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Preface
From President of

Russian Federation

The "Golden Russia: Treasures of the Moscow Kremlin"
exhibition to be opened in the Palace museum, Beijing is an
eminent event in the history of Russo—Chinese cultural relations.
For the first time in China on display are true rarities from the
collection of Moscow Kremlin Museums, one of the greatest
collections of Russia.

For millions of people all over the world, the Moscow
Kremlin is both representation of the country and personification
of its state power, cultural wealth and spiritual roots. Every
day thousands of Moscow citizens and guests of the capital of
Russia come here to see the best pieces of Russian and World
culture, which have become an integral part of the Russian
State. The Moscow Kremlin Museums, whose 200th Anniver—
sary was celebrated by the whole country in March 2006, can
be named the main treasure—house and depository of the na—
tional holies and relics, symbols of the Russian State.

The exhibition project in Beijing is aimed to introduce to the
friendly Chinese people unique artworks of painting and applied
art of Russia as well as various parts of the Royal and Imperial
court life. The visitors will see ancient luicury pieces, accessories
of the coronation ceremonies, weapons, orders and medals,
vestments. The displayed monuments of Russian Orthodox art
will help to feel the atmosphere of ceremonial church services in
the Kremlin cathedrals, which have been playing the part of the
main spiritual centers of the country.

The Moscow Kremlin Museums' exhibition runs in the frames



of the "Russian Year in China" and belongs to the key events of
the Year's cultural program.

I am sure that the exhibition either will not leave the
Chinese friends indifferent or will enlarge their idea of the
cultural riches of Russia. It is to be a new contribution to
development and consolidation of mutual understanding between

our nations.

"

2 May 2006



