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PREFACE . .

The term “villa” originated in ltaly in the 1600s and it came from the word “vicus”, meaning country
house in a farm or village. Now defined as a large, luxurious country residence arranged around a
courtyard it appears that this word had been used freely to describe larger houses yet without regard
for the true description a villa. Perhaps this term carries more influence than we realize and that upon
studying the architecture and experience of a house we may possibly be in a better position to identify

whether it is in fact a villa or not.

A well designed Villa reflects the architects understanding of the landscape and context, making use of
courtyards and atriums and opening up the house to its surroundings. Luis Barragan said "l don't divide

architecture, landscape and gardening; to me they are one.”

The difference between any typical large, luxurious house and a villa would be its interaction with the
landscape. The way the rooms relate to the outside and the spaces transition between interior and
exterior merging the landscape with the home, these are all attributes of a well designed villa. Atriums
and courtyards allow for views out onto the garden as well as providing the opportunity for naturally lit
and ventilated rooms that otherwise would have been dark and cold due to their spatial location and

orientation.

While Architecture is defined as the art and science of design, it was Constantin Brancusi who defined
Avrchitecture as inhabited sculpture. Perhaps we should review these structures as not mere houses, but
rather inhabited sculptures strategically placed within our landscape to optimize climatic conditions and

scenic views.

The term Villa speaks of so much more than we anticipated, it speaks of the art of designing, the art of

planning and the art of space making.

Nico van der Meulen Architects
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LATERAL SECTION THROUGH LIVING ROOM

Skywave House is a hovering sculptural form emerging from a single articulated plane that
contorts to produce unique interior spaces passing over and through a tall open loft like
glassed-in space. It is the architect's own home on a 40-foot wide suburban lot in the artistic
eco-minded community of Venice, CA.

A true indoor/outdoor idea of living is achieved both at night and day. An open to sky
outdoor living room, adjoining the enclosed living room, is nested in the front overhead form.
The home's rooms of glass and open areas flow into one another visually and spatially. The
temperate Southern California climate allows for a further blurring of the interior and exterior
space. Sliding glass walls, resin panels and moveable interior partitions can open to reveal even
private areas to the rest of the house and nature beyond. Steel construction techniques, often
reserved for commercial structures were used to accomplish the floating form'’s rolled floors
and wall-less free plan.

The architectonic form of the house utilizes the design language of the Fold. It has also been
influenced by two Asian art forms Origami and the calligraphy concept of Sumie. The detailing
of the roof /wall/floor as a fluid wrapping skin of the floating object took it as its inspiration.
The house is conceptually cut from a single 2 dimensional piece of paper, which is then folded
into a 3 dimensional form with distinct sectional qualities. The structural skin wraps up and
over itself manifesting into 3 separate roofed volumes, while simultaneously bending in on it to
become the floating front living room.

*Green features include white standing seam panels on the roofs and upper wall areas for solar
gain diffusion, west facing motorized skylights that catch ocean breezes and a large skylight
over the double height entry to vent rising hot air. The concrete ground floor and the raised
white concrete floor as well as the upper living room have a solar ready hydronic radiant floor
heating system.
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1ST FLOOR PLAN
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