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ENGLISH ABSTRACT OF THE
INTRODUCTION

Cultural interchange facilitates the human development of societies and all ethnic groups.
In East Asia, China and Japan have long been neighbours across the shores of a shared
ocean that laps both nations, and in politics, economics and culture the two countries have a
unique and indivisible relationship that reaches back into the mists of time. Historical docu-
ments and material artefacts show that cultural relations between China and Japan extend
back to the 3rd century BCE - to the Jomon cultural period. At that time Chinese metallur-
gical culture and rice growing technology were introduced to Japan via the Korean peninsula,
promoting the development of Muromachi culture that combined elements of the closed
Jomon culture native to Japan and elements introduced from abroad. Japanese culture thus
effected the advance from its primitive stage to civilisation, and from a closed society to an
open society; its entry into the cultural circle created by the Chinese written language raised
the curtain on a subsequent history of Sino-Japanese cultural interchange. On the occasion
of the 30th anniversary of the normalisation of diplomatic relations between Japan and the
People's Republic of China, the Palace Museum has selected some of the finest ancient
Japanese cultural relics in its collection for display, in order to demonstrate how Sino-Japa-
nese relations extend back into remote antiquity and to deepen our understanding of Japa-
nese culture and arts. The curators of this exhibition have selected some 179 items

in nine categories of object for display - books, paintings, porcelain, enamelware,

metal objects, lacquer, embroidery, sculpture and furniture. Most are fine
and exquisite pieces dating from the Edo to the Meiji period (17th century
-19th century). Among them are Japanese editions of Chinese books, Japa-
nese books and Japanese editions of Chinese books read by Chinese
emperors. These include a mid-Meiji Japanese vernacular edition of The

Four Books, a 1730 Japanese wood-block edition of a ten fascicle compilation
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of medical prescriptions, and a 1902 Japanese edition of The Master-

o« pieces of Paintings by Bada-shanren. The content of these works treats
ﬁ*“" T philosophy, government, medicine, painting, bibliography,

o architecture, local customs and psychology. Editions include books

produced using wood-blocks, copperplates, moveable copper type, hand-

written copyist work, separate colour printing and lead type. The paintings include forms of
mounting - scrolls, folios and fans, and encompass landscapes, flower and bird paintings,
figural paintings and Buddhist images. Exquisite works by some of the major painters to
emerge in the Edo period - Sesshuu, Sesson Shuukei and Toyomoto Kunichika - include
Landscape and The Eagle. One of the highlights of the exhibition are the lacquer items. In
the West, China was long regarded as the “land of porcelain”, while Japan was venerated as
“the nation of lacquer”. Porcelain and lacquer are major aspects of East Asian civilisation.
Although Japanese lacquer ultimately came from China, after the 10th century the unique
styles developed by Japanese lacquer began to be re-introduced back to China, where they
were highly esteemed. The Ming and Qing rulers generally described such lacquer wares as
“foreign lacquer”, literally “lacquer from beyond the ocean”. Lacquer wares are the most

plentiful of the Japanese antiquities held in the Palace Museum, and they include a rich

variety of forms - lidded cups, pots, platters and various types of caskets and containers.
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