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Preface to the Collection of the Cultural
relics of the Institute of Archaeology of Liaoning
Province

The Institute of Archaeology of Liaoning
Province grew from an archaeological team
of Northeast China founded in 1954. In those
early days it was supervised by the Museum
of Northeast China. In 1959, the Museum of
Northeast China was renamed the Museum of
Liaoning Province, hence the Archaeological
Team of Northeast China was given the new name,
the Archaeological Team of Liaoning Province,
which was affiliated with the Museum of Liaoning
Province. In 1987, the Institute of Archaeology
of Liaoning Province was officially established
under the approval of provincial authorities which
was actually granted a year ago in 1986. Its duties
include the investigation, protection, excavation,
study and publicity of cultural relics as well as
helping with the archaeological work of city and
county levels within the province.

Liaoning Province is the gateway to northeast
China and northeast Asia. It has long been a place
of cultural exchange and communication, where
different ancient cultures interact, rejuvenate and
spread to the inland of northeast Asia, the Korean
peninsula and the Japanese archipelago. The
Institute of Archaeology of Liaoning Province has
made remarkable achievements in archaeological
excavations, scientific studies and the protection
of cultural relics, and over time a framework of
the archaeological culture of Liaoning Province

has sprouted. There are quite a number of

archaeological discoveries that have created a focus
in the academic world both home and abroad,
such as the three great discovery of Jinniushan,
Niuheliang, Jiangnushi in the 1980s, as well as
the discoveries of the Three Yan Period tombs
in the Lamadong in Beipiao City, the remains of
the palace of the first Qin Emperor in Suizhong
County, the remains of Lower Xiajiadian Culture
in Kangjiatun in Beipiao city, the Gaogouli remains
in Mount Five Women in Huanren City, the
Stone Mound in No. 16 Locality in Niuheliang in
Lingyuan City, the remains of the south gate of the
Dragon Palace in the Period of the sixteen nations
in Chaoyang City in the 1990s, the six of which
were a national price winner for ranking the Top
Ten China Archaeological discoveries.

The Neolithic relics in Liaoning Province
are mainly found in the west, the lower reach
plain of Liao River and the eastern Liaoning
peninsula. The west of Liaoning boasts complete
archaeological chronology and distinctive cultural
sequences of Chahai Culture, Zhaobaogou
Culture, Hongshan Culture and Xiaoheyan
Culture. In the Chahai relics, jadeware, the earliest
known to the present, was unearthed, together
with a large number of productive tools and life
utensils, all of which were considered art treasures
of eight thousand years ago. The jadeware of
Niuheliang constitutes a very important part of
the artifacts of the Institute of Archaeology of
Liaoning Province. All the jadeware is evidence to
superb workmanship and substantial artistic value.

As ritual object, it is a testimony to the complex
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culture and the mature religious concepts of

Hongshan Culture. Some exquisite coal artifacts
were discovered in the plain on the lower reach
of the Liao River, which is home to early Lower
Xinle Culture. The Lower Houwa Culture in the
eastern Liaoning peninsula demonstrated clearly
defined regional features, and one of them is the
use of talc in various kinds of mini-sculptures.

The Bronze Period of the archaeological
culture in Liaoning is characterized by its pluralism
and complexity and the uneven development
between regions. The earliest bronze objects,
representative of the Northern Bronzeware, were
unearthed in the Lower Xiajiadian Culture and
Gaotaishan Culture. The development of the
Northern Bronzeware reached its maturity in Shang
Period and Zhou Period, and the most impressive
artifacts are the axes and knives of different shapes.
The culture of Liaoning bronze swords culminates
in the two historical periods of Western Zhou
and Eastern Zhou. The most precious sword was
unveiled in the Dongdazhangzi tomb in Jianchang
County. It has a curved blade, and it was decorated
with gold on the body and the head.

The central governments of the Qin Dynasty
and Han Dynasty already established counties and
exercised jurisdiction over the northeast of China.
The Jiangnushi architectural complex on the
coast of the Bo Sea is a miniature of the Empire.
The prime of its prosperity was manifested in the
massive tiles with pictures of monsters which were
found in the relics. In the Period of Wei and Jin,
Murongxianbei, one of the nomad tribes in the
north, chose the Dragon City(today = s Chaoyang
City) as their capital, and in turn founded the three
regional governments of pre-Yan, post-Yan and
North Yan, leaving the world a rich heritage of the
nomadic culture. The Periods of Sui and Tang are
an important stage of the spread of central culture
as well as its combination with regional cultures. A

large number of Tang tombs and funerary objects

viii

with elements of central culture were discovered
in Chaoyang City. Among them the stone statues
unearthed in the Tang tomb of the Huanghe Road
are telling a tale of how the ethnic groups in this
area had lived together.

The Qidan Nationality established the Liao
Dynasty and they left in the Liaoning Province a
considerate number of ancient architecture, tombs,
temples, Buddhist pagodas as well as other artifacts,
such as ceramics, goldware and silverware and
Buddhist relics, to name a few of the most well-
known categories. The ceramics of the Liao Dynasty
showed unique features of the regional culture. The
most typical artifacts include the cockscomb kettle
following the example of the leather kettle used
by the ethic people on horseback and the tri-color
glazed pottery of Liao Dynasty mirroring the same
type in Tang Dynasty. Liaoning Province is home
to many Buddhist pagodas and priceless Buddhist
relics, among which the most precious are the white
porcelain bowl, white porcelain vase and the gilt
silver coffin for keeping the sarira excavated in
Xinhua Road, Chaoyang City.

The Collection of the Cultural relics of the
Institute of Archaeology of Liaoning Province
selected more than 400 items of the ceramics,
stone and jade artifacts, bone implements,
bronzeware, goldware and silverware and
porcelain relics, chronologized in four historical
periods of the Neolithic Era, Bronze Age, Qin
and Han Dynasties to Sui and Tang Dynasties and

Liao, Jin and Yuan Dynasties. The majority of the

items are the excavated relics, representative of

different historical periods and regional cultures.
The book unfolds a story of the development of a
diverse culture in Liaoning Province. It leads the
readers through a visual archaeological journey
of the ancient civilization of the Liaoning Area
and plays an important role in the dissemination
and promotion of the Archaeological studies and

academic exchanges.
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