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Foreword

CHEN Xudong

In the summer of 2004, we found the ideal workplace and commenced the DAtrans’ architectural
practice at Moganshan 50, the growing independent art area in the old textile factory complex
by Suzhou Creek. However at that time, in a similar position to many other old urban areas in
China, M50 should have been demolished possibly. One year later, the plan of the demolishing was
cancelled temporarily and the owner decided to renovate the whole area. After the winning of the
competition in 2005, DAtrans has continually involved in several interior projects within the old
warehouses as well as the master plan of M50 and the urban study of the surrounding area.

The renovations, however, have a different purpose and we are more concerned with the “second
hand” -structures and how efficiently to reuse them in a creative manner. The past, present and
the future of the site has been considered. The remaining architectural debris and the layout of the
spaces hold Shanghai’s entire history. In the 1920s the site was one of the birthplaces of national
industry, 80 years later it is the largest creative area for artists and designers in Shanghai. In a
sense, these industrial structures are now under “second-hand” ownership: the new art area rein-
habits the industrial production spaces of the 1920s. Like Paris, Berlin and New York, Shanghai in
the 1920s was a modern city and was culturally and technically advanced. Today people from all
over the world live in the city again: will Shanghai once again become a top player in the world?

2es
yvww. ertongbook. com
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BE—Mbs, HEbHTEETXYNPERHRENEENBAELENTE. RING
THENBHTREFERMBAMR. 8h "®it. FRUIHHERT (HREDE. &
FESENRRNERZ D,

ABERIH— MR TEBHIRT A RBAH K AAKICR.



As participants, we belong to the internal community but we are also the architects. So our prac-
tice has dual identity. Being on both sides we must maintain a professional sensibility but also
responsibility as part of the community. Inspiration for the project comes from the little town of
Monte Carasso. Starting in 1979, the architect Luigi Snozzi, has been involved in the rebuilding
of the small town which has turned into an ongoing process lasting over 20 years. As a resident
and architect of Monte Carasso and with his knowledge of the place, the town was a very suitable
site for his projects to take place. His first project was the rebuilding and conversion of a 16th
Century monastery into a school and his work continued from there. For DAtrans, looking and
learning from this slow and gradually evolving project has been highly influential in the develop-
ment ethos for M50.

Compared with the usual speed of development in China the evolution of M50 is much slower
and the work of DAtrans is much more specific. We are incredibly lucky to have the opportunity
to work at both the urban scale whilst also experimenting with small interventions on site. Our
process begins with a structural framework and gradually evolves through the iterative process
of “design”, “re-engineering” and “re-design”, and eventually, we pause and look at the vision
of the future.

This book documents the slow pace of urban renewal and atypical community growth at M50.

208039736
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