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Run Run Shaw Star

This picture was taken by Zhijinshan
Observatory of the Chinese Science Academy
on 8 October 1964. The Run Run Shaw Star
(2899), indicated on the photo, was found
drifting in the Pisces and was taken using a
40mm double reflective telescope with a 60-

minute exposure.
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Foreword

Wei Yu

How time flies! No sooner has the first volume of “A Commemorative Album of Building Projects
donated by Mr. Run Run Shaw” rolled off the press than its second volume is in print. The latter records
the second batch of donation projects by Mr. Shaw. Building after building and block after block of high-
rises are vivid testimony of Mr. Shaw’s noble patriotic spirit. These are monuments built with Mr. Shaw’s

philanthropy.

Valuing education has been a good tradition of the Chinese people. To a people who have
recovered from poverty and numerous agonies, we need many things in many areas of development
before we can become a prosperous and modemn country. Yet what we find ourselves particularly

‘ deficient and needy in is undoubtedly talented people. Education is the fundamental way to improve
the quality of the whole population, develop its intelligence, nurture talent and encourage creativity.
As a successful entrepreneur, Mr. Shaw has accumulated several decades of experience in starting and
running a business and he has a profound understanding of this need. Since 1985, out of a pure heart, |
he has made huge donations every year to assist the cause of education in China, making a distinguished
contribution to the education and training of more and better talented people. Mr. Shaw’s vision and

generosity have won wide admiration from people of all walks of life on the mainland.

In 1987, Mr. Shaw again donated a generous sum of HK$116 million to 15 notable tertiary
institutions in China for the purpose of building libraries, teaching blocks, science halls, etc. These
buildings, all carrying Mr. Shaw’s name, have vastly improved the teaching and research environments
of these institutions, achieving good results and earning wide approval and praises from staff and

students. Those who have been involved in constructing the “Shaw Buildings” have used imagination
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in their designs, quality materials, fine craftsmanship and top quality control, integrating artistic and
functional values into wide-ranging styles. These unique high-rise buildings have resorted to different
artistic forms to portray Mr. Shaw’s noble spirit. They will encourage generation after generation of

students to study hard and to reward Mr. Shaw’s good intention with outstanding achievements.

Since the implementation of open-door reform policy, compatriots from Hong Kong, Taiwan and
overseas have shown concerns about China’s four modernizations through various means and channels.
Many of them have donated to the cause of education in China. Of these, Mr. Shaw’s benefaction has
been the largest in amount and in the number of assisted projects, widest in scope and most sustained
over time. In addition, Mr. Shaw, who is in his eighties, has visited and inspected these projects in person,
encouraging the staff and students concerned to work hard for the development of China’s science,
technology and educat.ion.‘ Mr. Shaw’s indefatigable energy and his pure commitment to education flave

been etched on people’s memory forever.

Unlike its prédecessor, this volume not only features pictures of Mr. Shaw and buildings of his
many donation projects, it also carries several atticles on site selection, design construction and uses
of the Shaw Buildings. These essays, which complement the photo illustrations, have shown that the
institutions concerned have put in great creative efforts in order not to disappoint Mr. Shaw. Mr. Shaw’s
contributions are like the high and magnificent looking Qunlun mountains calling for admiration and
like the never-ending Changjiang bringirig benefits to our successors. At the publication of the second

volume of this Commemorative Album, I wish to express my admiration for Mr. Shaw.
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Introduction

The great Tang poet Du Fu ( #:F ) once wrote these lines:

TRBATER 0 KRR T AR
f Would 1 have thousands of rooms in grand balls,
To shelter multitudes of poor scholars one and all)

Du Fu’s lines were famous but his wish had to remain a distant dream.

Now, twelve centuries later, Du Fu's dream is being fulfilled through the generosity of Mr. Run
Run Shaw. In a series of donations over a decade, he has given to Universities and Institutes in China
over 100 academic buildings and to primary and secondary schools over 300 halls. Every province, every
metropolitan city in China boasts now of at least one Run Run Shaw Hall, and many rural districts proudly

show off their new Run Run Shaw Schools.

That Mr. Run Run Shaw’s lifelong work in cinema and television stems from his interest in
education and art is well-known. What is less well-known is his devotion to the Red Cross and medical
care services over the years. There has been an aversion amongst Chinese people to the donation of
blood. It was Mr. Run Run’s great achievement to have brought about a change in attitude in Hong Kong
through the gradual process of education, starting with children in schools. Another example of his many
contributions to health care is the development of a hospital in Hangzhou, a project which has always

been close to his heart.

[ have known Mr. Run Run Shaw for a little over ten years. I detect a steadfast sense of purpose
behind his charismatic gentleness. Indeed his determined generosity in helping, year after year, all levels
of Chinese education and health care is unprecedented in the history of mankind. His compassion and

his gentle but firm magnanimity will provide a noble and lasting example for all of us to follow.

b 15 4y (B

Chen Ning Yang
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