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The General Preface for
The Complete Collection of Early Maps in China

Ancient Chinese people produced considerable amount of maps. In the time period of Tang and Song Dy-
nasty, it was regulated that every 3 — 5 years each state or province of the country must produce a map of the
locality to submit to the minister of the province. If we calculate on basis of 600 years and 300 prefectures and
that every four years a map was produced and submitted, it turns out that there are 45000 maps. If we add
other types of maps produced by officials or private persons, the number is still large. However it is a pity
that majority of these maps are buried at the sea of the history. Those in existence yet are very few. That is
why many modern scholars complain that too few ancient maps are kept resulting in much inconvenience for
the research work.

At the same time, we ignore the fact that there are still a lot of ancient maps kept in the form of illustra-
tions in ancient books. For instance, there are a lot of maps in chorography, which can be consider as an im-
portant branch of ancient geographical work. More detailed speaking, in the Annalsof Yongzheng Shaanxi,
there are some 130 maps collected and in the Annals of Wanli ShaoXing Prefecture, there are 101 maps col-
lected. In some annals of certain counties, there are tens of maps collected, such as in the Annalsof Tongzhi
Tongshan County , in which there are some 88 maps, including general map, city plan and other kinds of
maps. The ancient books that have included maps are mainly in the field of annals, but there are ancient maps
attached in other type of books belonging to geography in history category, as well as in such types of books as
7i Radical and Ji Radical. Those maps in the form of illustrations possess the function of a map in single or col-
lection form and they offer even more detailed and accurate description on a particular region. It will be a pity
if we fail to utilize them. However, it is not convenient for reading since these maps are scattered in various
kinds of ancient books. It is more inconvenient with the comparison study and research on the ancient maps.
Therefore it is imperative to have these ancient maps sorted out and edited.

Mr. Tan Qixiang, the late famous historian and geographer pointed out in 1986: " As to the technological
limitations, the ancient people could not have the maps preserved other than by means of stone carving and
burying them under earth, nor could they have many single maps compiled into one atlas. By now, modern
technology has broken the restraints of ancient people. Therefore, we certainly shall no longer be content with
the small number of original and the very few of their reproduction in libraries, museums or archives as rare
books or treasures. These maps ought to be circulated. Neither should we allow scattered single map or pages
or maps continue to exist everywhere or as illustrations to rare copies of ancient books. We should compile
these maps into atlases, which is a work to be done without delay for the preservation of ancient cultural relics
and for the propagation of ancient cultural relics and for the propagation of ancient culture. This work has
been undertaken by countries that have a history shorter than China. While for a country like ours having a
long civil history, it is high time to embarked on it, without loss of time. "

It is a huge and heavy task to have the maps in forms of illustrations in ancient books compiled and made
into an atlas and it can never be accomplished in one move. Hence, we have adopted the way where we publish
one section after we have compiled it and we give it a general name the Complete Collection of Early Maps in
China. The first section of the series books — Maps in China Ancient Books: Kangxi, Yongzheng and Qian-
long Golden times (1662 —1795) was published in October 2002. In this atlas, there is a cross section of time
of 100 years representative of three reigns— Kangxi reign, Yongzheng reign and Qianlong reign, and here are
collected about 1700 maps in ancient books that had been published in these 100 years. The collected maps are
compiled according to administrative area at that time so that it makes senses for the internal relations between
the maps time wise and space wise and thus offering rather complete information of geographical conditions at

that time for readers.




Then, we will begin to compile separate editions based on regions of the Complete Collection of Early
Maps in China. We base the edition on regions and within the same region, we compile according to time se-
quence. If we can compile the maps into an independent edition by province, we do it; otherwise, we combine
some provinces into one edition. The region editions adopt hardcover with 8 Vo and there are two columns on
one page— above-and below where there is a figure in each column (except individual large figures).

The separated editing based on regions of the Complete Collection of Early Maps in China has three
characteristics: creativeness, practicality and abundance. First of all, Chinese ancient books collected and in-
cluded a large number of maps, which nobody tries to make good use of. This atlas is the first one to try to
make systematic sorting out and sum—up of these maps and compile them into an atlas. Next, in those maps
there contain lot of information on nature, society and human culture. It gives the space distribution of the in-
formation in a specific time so the main function of it is practicality. So is the case with ancient maps, which is
a factual resource for the study and research on ancient history and culture. The separate edition based on re-
gions starts from the practicality of the maps and taking each region as the unit, the maps in the same region
will be compiled according to time sequence. Then horizontal comparison can be conducted between regions
and longitudinal research can be conducted inside the region to offer a complete and rich map resource, and op-
timize the utilization value of the maps that are scattered in each and every ancient book. Last, the abundance
of the editions based on regions is embodied in the fact that the colleted and edited maps are obtained from over
ten thousand of ancient books. The total amount of collected maps is no less than 30000 sheets. It is one of the
largest projects with sorting out of the ancient maps in China as well as in the whole world. After the publica-
tion of each edition based on regions of the Complete Collection of Early Maps in China , by just looking over
several dozens of atlases you can take an overall view of the maps that had been scattered in all ancient books
and that were once proved difficult to find.

It is also necessary to note that among such huge amount of ancient books in existence, it is not possible
to publish a complete set of ancient map edition in a short period of time, nor is economical. We believe when
we do this fundamental work to save others from repeating it, it is of benefit to the academic field. What is left
incomplete can be improved in future. If we seek perfection then we will trap ourselves in endless work, That
is why there comes this edition of the maps. Of course, we will not try to evade the mistakes, if any, in our
work and we will do our best to fulfill this task to its fullest.

We have only achieved stage— wise results in the compiling of ancient maps and there is a long way to go,

so let us strive together!

Wang Zigiang
June 2003, Beijing
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Guide to the use of the atlas

This atlas contains some 1000 maps, which are extracted from 200 sets of ancient books. Among these
maps, there are 5 maps from Song Dynasty, one map from Yuan Dynasty, 139 maps from Ming Dynasty,
and the other 800 maps are from Qing Dynasty. The local chronicles are in the majority among others.
The area coverage of the maps in this atlas includes entire Hubei Province(as of late Qing Dynasty’s ad-
ministrative area. But the general map of Huguang province before the Sixth Year of Kangxi or 1667, is
also included). There are general maps, prefecture maps, sub — prefecture maps, county maps and city
plans, etc. The time range of the collected ancient maps is based on Qing Dynasty (1644—1911) and be-
fore Qing Dynasty and the earliest map collected in this edition is from Song Chunxi reign(1174—1189).
We tried to meet above requirement, but we did not include those with vague pictures,

The maps collected in this atlas are based on the administrative area division at the end of Qing Dynasty,
with the general map shown at the beginning, followed by regional maps, and the plans of cities are ar-
ranged at the end of the relevantly regional maps. Then the sequence falls to the compilation of the maps
or it is arranged by publication time sequence. For those maps that cannot have an accurate time mark for
compilation or publication, their order is arranged according to presumed compilation or publication time
bottom line. As to the Annals of Jiangxia County compiled in Kang Xi reign, the specific compiling time
cannot determined so it is edited according to bottom line of 1722 in Kangxi reign.

The maps collected in this atlas are compiled according to the name given in the original books where it
was attached and the source of origin is given. If no name can be found in the original books, the author
gives a name to the map and the self - named maps are in brackets.

The maps collected in this atlas are kept as they are, with no unnecessary processing being done. -But in
order to make the maps clear and readable, we made necessary putting together and edition revision.
This atlas is composed of a first and second volume and adopts hardcover edition with 8 Vo. For general
map section, each map occupies one whole page — twice the side of the original book and the rest part is di-
vided into two columns —above and below — amounting to four faces of the original book. In order to facili-
tate international exchange, this atlas has Chinese— English bilingual version for preface, Practical guide

and catalogues.
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