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“C omprehensive National
of America

JiH B‘meA@ﬁ

America ranks the first among all the countries in
the world in terms of Comprehensive' national
strength. The Comprehensive national strength
is measured by economy, military power, science
and technology achievement, and natural
resources, etc. Therefore we can see American

national power in follow factors:

Economic power: The United States has a
capitalist’ mixed economy, which is fueled by
abundant® natural resources, a well-developed
infrastructure, and high productivity. According
to the International Monetary Fund, the US
GDP of $14.4 trillion constitutes 24% of the
gross world product
at market exchange
rates and almost 21%
of the gross world
product at purchasing
power parity (PPP).
It has the largest
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national GDP in the world, though it is about
5% less than the GDP of the European Union at
PPP in 2008.

Natural resources: The United States is a land
rich in natural resources. Some of these resources,
such as water, iron ore, coal, oil, silver, and gold,
are especially plentiful in the country. It has a large
deposit* of iron oré®. The nation produces more
than 80 million tons of iron a year. Coal is another
major natural resource found in large quantities
in the US which can last for hundreds of years.
America, very rich in oil, was once the largest oil
producing country in the world. Oil wells in the
United States produce more than 3,200 million
barrels of petroleum a year. America has also plenty
of fertile® soil. Farmlands in the United States
make up about 12% of the arable lands in the
world, and they are among the richest and most
productive. These rich resources are one of the
most important conditions for America to be the

super power.

Military power: The US military is one of
the largest militaries in terms of number of
personnel’. It draws its manpower from a large
pool of volunteers; although conscription® has
been used in the past in various times of both
war and peace, it has not been used since 1972.
As of 2010, the United States spends about
$692 billion annually to fund its military forces,
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constituting approximately
43 percent of world military
C‘(PC!iditlll'C\g. The US armed
forces as a whole possess large
quantities of advanced and
powerful equipment, which
gives them significant capabilities in both defense

and power projection.

Science and technology: the United States
government has encouraged science and invention
since the Enlightenment. It has done this by
promoting a free flow of ideas, by encouraging

>

the growth of “useful knowledge,” and by
welcoming creative people from all over the
world. And indeed, America has turned out to
be one of the superpowers in terms of science
and technology. One of the most spectacular'®—
and controversial—accomplishments of US
technology has been the harnessing of nuclear
energy. And the space explorations, genetic'!

programs have also called the eyes of the world.
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1. comprehensive [komprihensiv] adj. 2 &8, 424-69

2. capitalist [keepitelist] adj. A £ &, AR A 3. abun f‘:r‘:*_[s't;;/\ndant] adji. ¥, ZAH
4. deposit [di'pazit] n. A4k 5.ore ] n. 5%

6. fertile [fotaill adj. & 424, REK& 7. personnel [pa:sa'nel] n. BR i}

8. conscription [ken'skripfen] n. fEf, ¥ E 9. expenditure [ikspenditfa] n. 7+ %, H3E
10. spectacular [spek'teekjule] adj. 4~ A7 v &Y 11. genetic [dainetik] adj. W48y, X EH
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This year China ranks the seventh among all the

countries in the world in terms of Comprehensive

national strength.

Which country ranks first?

America.

What’s the measurement of Comprehensive
national strength?

It’s measured by economy, military power,
science and technology achievement, and natural
resources, etc. The US not only has the largest
national GDP in the world, but also is a land rich
in natural resources, not to mention its military

power.

You are right. Only taking oil resource as example,
America was once the largest oil producing country
in the world. And the Iraq War has seen the military
power of US.

And indeed, America has turned out to be one of the
superpowers in terms of science and technology.

True. The United States government has encouraged
science and invention since the Enlightenment. It
has done this by promoting a free flow of ideas, by
encouraging the growth of “useful knowledge,”
and by welcoming creative people from all over the

world.

That’s what our country should learn from.
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