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Ya’an, called Yazhou in history, was under
jurisdiction of the ancient Shu Kingdom. Yandao
was set up when Shu State was overwhelmed
by Qin State in 316 B.C. It was changed into a
dependency of Shujun Prefecture by Emperor
An of Eastern Han. It was Called Hanjia
Prefecture during the Three Kingdoms Period,
as Mengshan Prefecture in Western Wei Period
and as Yazhou since Sui Dynasty. In Qing
Dynasty Ya’an Prefecture was set up. It belonged
to Xikang Province since 1949 and later was
changed into Sichuan Province since 1955. In
2000, Ya’an was changed into a city directly
under the provincial jurisdiction. Ya’an City has
a population of 1.53 million and a territory of

15,314 square kilometers.

Ya’an used to be known as ‘Rain City’. The first
giant panda in the world was found right here.
In 2006, Sichuan Giant Panda Habitat, with Ya’
an in the core, was listed into the World Natural
Heritage List. Ya’an is also one of the origins
of tea culture and tea planting in the world. It
is the earliest area in the world for artificial tea

planting.

All historic relics in this book are primarily from
the historic relic administrations of all districts
or counties under Ya’an City. The total 215 relics

are deeply local featured. Most of them are

015



correlated to the essential historic development
of Ya’an, therefore they are now very precious
material data for research of local history. The
collected stones, bronze wares, Bashu seals,
stone sculptures, potteries, Buddhism figures,
calligraphy and painting articles have not
only historic and scientific value but also with
rather high art value. They evidenced the long
history of Ya’an, and through thousand years of
weathering, they still remain shining and bright
on this land, presenting her glorious material
culture and spiritual culture. Through them may
readers find the unique charm of Ya’an a city of

breeze and rain.

It was discovered from archaeology that human
being existed in Ya’an since the Paleolithic
Period. Fulin Culture discovered in the 1960s in
Hanyuan County had equivalent chronicle time
to the well-known Peking Man. The Institute of
Archaeology of the Chinese Academy of Social
Science, Sichuan Historic Relic Archaeology and
Research Institute and Ya’an City Historic Relic
Administration, etc. successfully continued
discovery at Shaxi Site, Daditou Site and
Maiping Site with a plenty number of Neolithic

findings. The most important site is called

Maiping Site at southern bank of Dadu River

in Dashu Township of Hanyuan County. Here

o

o S i . T L
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was discovered a famous Neolithic Ruins about
5000~3000 years ago. It was called Maiping

Culture owning to its unique local features.

The ancient civilization of Ya’an had a glorious
period from the Warring State Period to Han
Dynasty. Numerous graves of this period existed
here varying from earth-pit tomb to wood-coffin
tomb and stone-coffin graves. A large number
of wonderful articles were discovered in these
tombs, particularly bronze wares and bronze
seals which were crafted excellently, very

precious in Sichuan.

Within Ya’an territory also existed many typical
stone sculptures of Han Dynasty such as Gaoyi
Tomb Tower, Fanmin Tablet, Fanmin Tomb
Tower, Hejunge Tablet, Zhaoyi Tablet, Wanghui
Stone-coffin, etc., all are well-known arts.
Besides, there existed numerous grave stone
sculptures, stone beasts, image bricks, stone-
carved architectural components, etc. These
findings have fine engraving, ranking to top art

works of discovery.

The Song three-color pottery unearthed in Ya’
an also have strong features. For instance, the
Yellow-green Glazed Pottery Xuanwu,

green Glazed Creeping Figure, Yellow (




