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“ I Ris unit, you will:

. rn about people’s attitudes towards space missions and future trends of
space exploration; ‘) ‘

. familiarize yourself with the words, expressions, and sentence patterns relatg

to the theme; i

. use these words, expressions, and senternce

. research space missions on the Iﬁternet‘

. give an oral presentation to the clas } about space

. learn to illustrate ideas with quotations and apply it to your wnt g




Approaching the Topic

Brainstorming

1. Discuss the pictures above with your partner and make a list of no less than 10 words to discuss
space science.

2. How much do you know about the Solar System?
3. How can space exploration affect people on Earth?

Surfing and Reporting

1. Work in groups and find information on the Internet about the following terms.

A) Neil Armstrong B) NASA

C) the Apollo missions D) the Skylab

E) the Beatles F) the Planetary Society
G) the Jet Propulsion Laboratory H) Taj Mahal

I) Konstantin Tsiolkovsky J) Fridrikh Tsander

Web resources
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
http://www.nasa.gov/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_program
http://www.nasa.gov/mission_pages/apollo/index.html

!

2. An astronaut, or a cosmonaut, is a person trained to travel in a spacecraft, beyond the limits of
the Earth. Though it is an extremely dangerous job, many people have achieved the dream of
going to space. Find detailed information about the following astronauts, then present your
research to the class.

Life Time Nationality Achievements
: Edwin Eugene Aldrin, Jr. | 1930 ~ o Ameljcan

Charles Pete Conrad, Jr.
Alan LaVern Bean
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Edgar Dean Mltchell | S o L :

Charles Moss Duke Jr. S aigeions jo
Rlchard Franc1s Gordon, Jr

Mlchael Collms

David Randolph Scott
Yuri Gagarin

Valentina Tereshkova

Yang Liwei
Zhai Zhigang \

k] Watching and Retelling LJ

ISTEN

1. Watch the video clip “In the Shadow of the Moon”. Use the glossary below as a reference.

oasis /au'ersts/ PEIHHIAE . TFHLIT boy (HRLi) I, B, FARHE. M.
5

elevation / elr'verfn/ $#2F} the Garden of Eden /'izdn/ {#48) &

Gemini /'dzeminar/ M F2 K blessed /'blesid/ Bial), TILLIE. Withz
TH

urban pollution /'3:ban pa'luzfn/ EHiIT5 YL tabloid /'taeblord/ MEAKEFEHI /MR

hit orbit /h1t '>:brt/ FEFUE | K47 hanger /'haena(r)/ BEBMHE

grandkid /grendkid/ F#EE conspiracy /kan'spirasi/ FHiE

gallon /'gaelan/ Mt (&AL blurt it out /bl3:t/ AZERE HuME O i

cone /kaun/ (RUKIEHE) ) L ELR, [BIHR

2. Answer the questions in the following table according to what you heard in the video clip.

Questions Answers

How many astronauts appear in this video?
Do you know their names?

What bad phenomenon could the astronauts
see when they were orbiting the Earth?

Why does John Yong say it is awful for
Americans only to worry about the price of
a gallon of gasoline?

What changes happened to Alan Bean after
he returned from his space mission?

Some people still doubt the authenticity of
Americans’ moon landing. How do these
Apollo astronauts quell these doubts?

3. Watch the video again and then discuss the main idea with the group.



Vocabulary Preview

Read the words and phrases below, paying attention to the pronunciation. Put a check mark ™)
next to the words that you know. Try to understand unfamiliar words from context.

Glossary for Main Reading

Nouns

o footage O newscaster o complaint o clue O sphere O reverence
O curiosity o badge 0 mall o fragility o perspective 0 E.T.

o shift O perception 0 boost O environmentalist O protestation
o letdown o landscape O essence O exploration

Verbs

O cram O reveal O orbit O claim O count O marvel

O cite o splash o plough O yearn O resent o0 dampen

O voice O put O cease

Adjectives

O lunar O reminiscent o vibrant o humble O opening O restless

o sheer o timeless O nascent o lasting O environmental

Phrases

o wipe away O (feel) left out o sign off O compensate with O earn someone something
O give a big boost to 0 marvel at o yearn for o reach out O sum up

o bear the lessons of

Glossary for Related Reading

Nouns

O vacuum O sunbeam O milestone O cOSmos o enthusiast o donor

O spacecraft 0 outgrowth o producer o co-founder O notion O visionary
O momentum O comet o laser o lifespan O exposure o tacking

O antigravity O privateer o blast 0O mast o jack O lubber

O vision 0 millennium o flight O success O outrigger

Verbs

O propel O pop o unfurl o dub O navigate O embrace
o stretch o fire O traverse 0 encode O balance o hover

o rattle 0 haul o ball 0 unroll O investigate o rendezvous
0 demonstrate O capture

Adjectives

O triangular O shiny O romantic O planetary O anonymous 0O marvelous
O longtime o feeble o starry-eyed O interstellar O cosmic O stormy

o unpredictable o feasible

Adverbs
O barely

O measurable
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Phrases i
0 mark a milestone for o take baby steps toward o (be) worthy of i
O cut one’s teeth on

O pop out :
£
i

o stretch back to o act as o ball the jack o dry up ,
o seek to o weigh anchor in O in addition i




Understanding the Text

Main Reading

One Small Step back to Where We Started

Mark Mason

The Apollo missions were supposed to reveal the truth about the Moon. In fact,
they taught us about the Earth—and ourselves.

In July 1969, soon after their return from the moon, Neil Armstrong and Buzz
Aldrin were shown footage of the world’s reaction to the lunar landing. They saw
the US newscaster Walter Cronkite wiping away his tears; people gathered around
televisions from China to Brazil; pavements outside TV shops crammed as people
watched in awe. Aldrin turned to Armstrong. “Neil,” he said, “we missed the whole
thing.” That comment (reminiscent of George Harrison’s' complaint that the
Beatles felt left out because “We were the only ones who never had the chance to
see the Beatles™) reveals the surprising truth about the Apollo missions: they were
not about the Moon. They were about the Earth.

The clues had been there from the start, when the crew of Apollo 8 became the
first humans to leave their planet. While orbiting the Moon during Christmas Eve
1968, their real wonder
was not at the dead gray
planet beneath them,
but at the vibrant blue
sphere in the distance.
The first three men to
see the Moon up close
soon realized a sense
of reverence that they
were the first three men
to see Earth from a
distance. Witnessing an
earthrise made them feel humble. They read the opening chapters of Genesis” to a
worldwide audience of millions, signing off with, “Merry Christmas, and God bless
all of you on the good Earth.”

Over the next four years, Apollo taught us what it means to be human: in a

S
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