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THE MEMORIAL ARCHWAYS OF
TANGYUE VILLAGE, ANHUI

Memorial archways (pai fang) Were sfructures prt up in feu-
dal fimes of publicize the confucian code of ethics and to Praise
charitable and pious deeds, They were often erected near temples,
graves, ancestral halls, government offices. and gardens, or at the
entrance of a street, In Tang Yue, the group of seven memorial
archways, built by the Bao clan and standing in front of their an-
cestral hall, is a rarity among such structures.

Tang Yue is a Village of She county, Part of the area Known
as Huizhou in fhe south-east of Anhui Province. It is situated near
Mt. Huangshan, world-famous for its notural beauty. Living in
an area blessed with abundant products, many Huizhou people en-
gaged in mercantile activities and as long as 700 years ago, village
ties led them to form a merchant association known as the
‘Huizhou cligue’. In the Ming dynasty (1368—1644A. D) and
Qing dynasty (1644—1911A. D), the influence of Huizhou mer-
chanfs exfended over the entire country. The Principal dealipgs
were in salt, rice, tea, the ‘four treasures of the study’ (Writing
brush, ink stick, ink slab, paper), timber, and pawn shope.

The Bao Family once confrolled the salt monopoly of the
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Liang Huai region, and as the sayings so, they were officials and
merchants who “mingled with emperors and were as rich as
princﬁs”, “Worth a million strings of cash. ” With its enormous fi-
ancial strength, the Bao family built ancestral halls and memorial
archways to praise their ancestors and increase the prestige of the
clan. Tang Yue's memorial archways thus come from an era when
Huizhou merchants Were at fhe height of their 'power and splen-
dour.

Tang Yue's archways are made of stone; the first was built
under the reign of Hong Zhi in the Ming dynasty (1488 A.D. )
Towering up, they follow a wide stone path running east fo west
from the entrance of the village. this group of archways consists of
different kinds—for offiuals, for filial sons, for those of great in-
tegrity , and for good deeds; all are filled with the flavour of feudal
ethios. From an architectural point of view,they are also structures
which have frozen in time the tremendous technical skill of China’s
craftsmen. In order tb break the monotony, a simple pavilion with
a pointed roof was placed behind the fourth archway—White Stal-
fion Pavilion. On :he_ huge beams and pillars, one sees not intricate
carving, but clear smooth surfaces on which are chiselled power—
ful and imposing characters. And on the supports and moon-shaped
beams are features of beautiful craftsmanship and iﬁgenuity (fea-
tures of beautiful craftsmanship and ingenuify ) showing the
Huizhou style of stone-carving, and presenting a stark contrast to
the pillars and beams.

The scientific and artistic value of Tang Yue's memorial



archways is attracting increasing numbers of architects, historians,

and other visitors from at home and abroad.

Written by Pao Shu-min
Translated by Andreas Sohmen-Pao
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