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4.4 Defining research paper writing

11 Defining research paper writing

A

1.2 Types of research papers

13 Principles of research paper writing
14 Styles of research paper writing

1.5  Structure of research papers

A research paper can be a term paper for a curricular course, a published
article in a journal, or a thesis or dissertation as a partial fulfillment for the
requirements of a university degree. It is usually a long, documented report that
focuses upon an academic topic, covering the research object, purposes, methods,
results, conclusions, and implications.

Research paper writing is considered an enlightening activity for academia to
access and update research. It is a kind of writing devoted to topics and questions
that are of particular interest to the academic community, with an informed
argument presented to the reader. Therefore, writing a research paper requires one
to “seek out information about a subject, take a stand on it, and back it up with the
opinions, ideas and views of others as evidence. What results is a printed paper

variously known as a term paper or library paper, usually with a minimum length
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specified, in which you present your views and findings on the chosen subject A
(Winkler & McCuen-Metherell, 2008: 3). In other words, a research paper is a kind
of writing that is quite different from such writings as personal letters, literary
entertainments, journalistic reports, business documents, etc. with regard to
audience and purpose.

For one thing, unlike a personal letter intended for a certain intimate relation
or a literary work intended for recreation, a research paper is primarily presented
to experts sharing one’s own research interest. For another, a specific and clear
purpose matters a lot for a decent research paper. Unlike literary writing for which
entertainment is the only purpose, or journalistic writing which sets
informativeness or pervasiveness as the top goal, research paper writing regards
explanation and argumentation as the primary purposes in that one’s viewpoint on a
certain issue is presented in the hope of convincing others.

In terms of methodology, research paper writing often contains an argument
and critical analysis, and writers must know how to distinguish their own ideas
from those of others. An argument, in academic terms, is something that is
claimed to be valid on the basis of factual evidence for presentation. Academics
analyse and evaluate the evidence upon which claims are based. This involves
presenting examples and quoting relevant sources outside. An argument presents
and discusses a central set of related claims in the form of a thesis or hypothesis.

The result can be a synthesis or conclusion.

Types of research papers

Research papers mainly consist of course papers, thesis papers and journal
articles. As course papers are relatively short and simple, we shall concentrate on
the other two types throughout the book.

In general, thesis papers, including BA theses, MA theses, and PhD
dissertations, are written with clear requirements such as a specific argument,
critical evaluation and logical construction. Usually thesis papers are intended to
explore a certain issue with one’s stand clearly declared, compelling evidence

- presented in the form of quotes, statistics and comparative analysis on one’s side.
They are different from report papers in that the latter just retell the facts already
collected into a report rather than manipulating them into a convincing conclusion.

Similarly, journal articles are essays with a rigid structure supported by

EEFARXBHELAERE



documentation and literature review. They use citations in a formatted style with a
developed thesis and progressive argument. They often follow the format of
Abstract, Introduction, Literature Review, Methodology, Results and Discussion,
and Conclusion. Compared with thesis papers, journal articles are shorter in length

but more condensed in content since they are intended for publication.

%3 Principles of research paper writing
For research paper writing, the following principles deserve adequate attention
(Winkler & McCuen-Metherell, 2008: 9):
<> You must select a topic that is complex enough to be researched from a variety of sources
but narrow enough to be covered in the restricted number of pages.
<> You must do the exploratory scanning and reading of sources on your topic.
<> You must gather information on your topic and assemble it into some usable sequence.
<> You must outline the major parts of your paper.
<> You must write a rough draft of the paper arguing, proving, or supporting your thesis with
information uncovered by your research. You must acknowledge all borrowed ideas, data,
and opinions.
<> You must prepare a bibliography listing all sources used in the paper and you must write
the final draft.
It seems that the principles above can be further refined into three macro-

principles, as shown in the following table.

Table 1 Macroprinciples of research paper writing

State only that which you can support with factual evidence. Always
acknowledge the source of both evidence and ideas.

Honesty

Consider only that which is relevant to the topic, focus and objectives of
Relev ‘ your argument or discussion. Do not include anything that you cannot link
, to your argument. Do not put in your conclusion crucial information that

has not previously been discussed in the body of your work.

Be clear and direct in your logic and style. Be direct about your aims and

' Clarity objectives. Explain what needs to be explained, but assume your reader

P has basic knowledge of the world and the topic under discussion.

Unit1 Rudiments of English Research Paper Writing
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Last but not least, there is a consensus among academia to avoid gendered
expressions. We just take “man” as an example, with the sexism-free equivalent

provided for comparison:

Table 2 Comparison between gendered and gender-free expressions

Gendered expressions Gender-free counterparts
human, person, mortal, humankind, humanity, human
man beings, human race, people
man-sized sizable, adult-sized
man’s achievement human achievement
man-made synthetic, manufactured, machine-made
common man the average person, ordinary people

To handle the sexist problem, we may also use pronouns like “they” or “you”.
Here are some examples:

(1) Gendered version: As he advances in his program, the medical student has
increasing opportunities for clinical work.
Revised version 1: As they advance in their program, medical students have
increasing opportunities for clinical work.
Revised version 2: As you advance in your program, you have increasing
opportunities for clinical work.

There are other means, for sure. Consider (2):

(2} Gendered version: The average student is worried about his grades.
Revised version: The average student is worried about grades.

As shown above, the deletion of masculine pronoun removes sexism effectively.

.4 Styles of research paper writing

In general, research papers are formal, objective, and cautious.

Research papers are formal. They do not use contractions, colloquialisms or
slang. For example, “is not” is preferred over “isn’'t” and “they’ve” needs to be
substituted by “they have”. Colloquialisms like “okay” or “pretty good” and slang
expressions like “mess up” are avoided in research paper writing.

Mostly, research papers are objective. Generally, this means that subjective
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expressions like “I think” and “I believe” are not good at all. Compare the following
expressions:

(3) Personal: I chose this method because it is less complex.

Impersonal : This method is chosen because it is less complex.

As one can find, the passive voice is a very effective vehicle to help develop
research papers with an impersonal style.

Research paper writing is cautious. There is frequent use of “hedging”
expressions or vague language like “probably” and “to some extent”. Actually, it is
wise to use a cautious tone in research paper writing, because very often there is no
absolutely right answer or perfect solution to the issues discussed. It is usually more
appropriate to “suggest” when one is not in a position to “state” or “assert”. Here

are some examples of a cautious or tentative style:

Table 3 Examples of hedges for research paper writing

introductory verbs e.g. seem, tend, look like, appear to be
lexical verbs e. g. believe, assume, suggest, think, doubt, indicate
modal verbs e.g. will, must, would, may, might, can, could
frequency adverbs e. g. often, sometimes, usually
modal adverbs e. g. certainly, definitely, clearly, probably, possibly, perhaps
modal adjectives e. g. certain, definite, clear, probable, possible
modal nouns e. g. assumption, possibility, probability
e. g. It could be the case that ...

that clauses It might be suggested that ...

There is still hope that ...

5? Structure of research papers

Generally speaking, a thesis or dissertation is made up of an abstract, a table of
contents and the main text, plus some minor but often indispensable elements like
references (or bibliography, works cited), appendices and acknowledgements.
While theses or dissertations may vary from each other, the following layout is

recommended:
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<> Title page

<> Declaration

<> Acknowledgements (sometimes placed at the end)
<> Abstract

<> Table of contents

<> The main text of the paper

<> Notes

<> Bibliography (or References, Works Cited)

The title page contains three main subdivisions: the title of the research, the

author (and the supervisor) and the subject field information. For instance:

MEANING IN ACADEMIC CONTEXTS:
A CORPUS-BASED STUDY OF PRAGMATIC UTTERANCES

By Paula Garcia

A Dissertation
Submitted in Partial Fulfillment
of the Requirements for the Degree of
Doctor of Philosophy
in Applied Linguistics
May 2012

The abstract, a miniature of the whole research (for guidelines of abstract
writing , refer to Unit 2), follows the title page. The table of contents lists the titles
and subtitles of the chapters in the main body part of the thesis or dissertation.
These front matters are numbered with small Roman numerals (such as “i”, “ii”,
“iii”) at the bottom central or right-hand corner of the page.

The main body part of a thesis or dissertation often includes the following major
sections, namely, Introduction, Literature Review, Methodology, (Theoretical
Framework,) Results and Discussion, and Conclusion, as found in a linguistic

thesis based on empirical research.
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(1 .
E Check your understanding

Answer the following questions according to what you have read.

1. Why are research papers so important for the academia?

In what ways are research papers different from non-academic ones?
How many types of research paper writing are there? What are they?
What principles should be observed in research paper writing?

G A W N

What are the stylistic features of research paper writing?

1. Go over the following two passages.

5 My

Passage One

This study investigated the types and functions of parental
other-repetition in Mandarin parent-child interaction from a
discourse-pragmatic perspective. The subjects of this study were
two Mandarin-speaking parent-child dyads. The data included six
hours of natural conversations recorded when the children were
between the ages of 2 and 3. Parental other-repetitions were
classified into four repetition types: exact, reduced, modified, or
expanded. The different types of repetitions were further analyzed
to examine the pragmatic functions of Mandarin parental other-
repetition within the framework of communicative exchanges . It was
found that the parents used the different types of repetition for a
variety of communicative purposes such as acknowledging the receipt
of information, asking for clarification, asking for confirmation,
targeting a next action, and reformulating the child’s utterances.

The results also showed that the parents’ use of other-repetition

reflected the particular nature of child-directed speech, and the
5, 4 <
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