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Preface

—— Zhang Guoying

The year of 2011, is the first year of the Twelfth Five-Year Plan since our
great nation has started the plans, which is also the year that the Guangdong
Provincial Philatelic Society celebrated her 30th anniversary. At this important
historical moment, the continued Local Records “the Annals of Guangdong
Philately (1995—2009)” was published and distributed grandly. This is another
big happy event of Guangdong philatelists after first published “the Annals of
Guangdong Philately (1834—1994)” in 1997. This book reflects that Guangdong
philately is doing her own contributions to the construction to Build Guangdong
as a “Cultural Province”.

From 1995 to 2009, Guangdong Province had been fully in-depth reforming
and developing, in which the construction has reached brilliant achievements.
During the extraordinary 15 years, the postal industry in Guangdong had
undergone tremendous changes and had experienced the unity of Posts and
Telecommunications, the separation of Posts and Telecommunications, the
postal system reform and the postal enterprise operational processes. As time
goes by, Guangdong Post reconstructed from small to large, and has made
many new achievements in different ways such as business scale, service levels,
market expansion, product innovation, institutional mechanism, management
mode and so on. Meanwhile, the Guangdong philatelic business is on the way
to striving to vanguard of scientific development. As an important member of
socialist construction of spiritual civilization and culture, guided by the All-
China Philatelic Federation, concerned and led by the Guangdong Province local
Party and Post, and together with the support of t all sectors of the community,
Guangzhou Philatelic Society actively carried out a rich variety of events.
Philatelic exhibitions, academic researches of stamp and other mass cultural
activities are frequently held, thus, the philately business and philately cultural
construction has made gratifying achievements. By the end of 2009, Guangdong
Province has dozens of people who get medals higher than large vermeil medal
in International and the World Stamp Exhibition, which are the best results in
the history. What’s more, Guangdong Province has trained a FIP international
exhibition juror, 12 national exhibition jurors and 37 provincial exhibition
jurors.

The compiling of “the Annals of Guangdong Philately (1995—2009)”
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aims at writing a comprehensive, systematic, objective and informative book
recording the philately cultural construction and philatelic career development
in Guangdong Province from 1995 to 2009. This book can accurately reflect
the important process of Guangdong philately within the past 15 years, which
provides basic information for the community to understand and study the
culture of philately. Both Guangdong Postal Corporation and Guangdong
Philately Society contributed a lot to the compiling of this annals, it is really a
largescale systems engineering with a legendary function that can contribute
historically and politically. Leaders, Postal Association at all levels of the
province and philatelic experts all get together in order to finish this book.
They developed lots of things, such as compilations purposes, guiding ideology,
content scope, design blueprints and cataloging framework. A huge number of
collectors and the social organizations also actively take part in this project.
All of these people strictly follow the principle of the Party leadership, the
government presiding over, experts editing and three examination editing
process. Therefore, the compiling work was carried out quickly and smoothly in
just one year and nine months.

In the process of writing “the Annals of Guangdong Philately (1995—
2009)”, all staff followed the scientific concept of development, keep true and
realistic, continuously research classical works and history and current status,
in-depth research and study, carefully verify the materials and works. Based on
the successful experience of the first annals, the new one makes some creative
designs, and carries out many successful attempts. Combining with evolving
national circumstances and local circumstances, two new chapters of “Youth
Philately” and “Philatelic Characters” make the whole book more scientific,
more consistent with the spirit of the times and perfection. In this way, we
can clearly understand the different aspects in the progression of Guangdong
Philately including youth during the year of 1995 to 2009 as well as philatelic
organizations, philatelic activities and communication, philatelic exhibition,
philatelic research and literature, postage stamp and postmarks, philatelic
operation and service.

“The Annals of Guangdong Philately (1995—2009)” is a scientific
information work that reflects local philatelic situation. The essential character
is information and scientific, and the fundamental aim is to provide the society
scientific information of Guangdong Philately in recent years. It is guided
by Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong Thought, Deng Xiaoping Theory, “Three
Represents” and the Scientific Concept of Development, while it adhere “seeking
truth form facts” as the ideological principle and “keep true and realistic” as
the editing principles. This annals records the historical facts of philately and
reflects the distinctive character of the communalism period. “The Annals of
Guangdong Philately (1995—2009)”, through a whole new view, comprehensively
records the philatelic situation of Guangdong Province between the year of
1995 to 2009, which reflects the development and changes of the economy and



society of Guangdong Province for a period of 15 years especially in postal
communications. In the structure, the new annals inherited the fine tradition
of the previous annals, but on the other hand, it has its own development and
innovation that make the book more scientific and integrity. The compilers pay
attention to the integrated use and scientific complement of different genres,
such as stating, recording drawing, collecting and so on, in order to achieve
ideological, scientific and information unity. This book’s conception, structure
and skills not only learn the nutrients of the traditional annals, but also
absorbed the fresh content of the contemporary annals, which makes the whole
book perfect in every way, and at the same time show us an unique philatelic
annals’ style and Lingnan regional customs. The events, characters and facts
mentioned in the book, are written in a very impressive and vividly way, as if we
can feel and touch in person.

Comrade Jiang Zemin pointed out: “compiling new socialist annals 1s a part
of the two civilization construction, which is aimed to build the communalist
cultural construction, and it is a great cause not only serve the contemporary
but also benefit the future generations.” As a local philately annals, “ the
Annals of Guangdong Philately (1995—2009)” plays an important role in both
Guangdong philatelic career and postal communication. What’s more, it has a
positive impact on prospering socialist culture. Its application has been extended
from government service to service for socialist political civilization construction,
economic civilization construction and spiritual civilization construction. We can
say that this annals is both a philatelic annals of Guangdong Province and an
valuable spiritual wealth of Guangdong Lingnan culture.

Brilliant achievements have become the past, and accomplishments that
are being recorded will become history. Looking forward, we understand that
tomorrow will be more hopeful because the highest level of human civilization
is coming toward us with rapid expand. Promoting spiritual civilization
construction and prosperity of socialist culture is not only the call of the times,
but also for sociology sustainable. The advantage of annals lies in its authority
and reliability, and thus, using the annals to serve the contemporary has
became an important task, which is the new features and new development
of our new era. The Annals’ further functions of history record, information
governance and education, depend on leaders at all fields and the whole society
to develop, enhance and communicate. Let us make full use of the Guangdong
Philatelic Local Records to promote the province’s philatelic culture and its
scientific research in order to promote social cultural communication and
prosperity. In this way, we can contribute more to the province’s economy and
social development, and to our motherland’s modernization.

October 2011
(Author of Guangdong Philately Association Honorary President, former
Director of the Guangdong provincial people's Congress)
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