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~Obama’s Hometown Hawaii

/?‘
1
[

Joyful Reading

Barack Obama was born on August 4, 1961
in the city of Honolulu on the island of
Oahu. Honolulu is home to the majority of
Hawaii’s diverse population and it was here at
the University of Hawaii that Barack’s father and
mother, Barack Obama Sr. and Ann Dunham,
met.

Barack Obama once said
“What’s best in me, and
what’s best in my message, is
consistent® with the tradition
of Hawaii.” The intellectual
and cultural environment
nourished Barack Obama. As
Michelle Obama said to B Mendell, her husband’s
biographer, “You can’t really understand Barack
until you understand Hawaii.”

Hawaii is the newest of the 50 US states, and is
the only state made up entirely of islands. The
state was admitted to the Union on August 21,
1959. Its capital is Honolulu on the island of
Oahu.

The state encompasses nearly the entire volcanic?

Hawaiian Island chain, which comprises hundreds
of islands spread over 1,500 miles (2,400 km).
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At the southeastern end of the archipelago®, the
eight“main islands” are (from the northwest to
southeast) Niihau, Kauai, Oahu, Molokai, Lanai,
Kahoolawe, Maui, and Hawaii. The last is by far
the largest, and is often called the “Big Island”
or “Big Isle” to avoid confusion with the state as
a whole. This archipelago is physiographically*
and ethnologically part of the Polynesian sub
region of Oceania.

All of the Hawaiian islands were formed by
volcanoes erupting from the sea floor from a
magma® source described in geological theory
as a hotspot. As the tectonic plate beneath much
of the Pacific Ocean moves in a northwesterly
direction, the hot spot remains stationary, slowly
creating new volcanoes. The climate of Hawaii
is typical for a tropical area, although
temperatures and humidity® tend to
be a bit less extreme than other tropical
locales due to the constant trade winds
blowing from the east. Most of Hawaii
has only two seasons: the dry season
from May to October, and the wet season
from October to April. Local climates vary
considerably on each island, grossly divisible into
windward and leeward areas based upon location
relative to the higher mountains. Windward
sides face cloud cover. This fact is utilized by the
tourist industry, which concentrates” resorts on
sunny leeward® coasts.

Compared with the mainland United States,
Hawaii’s rating on the air quality index is ranked
among the best. The groundwater and drinking
water quality is considered good, but the waters
surrounding the Hawaiian Islands are affected
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by effluents generated and released from the islands
themselves. Floating plastic garbage is a problem,
and refuse from the Great Pacific Garbage Patch is
affecting beaches in Hawaii, such as Kamilo Beach.

Hawaii is also home to numerous cultural
events. The annual Merrie Monarch Festival is
an international Hula competition. Hula is a
dance form accompanied by chant® or song.
It was developed in the Hawaiian Islands by
the Polynesians who originally settled there.
The chant or song is called a mele'®. The hula
dramatizes or comments on the mele.

Mark Twain called Hawaii “that beautiful land...
the climate, one long delicious summer day, and
the good that die experience no change, for they
but fall asleep in one heaven and wake up in
another.” Mark Twain’s depictions of Hawaii are
as true today as they were in 1889.

Hawaii has produced one US President, the
incumbent'!, Barack Obama. Hawaii will always
be home for President Barack Obama. There can
be no doubt that growing up in this idyllic'?,
multicultural setting was a major influence in
shaping who Obama is today.
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1. consistent [ken'sistent] adj. — $ &%

3. archipelago [a:kipelegau] n. & &

4. physiographically [fizie'greefikli] adv. A3/ 5 L
6. humidity [hju:'midsti] n. i8 &

8. leeward [li:wed, 'lu:ed] adj. JIF R &

10. mele [mele]l n. B &3 th ( K )

12. idyllic [idilik] adj. & H A% &9
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2. volcanic [volkeenik] adj. Kb #9

5. magma [meegme] n. &}

7. concentrate [konsentreit] v. & P
9. chant [tfa:nt, tfeent] n. £

11. incumbent [in'kambent] n. IAFH



-3

Do you know where was Mr. Obama born?

Well, let me see. He maybe born in Indonesia, I

guess. I remember that his mother remarried there.

No, not at all. Actually, he was born in the city
of Honolulu, on the island of Oahu. Later in his

life, he moved to Indonesia and lived there for five

years or so and then returned to Hawaii. Since then |

he lived with his grandparents before he went to

continue his study in Los Angeles.

Wow, in Hawaii? That’s really a nice place. I once
went there for a trip and had a good time. Surfing
there is very exciting.

Yeah, I always hope to have a nice house near the '

coastal beach in Honolulu.

That’s a nice travelling place. In other words, it’s the
most beautiful pearl, shining in the Pacific Ocean.

Yeah, he’s from a idyllic and multicultural place.
This kind of circumstances has shaped little

Obama into who it is today.

You’re right. One’s personality is cultivated and

developed in the specific settings. Obama himself |

is just like a melting pot.
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“Oh, I need to come to Indonesia soon,” said
Obama. “I expect to be traveling to Asia at
some point within the next year, and I would
be surprised if when I came to Asia I did not
stop by my old home town of Jakarta.”

Obama was speaking during a briefing with
a handful of Mideast and Asian reporters
just after his major address
from Cairo to the Islamic’
world in June, 2008. Obama
was responding specifically
to an Indonesian reporter
who asked why the president
didn’t deliver his speech from
Indonesia, which has more
Muslims than Egypt.

He engaged in an exchange with the
Indonesian reporter, who informed the
president he lived 300 meters from the house
Obama grew up in. ...

It was not clear whether Soetoro adopted
Obama, either in Hawaii or in Indonesia, but
there 1is strong circumstantial evidence? that
he did as far as Indonesian law was concerned.
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