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Slowo do wydania chinskiego
Wydania narodowego Dziet

Ogromna, rados¢ sprawia mi fakt, ze redagowane przeze

mnie wydanie zrédlowe Dziel Chopina bedzie dostepne na rynku
ksiegarskimw Waszym kraju. Kiedy przed c¢wier¢ wiekiem
miatem okazje go odwiedzi¢, zauwazylem u pianistycznej mtodziezy
chinskiej znakomite dyspozycje do wykonywania muzyki Chopina,
Nastapne lata potwierdzily te moja, opinie sukcesami chinskich
pianistow na estradach swiata i Polski, tez na Konkursach Chopi-
nowskich, Zycze chinskiej miodziezy pianistycznej, jak rowniez
pedagogom, muzykologom i melomanom jak najlepszego poznania
muzyki najwickszego polskiego tworcy muzycznego, ktdrego

pelnemu zrozumieniu ma stuzy¢ nasze wydanie.
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about the Polonaises ...
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{...] we cannot conceal [...] from the public the following composition, disseminated in print

by the hand of a friend: Polonaise pour Pianoforte dédiée & son Excellence Mile la Comtesse
Victoire Skarbek par Frédéric Chopin agé de 8 ans. The composer of this Polish dance,

a young lad only eight years of age [...] a true musical genius: not only does he play on the piano
the most difficult pieces with the greatest facility and extraordinary taste, but he is already

the composer of a number of dances and variations by which connoisseurs of music are
unceasingly amazed, above all given their composer’s youthful age.’

From a piece in the Pami Inik Warszawski, year 4, vol. 10 (1818),

WN &

‘As far as one may deduce from the manuscript and its dedication, this composition was written by
Fryderyk Chopin in his 14th year, and has not been previously printed anywhere.’

Note beneath the first page of the musical text of the Polish first edition, published by J. Kaufmann, Warsaw 1864.

WN 10

I send you today one Polonaise and one Mazurka. The Polonaise could not be found after
my brother’s death in 1877 among the papers he left; | recall that he even had two copies,
namely a working copy and a more meticulously written text; | copied it out from the latter
some 18 years ago, and | present here a copy of it.’

From a letter sent by Oskar Kolberg to the firm of Breitkopf & Hartel in Leipzig, Krakow 3 Dec. 1878.

As for Chopin's polonaise [...] | can say no more than this — that it was dedicated to my brother,
Wilhelm, a school friend of Fryderyk [...] It was written just before Frydferyk] left for Reinerz in 1826;
the previous day, the two of them had been to a production of “La gazza ladra” at the theatre

(or possibly they heard an aria from it at a private soirée that | don’t recall), and since my brother
took a liking to this melody, Chfopin] stuffed it in the trio.’

From a letter sent by Oskar Kolberg to Jan Kleczynski in Warsaw, Krakow 23 May 1881.

WN 12

‘I couldn't get out of sending them [The Duke and Duchess Radziwil of Antonin] my F minor
Polonaise, which entranced the Duchess Eliza, so | entreat you to send it to me by the very next
post, as [ don’t wish to be seen as impolite, and | don’t want to write it from memory, dear thing,
because 1 might write it differently to how it actually looks. You can imagine the Duchess’s
character, when I had to play her this Polonaise every day, and she liked nothing better than

the Trio in Ab major. [...] Let me remind you once again, the Polonaise in F minor, send it to me,
dear friend, by the earliest post.’

From a letter sent by Fryderyk Chopin to Tytus Woyciechowski in Poturzyn, Warsaw 14 Nov. 1829.
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1...] An utterly brilliant Polonaise, presumably poached from the album of Mr Tyt{us] Woyciechowski
and published by Kaufmann of Warsaw [...]’

From comments made by Oskar Kolberg on Maurycy Antoni Szuic's work on Chopin, attached to a letter from 13 Nov. 1874,

‘My other request is that you search for Chopin’s Polonaise in Gb major, published [...] 20 years ago
by Kaufmann (as a Polonaise by the famous musical artist recently deceased in Paris)
and also as a second edition, and which | also saw written out in albums.’

From a letter sent by Oskar Kolberg to Jozef Sikorski [in Zakopane], {Modinica] 27 Sept. 1879.

‘The moment when Chapin’s works become common property is ever nearer and we must put
all our energies into completing the list of his works. We are having considerable difficulty
with the legacy of piano works from volume 12, in which we are still lacking base texts for the
Mazurka in A minor, No. 13, and the Polonaise in Gb major, No. 21, which is particularly
hampering the preparation of our fingered editions.’

From a letter sent by Breitkopf & Hartel to Oskar Kolberg in Modinica, Leipzig 9 Oct. 1879.

‘I refer in particular to the Polonaise, which | saw 10-20 years ago in the albums of several ladies
in Warsz{awa] and was told that it came from yourself; the Kaufmann edition is now out of print
and difficult to get hold of. | would ask you kindly for a copy [...].

From a ietter sent by Oskar Kolberg to Tytus Woyciechowski [who died 9 months before this letter was written), Modlnica 15 Dec. 1879.

{... The Polonaise] in Gb major that appeared in the Qeuvres posthumes (6 in total) published by
Kaufmann, who had previously published it separately as a Polonaise by the celebrated musical
artist who died in Paris. | myself had several copies in my hand at one time or another; now,
however, | need it for the complete set. Presuming that you know it or are able to acquire it,

I would ask if you could kindly send me a copy [...]’

From a letter sent by Oskar Kolberg to Jan Kleczynski in Warsaw, Krakow 2 June 1880.

‘I send you, finally, the Chopin Polonaise, long since copied out.’

From a letter by Jan Kleczyriski to Oskar Kolberg in Krakéw, Warsaw 20 Sept. 1880.

‘It is my pleasure to enclose the best version of the Chopin Polonaise in Gb major circulating

in various copies. [...] This polonaise was known under the name “Farewell to Warsaw in 1830”
(Les adjeux de Varsovie). Chopin wrote it shortly before leaving the country, solely for close friends
and fellow students, and had not thought of publishing it while alive [...].’

From a letter sent by Oskar Kolberg to the firm of Breitkopf & Hartel in Leipzig, Krakéw 5 Jan. 1881.

‘As regards [...] Chopin’s Polonaise in Gb major, we ourselves considered including it in the
collected edition, leaving the final decision to the editors; this was unfortunately negative.’

From a letter sent by Breitkopf & Hartel to Oskar Kolberg in Krakéw, Leipzig 15 May 1885.

‘The Polonaise in Gb major [...], dating from the master’s youth, displays all the hallmarks of his

genius. This work, made available to us by Mr A. Poliriski, is not an autograph but a copy produced
by the hand of a friend from Chopin’s youth, the famous ethnographer Oskar Kolberg [...].’

From a note in the periodical Die Musik, Chopin-Heft, year 8 (1908/1909), Heft 1, to which the printed text of the Polonaise was attached.
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Given on additional stafis is the execution of ornaments.
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[Polonoise da Capo al Fine
senza repetizioni]

' REARME 32 /01,

To be executed as in bar 32.
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Given on additional staffs is the execution of ornaments.
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Another version of bar 22 is
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*REATRME 29-30 /8,

To be executed as in bars 29-30.

[Polonoise da Capo al Fine
senza repetizione}
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