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1. What a Holiday!
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Greece is regarded as the birthplace of European civilization

and has a 5000-year-old history. Many Greek myths about the
gads, such as Venus and Apollo, are still well known today.

I was so impressed by the many museums full of sculptures
and other art works during my visit to Greece last summer.
Historic sites all over the ancient Mediterranean country made
me feel the breath of past Greek civilizations.

It is easy to adjust to the slow rhythm of local life in this
romantic country of 3000 islands. Have you ever had a summer
vacation of five or six months? Greek undergraduates do!
Students in Greece can ride buses for half price and visit parks
for free. That is why some of them stay at college for over four

years. They are allowed to stay at college for as long as they



E—Ap EWMES
like. Sounds cool, doesn’t it?

There is another strange custom that many lazy people
would envy: By law, Greeks can rest from 2 pm to 5 pm every
day. As people have plenty of rest time, they enjoy going to
nightclubs and often don’t go back home until dawn.

Are you envious of this lifestyle? It suits the hot Greek
climate. It rarely rains in Greece and most plants are olive trees
which can grow well in dry soil. It is often too hot to go outdoors
in the long summer. That is why people don’t work or study in
the afternoons.

The bright sunshine in the wide blue sky, a light breeze
blowing from the sea and the ocean stretching to the horizon. ..
This wonderful Greek view is an unforgettable memory for me.
Like a fairytale or a dream, it will always stay in my mind.
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civilization / sivalai'zeifon/ n. 3]
sculpture /'skalptfa/ n. HEfE¥8, B %I
historic sites [Jj 8 ftk b

breath /bre8/ n. | &

rhythm /'ridom/ n. 5%

for free %: %%

cool /kul/ adj. 2 NHHE

envy /'envi/ vt. EKHE
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rarely /'reali/ adv. AH R0 1
breeze /brizz/ n. X,
stretch /stret]/ vi. /ut. H34E , JEEE . R
horizon /ha'raizn/ n. #F- £k
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2. Life is What We Make It
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Are you dissatisfied with today’s success? It is the harvest

from yesterday's sowing. Do you dream of a golden morrow?
You will reap what you are sowing today. We get out of life just
what we put into it.

Nature takes on our moods: she laughs with those who laugh
and weeps with those who weep. If we rejoice and are glad, the
very birds sing more sweetly, the woods and streams murmur
our song. But if we are sad and sorrowful, a sudden gloom falls
upon Nature’s face; the sun shines, but not in our hearts; the
birds sing, but not to us.

The future will be just what we make it. Our purpose will
give it its character. One's resolution is one’s prophecy. Leave
all your discouraging pessimism behind. Do not prophesy evil,

but good. Men of hope come to be front.




