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Portrait of John Fryer in uniform as an employee in the Chinese government service.

Courtesy of Mrs. Roberta Anne Fryer Driver.



It is with a combination of curious feelings that this journal is commenced.
There is a mingled hope and fear ., gloom and light . anticipations of a bright
Sfuture, and occasional forebodings of ill. Yet whatever may befall, whether
pleasure or pain, prosperity or adversity . it is a joyful fact that nothing can

happen unless directed by a Father’s hand. Jesus knows all , and safe under his

guidance all will be well.

”

Opening statement in John Fryer’s “Diary of Voyage to China.
from March 10" to August 6",1861
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PREFACE

The purpose of this publication is to make available documents that bear
upon the life and work of John Fryer (1839-1928) in China and in America. This
project began in 1987, when the editor Ferdinand Dagenais began exploring the
John Fryer papers in the Bancroft Library of the University of California,
Berkeley. In 1989, Dr. Dagenais proposed that the University’ s Center for
Chinese Studies convene a seminar honoring the 1989 sesquicentennial of Fryer’s
birth. With the support of the Bancroft Library, and of Donald Shively, then
Head of the University’s East Asian Library, a broad selection of Fryer’s
translated works., letters, and publications was exhibited in the campus’s Doe
Library as a complement to the seminar presentations. In addition to stimulating
interest in John Fryer’s life and work, the exhibit was designed to display the
range of materials available in the East Asian Library and the Bancroft Library.

The East Asian Library collection includes copies of John Fryer’s Chinese
translations, mostly printed, and ten of his Chinese vocabulary wordbooks in
manuscript. The Bancroft Library holdings include a small box of miscellaneous
letters, copybooks, and other documents, a few photographs, and three large
cartons. These cartons contain a variety of manuscripts, the majority related to
Fryer’ s career as the first Agassiz Professor of Oriental Languages and
Literature at the University of California, including, in English, published
papers, lecture notes. a few letters, and some personal items.

Dr. Dagenais, then an undergraduate student in East Asian Studies, first
became aware of the John Fryer translations in the mid-1950s when Dr. Richard
G. Irwin (1909-1969) ., Chinese Cataloger at the East Asian Library, pointed the
collection out to him. At the time the collection was kept in glass cases located
out of reach, high on the north wall of the Library’s reading room in Durant
Hall. Upon learning of Dagenais’ s interest in the transmission of modern
Western science and technology to China, Dr. Irwin was kind enough to describe
the contents of the collection. He also presented Dagenais with a copy of a paper
he was working on. “John Fryer’s Legacy of Chinese Writings,” which included

a précis of Fryer’s life and a categorized list of the East Asian Library’s holdings
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of Fryer’s translations. Dr. Dagenais kept Dr. Irwin’s invaluable paper for over
thirty years, and used it to structure and describe the East Asian Library’s
contribution to the Doe sesquicentennial exhibit.

In 1928 John Fryer bequeathed his personal library of perhaps two thousand
books, his personal papers, and a collection of some five thousand lanternslides
to the Library of the University of California. In his will he stated that the
“library of Oriental books, works and manuscripts” was “to be carefully used as
a separate reference library by the faculty of the Oriental Department of the
University. ” Some of the books, now in a state of decay. including leather-bound
copies of his translations, have been merged into the general collections of the
University Library and the East Asian Library. The lanternslides, which would
have provided a valuable and perhaps unequaled photographic history of the last
third of the nineteenth century in China, cannot be located.

Examination of the John Fryer papers in the Bancroft Library in 1987 was
difficult because a detailed inventory was not available., many of the letters and
other personal papers were handwritten. and the copybook pages were beginning
to disintegrate from age and use. After first compiling an inventory of the letters
and papers, Dr. Dagenais began the work of transcribing all documents in the
collection pertinent to understanding John Fryer’s life and work. Dr. Dagenais
hoped that the inventory would prove useful to scholars and that his transcription
of Fryer’s letters would preserve the documentary record of Fryer’s life and
achievements. Once available to the scholarly community. the record would
provide primary source material for the study of the transmission of Western
science and technology to nineteenth-century China, and the inventory of papers
would complement the inventory of translations in Dr. Irwin’s paper. Dr.
Dagenais also anticipated that the digitally transcribed letters would made
available via some form of electronic media, and perhaps eventually be published.

Dr. Dagenais completed a simple inventory of John Fryer’s papers in the
Bancroft Library, but it could not include papers and letters not at the Bancroft.
There were also published items found in hard-to-find newspapers and
periodicals, which would contribute to a broader understanding of John Fryer’s
life and work. Hundreds of pages of letters, papers, publications and other items
were transcribed. To increase the usefulness of the inventory, Dr. Dagenais
decided to structure it as a calendar and to integrate salient parts of the

transcriptions. He thereby produced a document that could serve as a tool for
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understanding Fryer’s achievements in China and at the University of California
during the period 1861-1928.

This work necessarily involved a process of discovery and verification. Fryer
was meticulous in selecting those letters and copies of letters that he wanted
preserved. In several letters, he mentioned keeping a diary. but no diary or
journal has been found among the papers he deposited in the University Library.
There should be letters, or copies of letters, to and from John Fryer in other
collections in China, England and the United States. The researcher might also
expect to find references to Fryer in the diaries and memoirs of others, especially
those written by the Chinese with whom he worked at the Jiangnan Arsenal.
There should also be references to Fryer in missionary diaries and in the archives
of missionary societies that were active in China during the late nineteenth
century. Documentation of his activities should also appear in the archives of the
Jiangnan Arsenal, which have yet to be catalogued or made available.

In 2004, Dr. Dagenais discussed the John Fryer papers with Jean Han. then
Librarian for the Chinese Collections of the East Asian Library, and Dr. Peter
Zhou, the Library’ s Director. All three agreed that it would be useful to
scholarly communities in both China and the United States if Fryer’s papers
could be published in China. a country he loved and to which he had made lasting
contributions through his introduction of western scientific thought and
technology. Based on the digitized materials already assembled, they decided to
edit the documents, grouping them into three volumes: the first volume would
contain papers concerning Fryer’s first decade in China from 1861 to 1871; the
second volume would cover his work in Shanghai, particularly at the Jiangnan
Arsenal from 1870 to 1896 and after; and the third volume would focus on John
Fryer’s life and work in California from 1896 to 1928.

Dr. Dagenais was responsible for making the selection of Fryer papers from
the transcriptions he had already collected. The papers were assembled and co-
edited with Dr. Dagenais as the editor and Dr. Peter Zhou & Jik°F and Jean Han
X IV §f as associate editors. They worked for more than three years through
many drafts. To help Chinese readers better understand John Fryer’s papers,
the editors asked Hongxia 54 f£, an accomplished doctoral student of modern
Chinese history at Fudan University in Shanghai, to provide Chinese translations
and annotations to selected passages. Hongxia did a superb job. Professor Ma

Min 5ff. a respected scholar of Chinese history with an interest in John Fryer’s
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career, graciously wrote the Chinese preface.

The editors would like to extend special thanks to the Center for Chinese
Studies at Berkeley and its successive directors, Joyce Kallgren, David N.
Keightley, Thomas B. Gold, Wen-hsin Yeh Bf 30>, Liu Xin X #r. Jeffrey
Riegel, and Kevin O’ Brien for providing access to the Center’ s resources.
Donald H. Shively, late former Head of the East Asian Library, graciously
facilitated access to material in the Library. William Roberts. University
Archivist at Berkeley, searched the University Presidents’ files and the archived
papers of the Department of Oriental Languages, providing a number of
important letters concerning Fryer’s career at the University.

The editors” thanks are also extended to Professor Patrick Hanan for
sharing with us a draft of his paper “The New Novel before the New Novel—
John Fryer’s Fiction Contest”; and to Dr. Joachim Kurtz for bringing his paper,
“The First Chinese Adaptation of Mill’s Logic: John Fryer and his Lixzue xuzhi
PHE ZE 41 (1898),” to their attention. Dr. David Wright provided useful
bibliographic references and much insight through his publications. Li Yadong %=
W%, Wang Yangzong F# 5%, Han Qi &% . and Sun Banghua #) ¢ were
kind enough to provide reprints of their papers on Fryer. Mrs. Roberta A.
Driver (née Fryer) of South Africa, John Fryer’s granddaughter, generously
shared family photographs, anecdotes, and material on the Institution for the
Chinese Blind. The editors would also like to thank Rosemary Keene at the
Church Missionary Society for providing access to archived CMS letters at the
University of Manchester, and staff at the Smithsonian Institution and Stanford
University Library for providing copies of material from their archives. Finally.
we would like to express our appreciation to Xu Xing £ & for sharing her work
on her prominent ancestors Xu Shou & 7 and Xu Jianyin & % who worked
closely with John Fryer at the Jiannan Arsenal.

Every effort has been made to identify and acknowledge the source of each
item presented in these volumes. In the interest of completeness, the items in the
Bancroft Library can be identified as coming from the following cataloged
repositories

BANC MSS C-B John Fryer Papers;

BANC MSS C-F 206 Edmund R. Lyman Papers;

CU-1 Box 25:1 Records of the Regents of the University of California, 1868-1933; and

CU-5 University of California, Office of the President Records



The editors hope this collection of documents and images will encourage
scholars to identify and publish additional archival material for the study of John
Fryer’s life and work in China and America, and lead to a better understanding
of the process of technological and scientific transfer as China began to modernize

during the late nineteenth century.

Ferdinand Dagenais (&% fL)
Peter X. Zhou (JEAKF)
Jean C. Han (X W)

Berkeley, California
November 2009
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