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The Neolithic Culture in Chongqing Area

Centering on the Three Gorges area

i

This book introduces the Neolithic archaeological discoveries in Chongging
area, especially in the Three Gorges area. It focuses on the basic research on the
archaeological culture and gives a preliminary outline of the serial of the Neolith-
ic culture in this area. The archaeological discoveries indicate that the Neolithic
culture in Chongqing generally can be divided into two systems—system for east-
ern area and system for western area. The eastern system mostly distributes o-
ver areas of the farthest east of Wushan, the southeast of Youshui; the western
system distributes widely, particularly in Sichuan basin with distinct character-
istics.

The Neolithic culture has gone through four stages, from occurrence, de-
velopment, prosperity and melting in most areas of Chongging. Through this
process, basically there is no interruption and the sequence of culture is relative-
ly complete. The earliest archaeological discoveries in the southwest area are as
follows, such as a group of ancient sites before present about 10000 years, Yu-
fupu site before present about 8000 years and Yuxi lower stratum culture
(7600a. BP—6300a. BP). In the late or last Neolithic Age, Yuxi upper stratum
culture (6300a. BP—5300a. BP) replaced Yuxi lower stratum culture; Yuxiping
culture (5300a. BP —4600a. BP) belonged to the boom period in Chongqing; the
follow—up Zhongba culture (4600a. BP—3700a. BP) gradually declined. Howev-

er, it could be replaced by Sanxingdui culture until the late Xia period.
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The comparative research indicates that the Neolithic culture in Chongqing

has wide communication and mutual influences with surrounding cultures in east
of the Three Gorges, central Shaanxi plain—south of Shaanxi, Chengdu plain,
Gansu-Qinghai and western Sichuan plateau, particularly with the culture of the
Three Gorges. - On the one hand, these two cultures have penetrated reciprocal-
ly; on the other hand, there is certain cultural boundary obviously between
Chongqing and east of the Three Gorges culture; at the same time, the advance
and retreat among cultures has regularity to a certain extent.

After research on environment, settlement, subsistence economy and primi-
tive industry, we have deep knowledge of the core of Neolithic culture. Its cul-
ture represents the following features. Firstly, the cultural development should
adapt to environment, which expresses the adaptability among the layout mode
of settlements, subsistence economical development, product development and
technology. Secondly, compared with the surrounding area culture, the Neolith-
ic culture in Chongqing presents Culture Lag with features of slow development
progress, relative simple society and civilization progress lag. Thirdly, it shows
corridor effect in the Three Gorges area, which is an important passage of
ancient material, human and cultural communication. Fourthly, the Neolithic
culture has rupture and continuity as characteristics. There are some replace-

ments and continuous tradition during the cultural development. j
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