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The New iPad Launched
with Little Fanfare

ESTE

—IRIEE, BiEtiR. INRCIZHEREX

Apple Inc launched its new iPad tablet in
the Chinese mainland market on Friday, this
time without the overnight lines seen during
the release of the iPhone 4S and the iPad 2.The
release comes shortly after the company paid
$60 million to a Chinese company to settle a
trademark dispute over the iPad name.

Last year, when the company launched

its iPad 2 in China, hundreds of people stayed

up all night queuing for the new device.

Authorities sent police and police dogs to
keep public order outside the Apple stores.
However, this year, only about 30 customers
were waiting for the store in Sanlitun to open
on Friday morning. Apple store employees
outnumbered buyers. Most of the waiting
customers were Apple fans, and scalpers—the
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professional profiteers—were hard to find this
time.

A customer surnamed Ye was the first
in line to buy a 32-gigabyte iPad. He said that he
already owns an iPhone 4, an iPad 2 and other Apple
products. “I reserved an iPad at Apple’s online
store on Thursday morning, and then received
an email to pick up the tablet on Friday
morning, a few hours later,” Ye said. He
arrived at the store at around 7 a.m., and was
surprised to find out that he was the first in
line. Last year, the first customer who bought
an iPad?2 started queuing at 3 a.m..

Apple’s new retail policies in China
and the economic slowdown were the main
reasons for the lackluster attendance, industry
experts said. In order to curb scalpers and

the gray-market trade, the new product

was only available through Apple’s online

store, selected authorized resellers and by

reservation from Apple’s retail stores in

China.

“Tablets have been in the Chinese market
for about two years, and customers now are
more jaded about the new products,” said Wang
Jiping, a senior analyst at US-based IT research
company IDC Asia-Pacific. Wang also said that
because the new iPad has been sold for about
four months in many countries around the world,
customers won’t be as passionate about the
product as they were before.
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About 6.18 million tablets were sold in
China last year, and the number is expected
to increase to about 8 million this year.
China has become a very important market
for Apple. The number of Chinese people

accessing the Internet via mobile devices—

such as tablets and smartphones—has increased

to a record high of 388 million at the end of

June, a report from China Internet Network

Information Center said on Thursday.

However, Wang said personal computers
will not be replaced by tablets. IDC predicts
that PC shipments in China will reach 80
million units this year, still 10 times more
than tablets. “Tablets are more like toys, but
cell phones and PCs are necessary for work,”
Wang said. The lackluster demand might also
be related to gray-market products.

“Hong Kong version iPads have the same
warranty in China but cost about 400 yuan
(863) less. 1 don’t want to pay extra to get the
same product,” said Yang Qiong, a customer
in Zhongguancun, Beijing’s biggest electronic

products area.
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1. Last year, when the company launched its iPad 2 in China, hundreds of people

stayed up all night queuing for the new device.

A)hlaunch—iAZ % AFFRR &5 (DE) 7, BEARATE “&&, #
HOCGHER) T R, EiEstay upRn AREERE, B ; AP whens| S E]

n B EEFHL
n—RHZHE, Kt

smartphone
shipment

warranty



PR BR 2 i)™l

Knowing about Global Corporations

REMNAE], A “%------Bf” ; hundreds of people2A<f] FiE, FhiFlkiEstay up
YEIBIE, queuing/RBUAE M AAIIERIERE, TEFERERIE.

2. In order to curb scalpers and the gray—market trade, the new product was only

available through Apple’s online store, selected authorized resellers and by reservation

from Apple’s retail stores in China.
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3. The number of Chinese people accessing the Internet via mobile devices—such

as tablets and smartphones—has increased to a record high of 388 million at the end of
June, a report from China Internet Network Information Center said on Thursday.
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With $43 billion of cash in its coffers,
Google can afford to spend millions on
companies just to mine them for talent.
Google struck again on Friday, buying
popular iPhone and Macintosh e-mail app
Sparrow. But Google has no interest in the
company itself. A spokeswoman for the search
giant said Google will keep Sparrow up and
running and it will continue to support the
application. But the company doesn’t plan to
offer any significant Sparrow updates in the
future. In their new roles at Google, Sparrdw’s
five employees will work on “new projects”
for Gmail. If Sparrow’s team has any hard
feelings about ending work on its creation, it
didn’t say so.

The company has worked to enhance the
“mailing experience”, Sparrow CEO Dom
Leca wrote in a blog post. “Now we’re joining
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Google Devotes to
Mailing Experlence
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