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Summary in English

RUSSELL’S PRINCIPLE OF ABSTRACTION AND
LANGUAGE LEARNING

YUEN REN CHAO

Russell’s Principle of Abstraction, stated in simple, but non-rigorous,
terms, says that whenever we speak of the common property of a number
of individuals, it will be sufficient only to speak of the class of those in-
dividuals. Because this puts emphasis on things more than their “abstract”
properties, he sometimes informally calls this also the ‘“Principle of Concretion.”
The import of this principle for language learning is that instead of, as was
formerly done, talking all the time about the phonology, vocabulary, and
grammar of a language, often in the student’s own language, those “abstract”
aspects of the language are better taught and learned by spending most of
the time in and out of class in actual contact with the language itself.
Obviously one cannot say that a language simply #s the class of utterances
that have been made by its speakers, as it must include all its possible
utterances, as represented, in one form of characterization, by Bernard Bloch,
in the neural disposition of the speaker. But the best pedagogical approach
to the acquirement of this disposition, is still to go from the concrete and
let the abstract take care of itself. '
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