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Topic 1

Armless Piano Player Moves China’s Got
Talent Audience to Tears
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Liu Wei was only 10 years old when both his arms were electrocuted
while playing a game of hide-and-seek. Both limbs were amputated and
although initially he was distraught about his condition, but he soon realized
he had a choice to make.

“For people like me, there were only two options. One was to abandon
all dreams, which would lead to a quick. hopeless death. The other was to
struggl;e without arms to live an outstanding life,” says Liu, now 23.

His dream was to be a pianist and his, outstanding life includes an



appearance on China’s Got Talent and an unforgettable performance playing
the soulful Murriage D" amour with his two feet on the piano.

Of course, a contestant overcoming adversity is a frequent subtext of
talent showcases, but Wei' s accomplishment is extraordinary. He told
Judges that teaching himself to play piano with his feet was “hard” and that
he endured cramps and abrasions. but he also said his mother inspired him
and hc wanted to make his parents proud.

Even watching it on YouTube, you cannot believe that Liu is able to
play so scamlessly, expertly and movingly using only his toes. The stunned
audicnce, many in tears. rose to a standing ovation at the conclusion of his
pertormance. The judges called Wei “a reached man”™ and bowed in respect
to his achievement.

P H R CChina Dariv) 7, 2010

1. clectrocute [17ektrakjust]: v, & 5160

2. amputate [eempjutert):v. &1L btk

ety

(4. Her leg was so badly damaged that the doctors had to amputate /e 69 35
P 2

;%}: R HEAGATARTE L R S b ok

(%)

distraught [di'strort).adj. <= B & EL6g s e 385 K fE4Y

She sounded absolutely distraught. /"% EJ- 47 A S 2L

4. outstanding [aut'steendin]:adj. 4 A&, %€ h 85

She is an outstanding actress. 42 7% — & & 416505 5

Ln

soultul ['saulfal]:adj. £ H 154

The poem is very soulful /3 47 13 #0F

6 adversity [ad'va:siti].n, =&
The fire is the test of gold; adversity of strong men./ 2l K ¥ A4, i# 35 5
i+

7. subtext {'sAbtekst]:n. 5 /149 &% 4 449
The subtext of that old saw. that heauty is arbitrary. is wrong /A8 & & #
FEN T2 SRR KR Rt

8. extraordinary [1ks'tro:denari): adj. 15 L&, 45 ) ¢4
Oh. that s really extraordinary!/sk, LR K &4 7!

9. cramp [kreemp]:n. Ab 5 B E AR



The swimmer got cramp in his legs and had to be helped out of the water.
I3 AE BRI, R R ORAKS) K

10. abrasion [9'brerzen]:n. #45 , B4, &4
a minor scratch or abrasion/— 4t 2 it #7 #4%5 & A 4R

H. stun[stan]:v. #EIF BB o X 16§, 5%
That film stunned the movie world in 2012./A% 28 & ¥ £ 2012 F K15 7
L P

12. ovation [au'vel[an]:n. & Fli ¥
The hero received a great ovation from the audience./AR4L £ 45 5] T A
16 M A sk 3.
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th ek B

T IREHiEB (8 LI (The Legend of 1900)

(BEHER)PABIMI900( AL BEDMALLE—HER, #
BE-TMEABRFEEAMBLOIUL, B E— U HF OHEP T, Kl
FARBER, EPLE—RENPIET, RH 8% K 1900 BE KA
Pl SANKBREMEHRERRT —2NEAR. BEGOSthTILE
HRARE MR EES LS, QSRAATRENSER DR T 20 AR
Sk kEH, EEXELT - AiESN L HEEB =5,
REET I RIHRVTHEAN G, fokatbEa 76D ERLS, ¥
—HIFHAD R BES A TR A OTNBREHN T EMAEHEF

LS HBRFUSRE RIS IV0ES TER,

s s

1900, 2T Y AR T A, s8I AL S HE T AR

BEEL A Al ER GRWRE T a1 LB REE .

T rarier Wil e

1900: All that city. You just couldn’t see the end to it. The end? Please?
You please just show me where it ends? Tt was all \.‘cry fine on that
gangway. And I was grand oo, in my overcoat. 1 cut quite a figure.
And T was getting off. Guaranteed. There was no problem. It wasn ' t
what I saw that stopped me, Max. It was what T didn’ t see. You
understand that? What 1 didn "t see. In all that sprawling city there was
everything except an end. There was no end. What T did not see was
where the whole thing came to an end. The end of the world... Take a
piano. The keys begin, the keys end. You know there are eighty—eight
of them, nobody can tell you any different. They are not infinite. You
are infinite. And on these keys the music that you can make is infinite.
I like that. That I can live by. You get me up on that gangway and you ' re
rolling out in front of me a keyboard of millions of keys, millions and
billions of keys that never end, and that’ s the truth, Max. That they

never end. That keyboard is infinite. And if that keyboard is infinite,

O



then on that keyboard there is no music you can play. You’ re sitting on the

1900,

wrang bench. That’ s God' s piano. Christ! Did, did you see the
streets”? Just the streets... There were thousands of them! And how do
you do it down there? How do you choose just one? One woman, one
house, one piece of land to call your own, one landscape to look at.
one way to die... All that world is
weighing down on me. You don’ t
even know where it comes o an end,
and aren’ t you ever just scared of
breaking apart at the thought of it?

The enormity of living 1t? I was born

on this ship, and the world passed me

by, but two thousand people at a time. And there were wishes here.
but never more than fit between prow and stern. You played out your
happiness. but on a piano that was not infinite. I learned to live that
way. Land? Land is a ship too big for me: it”s 4 woman too beautiful;
it’s a voyage too long. a perfume too strong: it’ s a music I don’ t know
how to make. I could never get off this ship. At best, I can step off my
life. After all. I don’t exist for anyone. You ' re an exception, Max.
You’ re the only one who knows 1" m here. You ' re a minority. and you " d

hetter get used to it.
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1. gangway ('geenwer]: n. fz#, L FitAse9 46+
Walking along the narrow gangway, | see a familiar face./& if 4Z 4 b 4%
AH T Kk Ay @il

2. guarantced [,geeran'tid]: adj. € 49, Z 89
Success is nol guaranteed. /9F REE AL R AR B R 3

3. millions and billions of...; & F+ % # (= millions of... and billions of..., #
T2 Y

4.  Christ!: int. !
(A& i d  AFRFFmiRit)
Christ! He was horribly scared now./ 5! ML ABEMNT

5. enormity [I'na:miti]: n. E K .2 K

Her words brought home the cnormity of what was happening./4 #5 & it
ANFBE R A F N

6. prow and stern: A5 o A5 £

7. atbhes: AL ¥ E %
Don’t scold him too much:he is at best a child. /R &it TH B4 i AR

AT
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