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PREFACE

The Changjiang River (Yangtze River) is the largest in China. It is formed by water drops coming
down from glaciers in the snow covered Geladandong mountain ranges. Its headstream consists of a
cluster of tiny streams which are wadable. As it runs ahead, it is joined by the Tuotuo River, Tongtian
River, Jinsha River and many other rivers. After it passes through the Sichuan Basin, it is met by the
Minjiang, Jialing and Wujiang rivers, the main tributaries, and the river suddenly becomes voluminous
and rushes on irresistibly. It cuts through steep ranges in the Wushan Mountains and forms the magnifi-
cent Three Gorges that are known throughout the world.

The 192 kilometer long Three Gorges start from Baidicheng in Fengjie, Sichuan in the west to Nanj-
inguan in Yichang, Hubei in the east, consisting of Qutangxia, Wuxia and Xilingxia.

The scenery along the Three Gorges is unique. It is spectacular, strange, steep, quiet and is pic-
turesque. “A river rushes down from among thousands of precipitous mountains and locks Hubei in a
magnificent way.” Qutangxia is the most perilous of the three with torrential waters running down in
roars. Sailing through Kuimen one feels that “the mountain peaks touch the sky and the boat sails alo;lg
tunnels.” Baidicheng at the mouth of the Qutangxia is enclosed with a red wall. Inside are buildings with
green tiles and upturned eaves and painted pillars hidden among trees. This triggers reverie of historical
events and stories. Wuxia, very deep, running zigzag resembles a natural gallery. “Sailing down the
Wuxia, the most striking is the twelve peaks”. The Shennu Peak, or Goddess Peak, said to be the perso-
nification of Yaoji, is the most outstanding . The twelve peaks attract tourists in all seasons and weath-
ers, under the sun or under the moon. Xilingxia full of rapids kept boatmen in awe when sailing in that
part of Sichuan. The Xintan, Kongling shaols - stand amidst reefs and swirls. Shipwrecks with capsized
boats and tragic deaths in this part were numerous in history. However, the waterway has been dredged
and navigation marks have been put up since the 1950s, thus ending the history of no night navigation in
the Three Gorges.

Fairly developed economically, the Three Gorges area is especially rich in water resources, a favour-
able condition for building large scale water conservancy projects. The Gezhouba Water Conservancy
Project, part of a large project, has long been put into use. It presents a magnificent view in front of
Nanjinguan.

The Three Gorges area is a place of ancient civilization. The Changyang Culture in the area belongs
to the New Stone Age while other cultural relics of the New Stone Age have been unearthed in Feng-
jie, Wushan, Zigui, Badong, Xingshan and Yichang. The Daxi Culture in Wushan is the most representa-
tive. The long history has left in the place simple and colorful customs.

The grand Three Gorges are a remarkable place producing outstanding figures with great influence
to later generations.They include Qu Yuan, the great poet of the State of Chu, Wang Zhaojun, a talented
woman of the Western Han Dynasty, and Du Pu, Li Bai, Bai Juyi, Fan Chengda, Liu Yuxi, Su Shi, and
Lu You who were all literary men from the Tang Dynasty on. Attracted and inspired by the charms
along the Three Gorges, they wrote down poems and essays that have been handed down from genera-
tion to generation. Quite a few warriors fought in the area, leaving behing them moving and tragic
stories.

The Yangtze River is extremely long with its source far away, and the Three Gorges are gigantic.
More than sightseeing alone, a tour of the Three Gorges will acquaint one with ancient culture and local
customs and habits. The Three Gorges are opening their arms to welcome visitors worldwide.

Shen Yantai
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From Chongqing to Fengjie

One usually starts the trip to the three Gorges by boat from Chongqing, the beautiful mountain city,
emarking on a ship from Chaotianmen Wharf and sailing down.

Fengdu, the “Ghost City”, is the first stop in the journey. It attracts tourists with strange legendar-
ies, places of historic interest and scenic spots, and religious and festival activities.

After passing Zhongxian County, Shibaozhai, a unique ancient building of more than 300 years
standing on the Yuyin Mountain peak meets one’s eyes.

All boats going up and down often anchore at Wanxian County and the passengers go ashore to do
sightseeing or shopping. It is the gate to eastern Sichuan and citrases, hot peppers, hot pickled mustard
tubers and other local products are sold at a reasonable price.

Further down, the Zhang Fei Temple in Yunyang has been known as a place of culture. The excel-
lent carvings of calligraphy stand careful reading.

Fengjie City, also known as Kuimen in ancient times, enjoys the best scene in the area. Places of in-
terest here include Baidicheng, the old site of the Bazhen Formation, the Yongan Palace where Liu Bei
entrusted his son to the care of his prime minister, and the house once Du Pu lived. From Baidicheng,
one can have a panoramic view of Kuimen, the beginning of the Three Gorges.
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Over 700 temples have been built since the Tang Dynasty
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in the “Ghost City”. It is believed to be
the “netherworld” where one goes after his death, and his future will be arranged here according to his
doings in his life time.
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Sculptures of ghosts and gods in
the hells.
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Shibaozhai with its 12 storey

tower in 56 meters was built in
the 24th year reign of Emperor
Jiajin of the Ming Dynasty.
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The city proper of Wanxian County spans the northern and
southern banks of the Yangtze River. It is a famous city in east
Sichuan.
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A tangerine market in Wanxian County in Autumn.
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The Zhang Fei Temple, or Temple of Marquis Zhang Huan
in Yunyang was built some 1,700 years ago to commemorate
the famous general of the State of Shu.
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A few dozen meters high above the
Yangtze River, Fengjie City faces
Yidoumen, the south gate of the Yang-
tze. The city is renowned for being
mentioned in a poem of Du Pu. “The
solitary Kui City stands in the setting
sun, and boats look towards the capit-
al by the constelation of Ursa Major”.
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The patch of water surface east to
Fengjie city covers the old site of the
Bazhen Formation made by Zhuge
Liang to resist the invasion of the
State of Wu. The place remains to be
mysterious even though there is no
more Bazheng Formation in sight.
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Yufu Pagoda in Fengjie.
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In the second year of Zhangwu reign, Liu Bei, king
of the State of Shu, was defeated in a war in Yiling and
withdrew his troops to Yufu. Worry and anger made
him ill. On his death bed, be entrusted his son to the
care of Zhuge Liang, his prime minister. Here is a
group sculptures portraying the scene.
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Baidicheng, also called Baidi Temple, is the most

famous historical site along the Three Gorges.
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PRECIPITOUS QUTANGXIA

Qutangxia, or Kuixia, is the first gorge of the Three Gorges. This eight-kilometer long gorge begin-
ning from Baidicheng in Fengjie to Daxikou in Wushan, is the shortest of the three, but is the most peri-
lous with the narrowest part in less than one hundred meters. Qutangxia is flanked by steep cliffs of the
Chijia Mountain at north and Baiyan Mountain at south that face each other like a gigantic gate. Thus
came the name Kuimen, or Kui gate.

Qutangxia is full of scenic spots including Meng Liang Ladders, Gray Cliffs, Bellowxia Stone Cof-
fins, Ancient Paths along Cliffs, Phoenix Drinks from a Spring and the Seven Karst Caves accompanied
by myths and stories.
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