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[he Commerce of Reading
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The [commerce of books] goes side by side with me in my whole
course, and everywhere is assisting to me; it comforts me in my age and
solitude; it eases me of a troublesome weight of idleness, and it delivers me
at all hours from company that I dislike; and it blunts the point of griefs if

they are not extreme, and have got an entire possession of my soul.

To divert myself from a troublesome fancy’tis' but to run to my
books; they presently fix me to them, and drive the other out of my
thoughts; and do not mutiny at seeing [ have only recourse to them for
want of other more real, natural, and lively conveniences; they always
receive me with the same kindness. “He may well go a-foot,” say they, “who

leads his horse in his hand.”

In the experience and practice of this sentence, which is a very true
one, all the benefit I reap from books consists; and yet I make as little
use of it almost as those who know it not; I enjoy it as a miser does his
money, in knowing that I may enjoy it when I please; my mind is satisfied
with this right of possession. I never travel without books, either in
peace or war; and yet I sometumes pass over several days, and sometimes
months, without looking at them; I will read by and by, say I to myself,

or tomorrow, or when I please, and time meanwhile steals away without
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any inconvenience; for it is not to be imagined to what degree I please
myself, and rest content in this consideration, that I have them by me, to
divert myself with them when I am so disposed, and call to mind what
an ease and assistance they are to my life. "Tis the best viaticum I have
yet found out for this human journey, and I very much pity those men of
understanding who are unprovided with it. I rather accept of” any sort of

diversion, how light soever, in the feeling that this can never fail me.

When at home, I a litle more frequent my hbrary from whence I at
once survey all the whole concerns of my family. As I enter it, I thence see
under me my garden, court, and base-court, and into all the parts of the
building. There 1 turn over now one book, and then another, of various
subjects, without method or design. One while I meditate; another [
record, and dictate as I walk to and fro, such whimsies as these with which

I here present you.

"Tis in the third story of a tower, of which the ground-room is my
chapel, the second story an apartment with a with drawing-room and
closet, where I often lie to be more retired; above it is this great wardrobe,
which formerly was the most useless part of the house. In that room I
pass away most of the days of my life, and most of the hours of the day;
in the night I am never there. There is within it a cabinet handsome and
neat enough, with a very convenient fireplace for the winter, and windows
that afford a great deal of light, and very pleasant prospects; and were [

not afraid, less of the expense than of the trouble, that frights me from all



