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The civilization of Naxi minority, a precious human cultural legacy, is of long standing
and with rich content, just like a resplendent pearl.

Mr Wu Yiren traveled for three times into Lijiang from afar. He cast his unique perspec—
tive upon Naxi culture, and deeply attached to it. With a strong desire for knowledge
and a kept mind to a brother minority, he searched for data and studied hard without
feeling fatigue. Many of an exhibition held in Shanghai of his art treasures, including
Naxi character calligraphy and seal-cuttings, made the spectators and fellow artists
feel as if bathed in mountain breeze, fresh and refined, and produced an active and
extensive influence.

Mr Wu is a prestigious calligrapher, painter, seal—cutter and lithography scholar. He is
a pioneer of engraving Han Dynasty bamboo slips’ characters on stone seals in the
history of seal—cutting. Being a student of the art masters, Qian Shoutie and Qian Juntao,
and being taught and encouraged by the forerunners, Liu Haisu and Luo Fuyi, he is
multi—-talented in calligraphy, painting and music. He respects tradition, and dared to



brave new trails. He has students in every nook and cranny, and is highly praised in the
art circle. He has inherited the tradition from his tutors in mastering various arts and
absorbing merits of all others, and being tireless in teaching others.

The art works included in this book are Mr Wu Yiren’s excellent conception after col-
lecting the life stories and habits of Naxis. They are really the crystals of his thoughts
and energies, which come from the vanguards in the history of seal-cutting. The in—
scriptions are accurately examined and corrected. The carving strokes are mellow and
mature, full of vitality, strength and beauty. The configurations are graceful and digni-
fied. There is a harmony and a unity of traditional artistry, modern ethos and national
features. A dazzling display here is more than eyes could behold. The selected Naxi
minority auspicious remarks, couplets and proverbs are of deep meanings and easy to
copy. With this book in hand, one deserves to read it again and again. It is really a book
of high—level artistry for common readers, with particular values for carrying forward
Naxi minority culture and enhancing national unity.
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