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Preface
by

William F. Pinar
University British Columbia
Vancouver, CANADA

I met Chen Yuting in 2003 on the campus of East China Normal
University in Shanghai, where she was studying for the PhD. On that day
Yuting was acting as a student volunteer, welcoming visitors to the first
triennial conference of the International Association for the Advancement
of Curriculum Studies. From almost that first moment our conversation
was lively. After the conference Yuting kindly offered to act as my guide
on a visit to Qufu, where I lectured at the University and visited the
landmarks associated with that legendary teacher Confucius. That time
cemented our professional friendship and Yuting and I have stayed in
touch since. She is now participating in my study of “Curriculum Studies
in China”, which I hope will be published in 2014 in English. Dr. Chen
translated 1994 book Autobiography, Politics, and Sexuality, for which
I remain grateful. I am even more grateful for Dr. Chen’s intelligent and
original adaptation of my autobiographical theory in her own important

research and work with teachers in China.

It has been forty years since I started working with autobiography.
Forty years ago it was a novel and sometimes awkward opportunity
for teachers to speak their own thoughts in their own words about their
own teaching. It took considerable encouragement — and my assurance
of confidentiality — for teachers to speak candidly. But I knew that
without candid conversation no real improvement could occur in the

school curriculum as it was enacted each day in each classroom. For me,
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autobiography is also political, as it acknowledges that teachers have the
professional right to express what they think. Indeed, teachers’ intellectual
independence is to be encouraged. While it can never be absolute — always
taking into account the students, their parents, the subject being taught,
and the Ministry guidelines — intellectual independence is the prerequisite
for creative and vibrant teaching. It is at the core of professional

autonomy.

While curriculum is a term often associated with Ministry guidelines
or school objectives, in my conception it is more accurately defined as
“complicated conversation™ as it incorporates those official elements but
it is also as enacted in actual classrooms by concretely existing persons.
The fact that students and teachers are individuals complicates classroom
conversation considerably, and often in welcomed ways, as each person
brings to whatever is being studied his or her own prior knowledge,
present circumstances, interest, and yes, disinterest. Students’ speech
and writing enable teachers to assess where the classroom conversation
is, what might happen next, and what needs to be reviewed, emphasized,
or sometimes sidestepped. Add to these the local or region where the
curriculum is enacted, the nation (its history and present circumstances),
the state of the planet, expressed as specifically and mundanely as the
weather (with catastrophic climate change threatening us all), and one
begins to appreciate just how complicated the conversation that the school
curriculum can be. There is as well the fact of the individual school,
although in North America that institution has often been overemphasized
in efforts to improve the curriculum. It is the lived experience of
curriculum—currere, the running of the course—where in the curriculum

is experienced, enacted, and reconstructed.

Few researchers understand these concepts better than Dr. Chen, as
you will discover when you read this important book. I thank you, Yuting,

for your important work!
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