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Commissioned by the Present Ensemble, Milwaukee, USA
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First Performance:
July 15, 2005
Macau Orchestra
Conductor: Zhang Yi
Macau Cathedral
Macau



Instruments

Flute

Clarinet in B’

Violin

Cello

Percussion: Vibraphone, Marimba, Tom-tom Drum,
Mid Sized Gong, Tam-tam, Ma Gong

Piano

Duration: approx. 11 minutes
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Composed in 2005, Hibiscus was written for the Present Ensemble of Milwaukee, USA.

Symbolised by the Chinese literati as the flower of perfection and ideal through the ages, hibiscus has
been portrayed with its blooming and withering beauty in the Chinese literature as a metaphor of happi-
ness and melancholy respectively. Its readiness to blossom and its inevitableness to fade represents the
aestheticism in Chinese literature and arts.
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