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Editor’s Note

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Morrison left Urumchi for the west border of China and his first destination was Kuldja. Morrison
reported the development of Western China at all times in his journey, such as to that of Ili. He pointed
out, “Kuldja is the name of a town close to the river Ili. It takes the place of a town of the same name,
now buried in the Ili River, which was destroyed by the Mahomedans in 1865. By foreigners the name
has been applied to the district. It is somewhat confusing, but there are three towns quite separate
from each other which are vaguely termed Kuldja by the foreigners. On coming from the capital the
road, bending from the north into the Ili valley, reaches first the thriving town of Suiting hsien, a busy
mart with a rapidly increasing population of Chinese, adorned with one striking temple, the memorial
temple to Chin Hsun, the General who recovered for China the territory lying between the capital and
Kuldja, and who was the first Tartar General of Kuldja after its evacuation by Russia. There is a high
military officer in Suiting, a Chen Tai, whose command is held from the provincial Governor and is
independent of that of the Tartar General. A body of ragged provincial levies, badly armed, represents
the might of China.” Morrison observed and studied Suiting, the headquarters of the Tartar General
and praised the reformation there especially the new army. He wrote as follows:

Suiting hsien is 30 miles from the Russian frontier. Five miles southeast from the city is a new
city built 15 years ago, called Hsin Cheng, a well laid-out town with broad streets, unmetalled, with
large yamens and marked business activity. This is the headquarters of the Tartar General, the seat of
the new military school, and the depot of a newly-created branch of the modern army of China. It is
the chief stronghold of the region, but is built in an indefensible position. A military spirit is abroad in
the town, and the sounds of bugles, the tramp of soldiers singing patriotic choruses as they march, and
the voices of drill instructors are heard all day long. Officers in smart uniforms, proud of their uniform
and their sword, swagger about the streets. It is a quite new movement, and promises well.

Morrison crossed the Tienshan range and went south to Chinese Turkestan after visiting Kuldja
for several days. Readers can find out the local condition and customs of various nationalities in
northwest China from these photos. Morrison showed the field, people, buildings and markets
in Kashgar through 35 pictures, and stated the facts of prosperous Sinkiang in 1910. It reflected
Morrison’s thought that he was eager for the success of reform and the strength of China. He reported
the achievements of the reform of Qing court in 7%e 7imes after 1906, and he was not harmonious
with his leader because of his sympathy with China. But he made up his mind to adhere to his idea
and showed every bit of progress in his accounts. Meanwhile, he paid close attention to the Chinese

borders defense that was neglected by Qing court.
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Kuldja (1)

orrison gave a minute description to the section from Urumchi to Kuldja:

From Urumchi, the capital of the New Dominion, to Kuldja is a distance of

582 miles. The road is available for cart traffic throughout the year, subject,
however, to long delays in the summer, when the labyrinth of rivers flowing down from the
Tien Shan, none of which are bridged, are swollen by the melting of the snows. The road passes
generally through a fertile, well-cultivated country, occasionally through long stretches of deep
sand. For some distance it passes by the Sairam Nor at the base of pine-clad mountains, and
descends by the Talki pass through country as beautiful as Switzerland into the basin of the
Ili. Rather more than 100 miles from the capital is the granary of the capital, the fertile oasis
of Manass, famous for its rice fields, its vineyards, and its orchards. Continue along the main
road a further distance of 113 miles and the town of His Hu is reached. Here the main road
bifurcates, one branch going northwest to Tarbagatai (called Chuguchak by the Russians)
and the other continuing to Ili. At the village of Tahoyen, midway between His Hu and
Kuldja, there is another road, not available for carts, which from the main road runs over the
mountains direct to Tarbagatai. Whoever holds His Hu holds all the roads to Tarbagatai and

Kuldja from the capital of the province.
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5A7H &1,
Lou Tou I. May 7.
5A7H REBHLERA,
Chan-tou in Lou Tou I. May 7.

5A7H %1%,
Lou Tou I. May 7.
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5A8H Am-FHEILHER, HIFEEXEER,

On road near Shihhotzu, camels approaching. May 8.
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5A8H MM
BOE, BINENS
BARFEERE,

My tarantass
from Urumchi to
Kuldja. May 8.
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5RA7H IEAETHHE R R EE,

Lung Wang Miao near Manass. May 7.
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5A8H IMHTRHLAIFE,

Temple near Manass. May 8.

5A8H HRMRH, REERRI,
The usual farm in pretty irrigated country. May 8.
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5A9H Z=i#EiAF,
View in San Tao Ho Tzu. May 9.

5A9H Z=ERFHIRKRMET,

Trees and temple in San Tao Ho Tzu. May 9.

5A9R #ikA
y brute of Chan-tou. May 9.
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5A9H HEmMirE, TE
BHILERMNREN L RS
MG,

My Ting Chai (servant). My
chan-tou and ponies in the scrub
near Yen Chih Hai. May 9.

5A9H Z=i#imF,
View in San Tao Ho Tzu.
May 9.
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5H10H H/RFHKRERE EBTER AR,

Camel caravan of Hassas in Steppes. May 10. |

\ N

N\ R
o5

S5H10B Bl (55% ) BBk, TRk HHsERIb,
Our inn at Hsi Hu with Hunter. May 10.
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5A10H HMIN#$SE,
My tarantass. May 10.
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5A108 #E#deimtE.
North wall of Hsi Hu. May 10.
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5A10H ZEW,
Kuei Tung. May 10.

58108 #Ed,
Kuei Tung. May 10.

5A10H ML IRIRE o
Niang Niang Miao near Hsi Hu. May 10.
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5A11E BHEHREA.
A Wu Ssu Mongol. May 11.
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5A11HE ERE (FF).
Pu Erh Ta. May 11.
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