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Sima Qian

Sun Tzu, named Sun Wu, was a
native of the Qi State.

One day he brought his book Artof
War to He Lii, king of the State Wu. He
Lii said to him,“I have carefully read the
13 chapters of your book. May I ask you
to apply your theory in the training of sol-
diers on a small scale?” Sun Tzu replied,
“Sure. ” He L asked, “Can the test be
applied to women?” Sun Tzu, “Yes.”

Therefore, with the king’s permis-
sion, arrangements were made to select
180 beauties from the Palace. Sun Tzu di-
vided them into two groups, and appoint-
ed two of the King’s most favored concu-
bines as the leader of each group. He
then asked them to take up weapons, and
gave order, “Do you know where your
chests and backs, right hands and left
hands are?” The women replied: “ Yes,
We do.” Sun Tzu went on, “When I say
‘eyes front’, you must look straight for-
ward. When 1 say ¢ Turn left!’, you
must turn your eyes towards your left
hand. When I say ¢ Turn right!’, you
must turn your eyes towards your right
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hands. When 1 say ‘About face!’, you
must turn around in the direction of your
backs. ” Again the women said, “Yes.”
Having repeatedly explained the disci-
plines, Sun Tzu brought the battle-axe
for punishment, and the drill began.
Then, to the drum beats, he gave the or-
der, “Turn right!” But the women only
burst into laughter. Sun Tzu said, “If or-
ders are not clearly announced or disci-
plines not fully understood, it is the gen-
eral who is to blame.” So he explained
the disciplines again before starting a sec-
ond drill. And this time he gave the or-
der, “Turn left. ” However, the women
burst into laughter again. Sun Tzu said,
“If orders are not announced clear or dis-
ciplines not fully understood, the general
is to blame. But if his orders are clear,
and the soldiers nevertheless disobey,
then it is the officers to admit their
faults. ” Saying so, he ordered that the
two group leaders be beheaded. The King
was watching the drill from a raised plat-
form, and seeing that his favorite concu-
bines were about to be executed, he was
greatly shocked and lost no time in send-
ing the following message, “I am now
quite satisfied to see your ability as a gen-
eral to direct troops. But if I am bereft of
these two concubines, I will lose a lot of
fun, even cannot taste the flavor of
meals. So, please forgive them.” Sun
Tzu replied, “Since I have been appointed
the general of your army by Your Majesty,

S
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I am empowered to disobey some of your
commands. ” And so he ordered to have the
two leaders beheaded.

Then he appointed the next two women
as group leaders before beating up the drum
again for the drill. And this time all the
women went through the drill, turning to
the right or to the left, marching on or
coming back, kneeling or standing, with
perfect accuracy and precision, no one dar-
ing to utter a word. Then Sun Tzu sent a
messenger to report to the King, “The
troop has been well disciplined, and ready
for Your Majesty’s inspection. They can be
put into battles, and will never disobey e-
ven if Your Majesty would like them to go
through the tests of fires and waters. ” But
the King replied, “You, the general, may
stop drilling and return to the camp to have
a rest. | have no intention to go down and
inspect my troops.” Thereupon Sun Tzu
said, “It seems the King is only fond of the
words in the Art of War and cannot trans-
late them into practice. ”

Since then, He Lii has got to know
that Sun Tzu was at home in commanding
the army, and finally appointed him the
general of the army of the State Wu. He
defeated the State Chu, a big power in the
west, and once captured Ying, the capital
of the Chu State and posed a great threat to
the states of Qi and Jin in the north. And
therefore, the King of the State Wu spread
his fame and great influence amongst the
states, to which Sun Tzu had made his due
contribution.
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Cao Cao

I have heard that the utilization of
bow and arrow can be traced back to the
ancient times. The Analects of Confucius
has it that the governance of a country is
based on “sufficient military strength”.
Shangshu (or The Collection of Ancient
Texts) says that one of the eight politics is
The Book of Changes

records, “A general will have good luck in

“military affairs”.

battle if his intention to launch a war is for
justice”. The Book of Songs writes that
“the King of Zhou was outraged and made
his troops ready for war. ” Huangdi, King
Tang of the Shang Dynasty and King Wu
of the Zhou Dynasty all resorted to arms
to rescue the society. The Law of Sima
also stipulates, “He who kills others pur-
posely will be killed”. Those who rely on
arms and force alone are doomed to fail-

ure, and likewise those who depend solely
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hands. When I say ¢ About face!’, you
must turn around in the direction of your
backs. ” Again the women said, “Yes.”
Having repeatedly explained the disci-
plines, Sun Tzu brought the battle-axe
for punishment, and the drill began.
Then, to the drum beats, he gave the or-
der, “Turn right!” But the women only
burst into laughter. Sun Tzu said, “If or-
ders are not clearly announced or disci-
plines not fully understood, it is the gen-
eral who is to blame.” So he explained
the disciplines again before starting a sec-
ond drill. And this time he gave the or-
der, “Turn left. ” However, the women
burst into laughter again. Sun Tzu said,
“If orders are not announced clear or dis-
ciplines not fully understood, the general
is to blame. But if his orders are clear,
and the soldiers nevertheless disobey,
then it is the officers to admit their
faults. ” Saying so, he ordered that the
two group leaders be beheaded. The King
was watching the drill from a raised plat-
form, and seeing that his favorite concu-
bines were about to be executed, he was
greatly shocked and lost no time in send-
“l] am now
quite satisfied to see your ability as a gen-
eral to direct troops. But if I am bereft of
these two concubines, 1 will lose a lot of

ing the following message,

fun, even cannot taste the flavor of
So, please forgive them.” Sun
Tzu replied, “Since I have been appointed

the general of your army by Your Majesty,

meals.
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I am empowered to disobey some of your
commands. ” And so he ordered to have the
two leaders beheaded.

Then he appointed the next two women
as group leaders before beating up the drum
again for the drill. And this time all the
women went through the drill, turning to
the right or to the left, marching on or
coming back, kneeling or standing, with
perfect accuracy and precision, no one dar-
ing to utter a word. Then Sun Tzu sent a
messenger to report to the King, “The
troop has been well disciplined, and ready
for Your Majesty’s inspection. They can be
put into battles, and will never disobey e-
ven if Your Majesty would like them to go
through the tests of fires and waters. ” But
the King replied, “You, the general, may
stop drilling and return to the camp to have
a rest. I have no intention to go down and
inspect my troops.” Thereupon Sun Tzu
said, “It seems the King is only fond of the
words in the Art of War and cannot trans-
late them into practice. ”

Since then, He Lu has got to know
that Sun Tzu was at home in commanding
the army, and finally appointed him the
general of the army of the State Wu. He
defeated the State Chu, a big power in the
west, and once captured Ying, the capital
of the Chu State and posed a great threat to
the states of Qi and Jin in the north. And
therefore, the King of the State Wu spread
his fame and great influence amongst the
states, to which Sun Tzu had made his due
contribution,
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