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Celebrities as the Products’ Spokespeople

Advertisements with a celebrity as a product’s spokesperson is everywhere, on the Internet,
televisions, newspapers, magazines and even on the walls of some buildings. Undoubtedly, the
celebrity spokesperson could boost the sale of a certain product. Take Coca-Cola and Sprite for
example. The soft drink aims at the young, so they invite Liu Xiang or Zhou Jielun as their
spokespeople, who are the young’s favorite. Sometimes consumers would like to buy the product just
because of the famous spokesperson.

There are, however, some problems for both the celebrities and the consumers. To begin with,
a star may know nothing about the product before representing. So he or she might be misled to
advertise for the items of low quality so that consumers become the victims. Worse still, attracted by
the large amount of money, some stars would like to act as the spokespeople of fake and inferior
products. Of course, their public images would be spoiled. In terms of the bad effects, it is high time
for laws to be worked out regulate celebrities’ advertising. Only in this way can stars be trusted by

their fans and consumers.
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The Celebration of Western Festival

Western festivals gain ever-increasing popularity in China. For example, young people would
show their love on Valentine’s Day. People would also have grand party or simply get-together on
Christmas.

There arc a variety of factors contributing to this trend. First, with the opening up, more
forcigners come to work in our country. They not only bring their skills, but also their lifestyles and
customs, which exert a subtle influence on us. Strong curiosity drives us to experience the exotic
foreign culture. Secondly, young people have the need to study English well. And festivals are
regarded as the highlight of western culture. They could learn better language by taking part in these
festivals. Thirdly, the businesses also grasp all the festivals, traditional as well as foreign, to do their
promotions. They view foreign festivals as golden opportunities to make money. So they desperately
iry to boost the atmosphere of foreign festivals.

However, this could bring some side effects to our life. Too much emphasis on western festivals
may lead to ignorance of our own traditional festivals and values. Unique culture is the identity of
one’s nation. Losing it means blind copy of others. Our existence as one nation could be

meaningless. Therefore, we should give our priority to Chinese traditional festivals.
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To live or to die

The history of life on earth has been a history of interaction between living things and their
surroundings. To a large extent, the physical forms and the habits of the earth’s plants and its animal
life have been made by the environment. Considering the whole earthly time, the opposite effect, has
been relatively slight. During the time life actually changes its surroundings very slightly. Only in the
present century has one species -— man — acquired significant power to change the nature of his
world.

During the past quarter century this power has not only become increasingly great but it has
changed in character. The most alarming of all man’s attack upon the environment is the pollution of
air, earth, rivers, and sea with dangerous and even lethal materials. This pollution is for the most
part irrecoverable. In this now universal pollution of the environment, chemicals are the dangerous
partners of radiation in changing the very nature of the world and the very nature of its life.

It took hundreds of millions of years to produce the life that now inhabits the earth. Given time
not in years but in millennia life adjusts, and a balance has been reached. But in the modern world
there is no time.

The rapidity of change follows the impetuous pace of man rather than the quick pace of nature.
Radiation is now the unnatural creation of man’s tampering with the atom. The chemicals are the
synthetic creations of man’s inventive mind, having no counterparts in nature.

To adjust to these chemicals would require not merely the years of a man’s life but the life of
generations. And even this some miracles are possible, it would be useless. The reason is that the
new chemicals come from our laboratories in an endless stream; every year almost five hundred find
their way into actual use in the United States alone.

We have subjected large numbers of people to contact with these poisons, without their
permission and often without their knowledge. Future generations are unlikely to forgive our lack of-

concern for the integrity of the natural world that supports all life.
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Self-confidence Is a Key to Success

Self-confidence is a key to success. For anyone, whether a man or a woman, self-confidence is
the first step towards the success in his or her career, relationships, and practically anything he or she
do. No doubt, without self-confidence, one can seldom make any great achievement.

Self-confidence can be beneficial to people in many aspects. Firstly, a man with confidence can
defeat doubt in their personal and professional life. Then he can make a correct decision and avoid
making mistakes. Secondly, self-confidence helps manifest one’s talent since he or she will grasp any
opportunity to show his or her talents under any circumstance. Finally, self-confidence contributes to
one’s good mood and peace of mind.

Considering the above-mentioned, we can reasonably come to the conclusion that self-confidence
is a key to success. But it is worth noting that we shouldn’t be over-confident. Otherwise, over-
confident will become arrogance and we will make big mistakes. Therefore, we should build the self-

confidence under a correct guide.
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Say it with flowers

Young men often give flowers to young women when they are in love. This tradition may have
come from Turkey.

In the 1700s in Turkey, it was quite popular for people in love to send each other baskets full of
strange things. When the basket were given to the girl or boy, other people would know about it.

Usually, an old woman who sold flowers or fruit on the street left the basket beside the girl or
the boy’s door.

There were a lot of “gifts” in the baskets, like flowers, stones, feathers, wax, and even
charcoal. Each thing in the basket had a special meaning of the secret message in those things, but
little by little the true feelings of the person who sent it would be known.

This idea of sending presents of love with meanings quickly came to Germany, France, and
England. However, as time passed, people only sent flowers to each other.

Flowers could tell young ladies about feelings in the hearts of young men. Each different flower
had a different meaning.

For example, the flowers from an orange tree meant “You are beautiful and pure.” Pink
carnations meant “My love for you is strong and great. ” Yellow roses, on the other hand, meant “I
saw you with someone else. ”

Many flower dictionaries were made to help young people in love understand the meaning of the
flowers they received. But different dictionaries have different sayings on the meaning of each
flowers. A person had to be careful about the flowers they chose to send.

By the 1880s, more and more people stopped using flowers to send messages. They sent love
letters to lovers.

Today, flowers are still thought lovely presents for lovers, but the meaning for each kind of

flower has lost.
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Private Cars in China

With the improvement of people’s living standards, private cars have found their way to ordinary
Chinese’s homes. Remarkable national economic growth provides a strong backing for the increasing
trend. Nowadays, more and more citizens are planning to buy cars. And for some better-off families,
one may not be enough.

People embrace private cars primarily for its convenience , because we are no longer confined to
the rigid timetable and fixed route of buses and metro. Efficiency is the second attraction, since
driving is usually faster than other means of transportation. This advantage becomes obvious
especially in the event of emergencies when it is difficult to hire a taxi. Despite these merits,
contrasting arguments are equally salient. First, efficiency is usually a mirage. Frequent congestions
actually render the cities huge parking lots. Second, private cars are responsible for air pollution, as
emissions of carbon dioxide and ethane contribute to global warming.

Now that there seems no way to stop people from buying cars due to consumers’ freedom of
choice, it is almost certain that the number of private cars in China will continue to rise. If we can
improve the road systems, and develop more environmental-friendly cars, we may minimize the

negative consequences, while enjoying the benefits.
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Choose the right computer

A computer is very useful. It can be used to do many things for you, like teaching, playing
games, or helping with a business. So many people are going to buy computers to help them with
their work or study or just for fun.

If you want to buy a computer, you must choose one carefully because there are too many new
computers in the shop. But if you follow these tips, you will find it easier.

First, you must know why you want a computer. Is this computer very useful for you? Which is
the most important use of the computer, to play games, to help with your business, or to help with
your schoolwork?

Second, look carefully at the programs the computer can use. Some slow computers cannot run
the latest or large programs. If you're going to play games on the computer or design something, you
have to buy a computer fast enough for these jobs.

Some people also write their own programs. If you want to write your own, it is important to
look at the computer language. Is it easy to learn?

Third, decide the smallest, or the least needs you have for your computer. For example, do you
want a keyboard? Is a TFET display important to you? If you get on the Internet, you’ll have to buy
a modern, too.

Fourth, think of the prices. There are two prices to think about and choose. The first is the price
you must pay to take the computer home. The second is the price of the programs and software that
you want to buy at a later date.

Be sure to try out the computer before you buy it. You may ask a friend who knows computers
better to help you. He can help you choose the computer that will be best for you and cost you least.
You can also ask a worker in the computer shop to help you make the decision.
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Immeral Behavior in Public

To witness immoral behaviors in public, one only needs to visit the railway station, the
downtown street and the supermarket. People are used to jump the queue in the line, spit and throw
trash at their will in the station and go through the red lights on the street.

Immoral behaviors in public unavoidably trigger a series of social problems. It may exert a
negative impact on our sense of social responsibility. Our traffic jam would be worse, and our streets
would be dirtier. We will keep ignoring other people’s rights and feelings, and in tun, we too will
be disrespected some day.

The reform of this phenomenon is certainly not easy. With an eye on practical implementation
and cost effectiveness, 1 propose that society make it clear in every way that people who fail to
observe the regulations will be seriously punished. At the meantime, the mass media is expected to

take a more positive role in leading people to the correct sensibility.
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Water for the future

No matter who we are, where we are, or what we do, we all have to depend on water. It is the
source of all life and we need it every day. But with the world’s growing population and fast
developing economies, the earth’s water reserves are drying up fast.

As many as 7 billion people throughout the world could face a water shortage by 2050 if the
present situation continues. By then, the global population is expected to reach 9.3 billion. Many big
cites, including Beijing, Shanghai and Tianjin, will suffer severe water shortages.

This alarming situation was shown in a United Nations (UN) report just ahead of World
Water Day. .

But, how can the earth, of which about 70 percent is covered by water, suffer a water shortage?
Well, 97.5 percent of our water resources are salty—it’s sea water. And it requires huge amounts of
money to make use of it for drinking and irrigation. On top of that, nearly 90 percent of all the fresh
water is ice and snow, and sitting in polar regions or on high mountains where it’s difficult for people
to reach.

China, because of its huge population, has less than a quarter of the world’s average per capita
water capacity.

And still, every day it is wasted. Taps are left running, showers last too long and summer water
fights waste valuable drinking water. But more and more people are joining the fight to protect and

save water.
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The Safety of Food

Food safety has become a rising concern among Chinese citizens after a series of food
contamination accidents occurred across the country in recent years. In 2006, the country’s food safety
watchdog found that several companies were producing red-yolk eggs contaminated with dangerous
red Sudan dyes. Even international fast food KFC was accused of adding cancer-causing Sudan-I to
its roast chicken wings. The most notorious case involved the recent tainted nulk powder incident that
has caused kidney stone in tens of thousands of infants.

Food safety incidents happened so frequently mainly because of the food producer. In order to
sell more products and make more profits, some food producers take the risk of breaking the law and
may deliberately add various dangerous chemicals to make their food look or taste better.

From my point of view, to guarantee the food safety, firstly we should improve the supervision
mechanism. Secondly, we should severely punish the criminals and all those responsible. In this
way, our food will conform to the standard and thus become safer and safer.

_10 -
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The Internet is not a clean world

Do you like getting on line?

Yes, of course. Most students will say so. It’s true the Internet has become part of teenage life.

A new report on 3,375 students aged from 10 to 18 in seven Chinese cities found that 38% of
them use the Internet often. While most of them get useful information and use the Internet to help in
their studies, some are not using it in a good way.

Many are playing on line games too much. A few even visit websites they should not look at.
Teachers say that bad things will come to them if young people spend too much time on the Internet.

To help young people use the Internet in the right way, a textbook on Internet has started to be
used in some middie schools in Shanghai this term. The book uses real examples to teach students all
about good ways of using the Internet. The book gives some useful advice to students, for example,
they may read news or find helpful information on the net to study.

Some students also make online friends. But if you are meeting a friend offline, make sure your
parents know.

The book will be a helper for teens using the Internet. It will also keep students away from bad
sites. “Many students are using the Internet without advice from their parents,” a teacher said, “The
book will teach students how to be a good student in the online world. ”

211 -
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Say No to Pirated Products

As is known to all, piracy has become a serious problem in our country. Pirated products are
rampant everywhere. Pirated software, pirated CDs, pirated VCDs, pirated DVDs, pirated books are
easily available in the market.

The reasons for the phenomenon, which are obvious to all, can be listed as follows. For one
thing, the price of these products is the most luring factor to all buyers. Usually, the authentic ones
are too expensive to afford, especially the software. People could get pirated ones easily and cheaply ,
even with high quality. For the other thing, to all producers, they do not have strong scientific
research ability, and they have to infringe others’copyright for production. It is a way for them to
make big money.

But the pirated products really do much harm. First, they infringe intellectual property rights.
Producing pirated products is similar to “theft. ” Second, they offend against the rules of the market.
As a result of piracy, companies investing in invention will inevitably go bankruptcy.

Urgent measures are needed to cure this problem The government should issue strict laws and
regulations in order to put the situation under control. Besides, as customers, we should develop our
consciousness to resist pirated products. And law should be strictly carried out to ban piracy from
spreading any further. Only in this way can we put an end to piracy and create a healthy environment

for both customers and producers.
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