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PREFACKE

-

Zhongnanhai is a place where China's state leaders and fine artists have forged a
close and cordial friendship between them over the past decades in the gracefully
scenic surroundings of rhythmically rippling lakes with evergreen pines and other
trees all around. It has, in fact, become a palace of contemporary Chinese arts of
painting and calligraphy as many masters and leading painters and calligraphists
did, one after the other, present to Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai and other leaders
their masterpieces done with extraordinary skill in which they instilled their
profound esteem and love.

Here are well-known master paintings created by world-famous giants, such as Qi
Baishi, Huang Binhong and others, on their own or in their collaboration which are
of ever-asting artistic and historical value because of their uniquely fascinating and
powerful strokes and touches and unusually imposing momentum.

And here are masterpieces done by prestigious and well-respected supreme artists,
such as Wu Zuoren, Li Keran, Fu Baoshi and others, all with their great
accomplishments cherished in the arts circles but each with his or her own individual
style; gentle or heavy, sparse or tight, relaxed or solemn, with natural elegance or
intensive force. Some of them are prominent in the north while the others
distinguished in the south all to combine into one amazing, thriving garden of arts.

Here are also, of course, works done by middle-aged and young_ artists-which are
based on the traditional techniques and at the same time pursuiting some modern
styles, including exaggeration and deformed configuration. Some of them are
characterized by rich and strong colours and some are stretched into extensiveness
and obscurity. It is encouraging to see the emergence on the arts arena of a number
of new talents with remarkable attainment and craftsmanship as an indication that the
traditional Chinese arts of painting and calligraphy are to bring about a magnificent
sight of a new strong force suddenly coming to the fore and a high tide surging for
ward, :

We are, therefore, very pleased to present this album, Painlings and calligraphy
Jrom Zhongnanhai's Collection, to all connoisseurs, collectors and arts-lovers both in
the country and abroad. It is our most sincere hope that the book would serve as
a means of meeting new friends and joining hands with them so as to make a due

contribution to the flourish of traditional Chinese arts as well as to the prq}motlon
of cultural exchange in the world.
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