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Ghost Lights tells the story of Hal, an employee of the formida-
ble Internal Revenue Service (IRS). He lives in Southern Califor-
nia and has a family of three. Feeling a bit out of place domestically
and socially, he volunteers for a mission impossible: he sets oul 1o
rescue his wife Susan’s missing boss/lover, who has disappeared in
Belize where he has a real estate project in a subtropical rainforest.
Hal’s upriver adventure in Latin America, reminiscent of Conrad’s
Heart of Darkness, is a creative testimony of the Socratic theme that
the highest knowledge is self—knowledge, which, however, could

be at once revelatory and illusory.

Screening Committee of the Annual

Best Foreign Novels, 21st Century
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