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Lesson One

Text

The Great Wall

The Chinese name for the Great Wall is Wan Li
Chang Cheng, meaning “the Long Wall of Ten
Thousand Li.” The first sections were built as
early as the fifth century B. C. when a number of
Chinese states in the north were fighting against 5

each other and occasionally against the northern
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“barbarians. ” It was not until the unification of the
empire under Qin Shi Huang in B. C. 221 that the
various sections of the wall were linked up. It is
said that more than 300 000 men worked for ten
years to complete it. The wall had a pounded earth
interior with stone-faced walls and a stone roadway
along the top. It was built wide enough to allow
five horses to gallop abreast between the
battlements and was thus used to convey soldiers,
arms, and food with great speed to various parts of
the northern frontier.

From the sixth century to the fourteenth the
wall was abandoned and fell into disuse, but after
the Mongols took China and were repulsed
eventually by the Ming in 1368, the emperor
decided to rebuild the wall. The rebuilding and
restoration continued up until the sixteenth
century. However, when the Manchu armies
captured China and the Qing Dynasty ruled (1644-
1911), the wall was again abandoned and fell into
ruin.

It has now been restored at three famous

passes and you may visit one of them, Badaling,

e Qe



about 40 miles from Beijing. 30

You may travel with your guide by car to
Badaling or go by train. You should set aside a full
day for the car journey, leaving at about 8-8 : 30

a. m. so that you will have time to take in the Ming

Tombs on the return journey in the afternoon. 35

This program would normally get you back to your
hotel around 4 p. m. If you go by car you should
ask your guide to stop at the old gate which lies to

the right-hand side of the road at a point where you

begin to climb the foothills. The gate is built of 40

white marble and inside there are bas-relief
carvings of Buddhist themes with inscriptions in
Chinese, Mongol, Sanskrit, Tibetan, and Uigur.

The carvings are thought to date from the

fourteenth century and are rare examples. 45

You may also visit the Badaling section of the
Great Wall by train. You will find the journey
pleasant, the compartment comfortable and well
ventilated, and the scenery interesting. The
history and details of the structure of the 3 000-
mile wall are provided in Chinese, English, and

Japanese on the radio in your compartment. Many

o3n
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visitors are finding this to be the most convenient
and comfortable method of visiting the Great Wall.
However, if you do go by train you will have to
visit the Ming Tombs another day.

Whatever way you travel to the Great Wall,
always wear comfortable shoes with nonslip soles.
The climb is steep in parts and sometimes the
stones are slippery. If you are going in cooler
weather wear plenty of warm clothes; the wind
that comes through the mountain in that ;"egion
will cut right through you.

Everybody who visits Beijing wants to see the
Great Wall, and for éAgood reason: it is one of the
wonders of the world. As you stand on the top
tower and look at the wall snaking its way across
the tops of the mountains, close your eyes for a
moment. See in your mind’s eye the ancient armies
locked in combat, and hear the whistle of arrows
and the clang of striking swords.

It is a place to reflect upon the past and

wonder about the future.



Word List

occasionally [a'keiznali] ad.

barbarian [ba:'bearian ] n.

unification [,junifi'keifon] 7.

link [link ] »z.

pound [paund] vz.
interior [in'tiaria | n.
roadway ['roudwei] n.
gallop ['gelap] vi.
abreast [a'brest] ad.
battlement ['baetlmant ] n.
convey [kan'vei] vz.
frontier ['frantjo] n.
abandon [a'bandan] vz.
disuse ['dis'ju:s] n.
repulse [ri'pals] vz.

eventually [i'ventjuali] ad.

restoration [,resta'reifan] n.

ruin [ruin] =.
pass [pais ] n.
normally ['na:mali] ad.

marble ['ma:bl] ».
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bas-relief ['baesri,li:f ] n.
carving ['ka:vig] z.

theme [0i:m] n.

inscription [ins'kripfan] 7.

ventilate ['ventileit ] vt.

nonslip ['nonslip] a.
slippery ['slipori] a.
snake [sneik] vt.
lock [lok] wt.
combat ['kombat] .

whistle ['wisl] #n.

clang [klaen] n.
reflect [ri'flekt ] vi.
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Idioms and Expressions

as early as

to fall into disuse
to fall into ruin
to set aside

to take in

to be built of
. 6 .
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to date from

in parts

to cut through

to snake one’s way

in sb’s mind’s eye

to be locked in combat
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Proper Names

the Great Wall
Mongol ['mongol] ».

Manchu [men'tfu:] n;a.

Badaling

the Ming Tombs ['miy tu:mz]

Buddhist ['budist] a.

Sanskrit ['sanskrit] n;a.

Uigur ['wiigua] 7;a.
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Notes to the Text

1. *= when a number of Chinese states in the north
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were fighting against each other and occasionally

a

against the northern “barbarian”.

AR B b7 — 26 B E K EAR TR AR, R S AL oy
AN, GEREILT RBKRAER)

XA~ i1 when 5|56 I\ A] &M the fifth century B. C.
7 EN.

. It was not until the unification of the empire under
Qin Shi Huang in 221 B. C. that the various sections
cf the wall linked up.

HEIATH 221 4, B IE B G — P E S, & BRI A
BUEREEX.

“It was not until *= that «-”J&—A & & K58 7] B,
R oo Aoeeen”, Bl

It was not until they had visited the Great Wall that
they realized its gr'andeur.
HIMBITHER T KM G4 AEBIRIRM EA .

. The wall had a pounded earth interior with stone-
faced walls and a stone roadway along the top.

Yl HE AR 25 52, SR A, AR A B .

. It was built wide enough to allow five horses to
gallop abreast between the battlements ---
WA E R, R AL DI H AR

wide BRIBEMEM. enough B wide, HFEMA
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RRAERHGERRIE. BOUMWETE:
This book is easy enough for children to read.
The lane is not wide enough to allow a car to pass
through.
5. It is a place to reflect upon the past and wonder

about the future.

KIR RG22 A8 R R 57 T
Word Study

1. wonder

Dt X oo RB 4%, FBHIE -
I wonder whether you would do me a favour.
They wondered what their children were doing.
We don’t wonder that he succeeded.

2)vi. WA BB R
What are you wondering about?
I’m wondering about the future of the world.

n. B, EFW R HE -
The Great Wall is considered one of the wonders
of the world.
The foreign visitors looked at the winding Great
Wall in wonder.

2. reflect



1ot. & vi. ﬁﬁ‘f’ﬁy{

2)

The willows and peach trees along the bank are

reflected in the lake.

A man’s actions reflect his thoughts.

B, B R

You have to reflect on your future.

He has reflected upon this problem for a long

time.

Exercises

I . Answer the following questions on the text:

1.

7.

How would you prove that the Great Wall is a

huge construction project?

. In what ways was the Great Wall useful?

. For how longzhad the wall been neglected before
13687

. It is said that. she-wall has been restored at three
famous passes. Can you name one of them?

. If you visit Badaling by car, what else can be

taken in on the return journey?

. What are the advantages of visiting Badaling by

train?

Why do visitors to Beijing all want to see the

10 e



