined and commented upon by
the editorial board. Our appreciation and gratitude must be given to Dr Edric Druce and Mr
Raymond Todd for the painstaking job of editing the five exhibits and to Mr Shi Weilin, Vice-
President and Secretary General of the All-China Philatelic Federation for so graciously con-
senting to translate Volume 3 into Chinese and to undertake the printing cost. Due acknowl-
edgment must also be given to the following five philatelists who so kindly agreed to lend
their exhibits for our use:

Exhibit Awards World Stamp Exhibitions
Dr Edric Druce Postal History of Large Gold BANGKOK’93
(Australia) New South Wales Large Gold PHILAKOREA’94
to 1870 Large Gold MOSCOW’97
Grand Prix CHINA’ 96(FIAP)
D’Honneur
Mr Li Shuguang Military Mail of China Gold BANGKOK’93
(China) Gold PHILAKOREA’94
Mr Gary Brown Postal History of Gold SINGAPORE’95
(Australia) Aden till 1952 Gold INDEPEX’ 97
Mr John Sinfield Commonwealth of
(Australia) Australia Postal Cards Large Vermeil ISTANBUL’96
Mr Liu Guangshi People’s Republic of
(China) China: Postal Stationery Vermeil FINLANDIA’95
Periods of Old RMB Vermeil AUSTRALIA ’99

and Local Currencies

Tay Peng Hian RDP,AMN

President of FIAP
May 24, 1999
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INTRODUCTION

Philately is fun, a serious study and a “brain sport”. It provides leisure enjoyment, the mate-
rial of learning, the basis for study and research and the opportunity for the combination of
knowledge and material into a competitive art form.

Stamp collecting is the world ’s greatest hobby with more collectors than any other hobby. It
is attractive to young and old alike, it knows no barriers of race, religion or culture. Stamp
collecting brings infinite pleasure to its many followers and is the basis for a worldwide
brotherhood.

It is a hobby with a very broad range of publications. These range from newspapers and
magazines to learned journals, from general “how to do it” books to learned monographs
confined to the study and research of one stamp. In between are all the variations that can
imagine. It is this extensive body of literature, which forms the basis for the continued
interest, and enormous following that stamp collecting enjoys.

Some people take stamp collecting more seriously than others do. The more serious side of
collecting, studying and authorship is commonly called Philately. Study and camaraderie
lead to the formation of clubs and societies, which bring together collectors from all walks of
life and all ages.

These clubs and societies can be of local or regional extent. In many cases they are national
or international. Local clubs usually look after the very wide range of interests that the local
collectors have whereas national and international clubs are often built on the collecting and
study of one aspect of philately.

Philately is not just the collecting of stamps and this volume is dedicated to two aspects that
are not focused solely on stamps. Instead they concentrate on aspects of the operation of
the mail systems (Postal History) and postal material which is not a postage stamp but bears
(usually) a postage stamp (Postal Stationery).



These volumes are about exhibiting which is an extension of collecting. You cannot exhibit
unless you collect(unless you are a writer and exhibit Literature) but many people collect and
have no desire to exhibit. Nevertheless, exhibiting is an increasing aspect of the hobby and
there are more and more exhibitions at all levels, local, national, international (regional) and
world.

Exhibiting is competitive philately. It is thus necessary to have some rules and regulations to
govern philatelic competition. Thus competitive philately differs from stamp collecting be-
cause the one thing which distinguishes collecting is that there are no rules and regulations
and people are free to collect what they want in their own way and in their own style. Com-
petitive philately is divided into a number of different classes. The Federation Internationale
de Philatelie (FIP) recognizes ten in all, and another two are in an experimental stage and
may not become full classes. These classes are used at the FIP (world) level, at international
regional level (e.g. FIAP) and at most national exhibitions. National exhibitions can also
include non FIP classes but people who exhibit in these classes cannot proceed to a higher
level even if they have excellent exhibits.

The rules and regulations covering competitive philately are sanctioned by the FIP. The
overall concept of competitive philately is covered by the General Regulations of the FIP for
the Evaluation of Exhibits (GREX). For each of the classes there are Special Regulations for
the Evaluation of each Class (SREV 's) and Guidelines to the Judging of each Class
(Guidelines).

The two classes that we cover in this book are Postal History and Postal Stationery. Each
has its own set of SREV 's and Guidelines.

Postal History is the study of the workings of the postal system through the examples of
items that have been processed by the postal system, whether it be official, local or private.
It commonly comprises studies of routes, rates and markings but may also include other
aspects which include, but are not limited to, censorship, military mails, underpaid mails etc.
Postal Stationery is philatelic items, other than stamps, which bear imprints of stamps or
words which denote the prepayment of postage. Historically this has included prestamped
postal cards, envelopes, registration envelopes, wrappers, and aerograms. In addition other
items may also be included in postal stationery if they bear a postage stamp impression such
as postal orders, telegram forms and post box receipts. |



In competitive philately the evaluation of exhibits is done by a group of philatelists who have
exhibited at the highest level and have received training in the evaluation of philatelic exhib-
its at the national, regional and world level depending on which level they are judging at.
These people are known as jurors and they comprise the jury for any particular exhibition.

At the FIP level jurors must be qualified in the Class in which they are to judge. Thus Postal
History judges are qualified in Postal History and similarly, judges in Postal Stationery are
Postal Stationery exhibitors and have been trained to evaluate postal stationery exhibits.

This leads to an accurate and consistent evaluation of exhibits, which is not dependent on
from where they come or upon where they are judged. However, this does not mean that
jurors and juries do not have different views but it is rare for juries to come to a decision that
is more than one medal level different from a previous evaluation providing the material is the
same. The reason that juries have different views is because of many factors, the most
common being a different scope of knowledge and the fact that concepts and understand-
ings are continually evolving. Both the practices of the exhibitors and the increasing skills of
the jurors drive this evolution.

The SREV s lay out the criteria upon which an exhibit will be judged. Each criterion isassigned
a fixed number of points.

Criterion Postal History Points | Postal Stationery Points
1. Treatment & Importance 30 30
2. Knowledge, Research & Personal Study 35 35
3. Condition & Rarity 30 30
4. Presentation 5 5
Total 100 100

The evaluation sheets used to record the results of judging use these criteria at Appendix(B).

Exhibitors are provided with the break down of their marks. In some cases, particularly at
national level they may be provided with a written critique that describes the strengths and
weaknesses of the exhibit as evaluated by the jury. This critique can be used to improve the
exhibit prior to its entry in a later exhibition.



Competitive philately is a challenge, but a pleasurable challenge. It assists the exhibitor in
understanding the story behind the collection, what material may be missing and leads to
new research discoveries and personal study.

Mr Tay Peng Hian, RDP, AMN, President of FIAP is to be congratulated for his initiative to
produce the FIAP Guide to Exhibiting. It was our privilege to be invited to edit this third
volume of the Guide.

Our thanks are extended to Mr Shi Weilin, Vice-President and Secretary General of the All-
China Philatelic Federation who edited the Chinese language section.

EDRIC DRUCE PhD, FAP, FSPH
Board Member, FIP

RAYMOND TODD,FAP
Vice-President, FIAP
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CHAPTER 1 POSTAL HISTORY No.1

NEW SOUTH WALES TO 1870 (128 exhibit sheets, in 8 exhibit frames)

Exhibitor: Edric Druce, Australia
Exhibit: Postal History of New South Wales to 1870
Exhibition: Bangkok '93
Philakorea '94
Moscow ‘97
Medal earned: Large Gold, 96 points

COMMENTARIES

The first criterion in the Postal History Evaluation is Treatment and Importance:the points
allotted to this criterion are 30. These two concepts are related and judges find that it is
easier to evaluate Importance first and then Treatment second.

IMPORTANCE

There are two aspects of importance: the importance of the subject chosen and the impor-
tance of the exhibit. This exhibit scores highly on both counts. New South Wales was a
significant country at the time (it is now part of the Commonwealth of Australia but in 1810
comprised over two thirds of the Australian continent). It is one end of the longest mail route
in the world (London-Sydney) and the refore was a significant player in postal history devel-
opment.

The question of the importance of the exhibit can be judged from a series of questions.
- How easily could the material be duplicated?
Only with difficulty:some of the covers are easily duplicated but many are unique and
about three quarters of the exhibits comprises material of which five or fewer copies are
known.
- How much individual effort would be needed to assemble this exhibit?
The exhibit covers the major aspect of the New South Wales postal history story, and



