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A STUDY ON COMPOUND VARIANT FORMS OF THE
SAME WORDS IN MODERN CHINESE LSXIS AND
THEIR HSITORY

ABSTRACT

This dissertation deals with compound variant forms of the
same words in modern Chinese lexis and their history, which
belong to the issues in the field of Chinese lexical history through
lexicology research methods.

410 groups of compound variant forms of the same words
in Modern Chinese Dictionary have been chosen as the object
of study through the research methods of synchronic description
and historical analysis. This paper mainly discusses each group of
compound variant forms of the same words in three dimensions
including their forms in history and modern times, original meaning
as well as combination with other morphemes, and uses in different
contexts, aiming to systematically reflect the overall appearance of
variant forms of the same words in Chinese vocabulary, reveal the
evolution of variant forms of the same words and provide relevant
historical references in contemporary Chinese lexis.

This dissertation includes four parts. The first is the introduction
which presents the reason of this research problem, its objective and
literature review, and shows the value of this study, methods and
research procedures. The second part focuses on the word forms of

variant forms of the same words in modern times. Emphasis is put

m



on describing the word forms and a conclusion is drawn that variant
forms of the same words fall into two categories: same morpheme
and different morpheme. The former is divided into three types
based on the principle of the relationship between words which
record the same morpheme; the latter is also classified into three
types according to whether different morphemes in each pair of
variant forms of the same words have the same, similar, or different
meanings. Built on the classification, ancient forms and modern
forms are contrasted to demonstrate the lexical phenomenon and
further analyze the causes of the distinctions. The third part mainly
discusses the formation and grounds of compound variant forms
of the same words in Modern Chinese lexis. According to the
distinctions between the grounds of different words forms in the
same pair of variant forms of the same words, there are two types:
the same-grounded and different-grounded. By means of grammar
and semantic, the manner of word formation is described. Hereby,
the comparison and analysis of structures of compound variant
forms of the same words in modern and ancient times are done and
word formation grounds of compound variant forms of the same
words are classified and discovered. The final part concentrates on
the usages of compound variant forms of the same words, mainly
presenting their uses in history rather than in modern times from
four aspects as follows, the relationship of meanings, frequency,
resources, and context to explore the usage differences in each
pair of variant forms of the same words and put them into different
groups trying to reveal the reasons and summarize their rules.
KEY WORDS: compound variant forms of the same words;

history; comparison of modern and ancient time
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