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Preface

Al &

The history of philosophy is in many ways like an epic novel. There are
revered ancestors who, through great suffering, establish traditions for the bet-
terment of their descendants. There are black sheep of the family who stir up
trouble, embarrass their brothers and sisters, and sometimes even invite the
wrath of political and religious authorities. There are bitter feuds between fam-
ilies that last generations, often with no clear victor ever emerging. As the saga
passes from one era to another, there is some feeling of progress. Old-fashioned
ways are discarded and replaced with new—although sometimes faddish—
ones. Thus, the history of philosophy is an “adventure of ideas,” to use the words
of one great philosopher. This book attempts to describe a major thread of that
drama.

The most visible change in this new edition is the inclusion of a new chap-
ter on Enlightenment philosophy. In other parts of the book, sections have also
been added on “Faith and Reason” to the Augustine chapter, “Proofs from
Motion” to the Aquinas chapter, and “Virtue Epistemology” to the chapter on
recent philosophy. Other more minor changes have been made throughout the
book to enhance its accuracy and readability.
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