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e L. Learn the following Hanzi and Pay Attention to Their Pho-

netic Radicals

The green grass is so soft and tender, so please watch your step and do not trample the

lawn.

a fine day simple and easy
eye ¥&  circuit; line
spirit :9 low and degrading
%‘ ging 8 [ blue or green; young
[ : [ i
— - |
TFEFEERE T
IR BN | |
44 gingnian n. young people, youth
4 % qgingeai n. green vegetables; Chinese cabbage
F A& gingchan n. youth; youthfulness
SE . o i
7R qing 11 @] clean; clear; distinct

‘j \‘1 \‘: \“( \‘.‘ \‘$ \‘i \‘ \‘: \‘—t \‘ ‘ =
| Lt { { l-l*. /%_ m /‘%‘

## gingehu adj. clear; distinct
## aingjing adj. quiet
# ¥ qingzdo n. early in the morning
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Preface

The Chinese characters, or hanzi, can be a big headache for many foreign learners of
Chinese , especially Westerns who are total strangers to the Chinese writing system. They
may find themselves getting immediately lost in this enormous world of mysterious-
looking symbols, and begin to lose heart at the cfonfusing structures of the strokes and the
staggering huge number of hanzi. Of course, the fact that some Chinese teaching methods
are not user-friendly may also contribute to their frustration. Don’t let your enthusiasm
about China be doused by the seeming difficulty of its language, though, since now you
have this useful guidebook at hand.

Hanzi: The Chinese Characters is written in a light-hearted and friendly way and in-
tended for use as a beginners’ primer book to grant you easy access into the realm of han-
zi. In this fascinating journey led by our knowing and chatty tour guide, a panda named
Beibei, you may unveil the secrets and experience the unique beauty of the age-old Chi-
nese writing system.

On the way you will find answers to the following questions :

® What are the basic components of hanzi?

@ Do the same components always make the one and only hanzi, or can there be
more?

Why is there an order of writing the strokes?
Which is more important in memorizing a character, the stroke or the radical?
In what ways were the hanzi created as a writing system in ancient China?

In what ways are the entries classified and arranged in the Chinese dictionaries?

Is it possible to guess at the meaning and the pronunciation of a Chinese character?



® How can the memorizing of hanzi be made easier and more efficient?

Moreover, you can get to learn more than 300 most common Chinese characters with
the help of ingeniously designed exercises. Each character comes with its pinyin ( pronun-
ciation) , written form, number of strokes, order of strokes, English translation and rele-
vant words. Simple sentences and short texts appear in later lessons. It is hoped that
through this step-by-step approach you may understand how to write and use hanzi in an
efficient and congenial way. As an old Chinese saying goes, “It’s better to teach one how
to fish than to give him a fish. ” What you have learnt in this book may provide a sound
basis for your future study in Chinese, since the characters and radicals taught in this book
are already the most frequently used components of hanzi.

In order to make your learning more interesting, the book also offers some useful sit-
uations, such as a post office, a shopping mall and a restaurant, in which you can put the
hanzi you have learnt into practical use. The lessons in this book not only explain how
hanzi are written structurally , but also illustrate how hanzi can be used in real-life contexts
— perhaps that is the most effective way for you to learn hanzi.

Hanzi: The Chinese Characters can be used as a companion to the textbooks in A
21st Century Course of Chinese as a Foreign Language, and it can also be used inde-
pendently. The book is written in both Chinese and English, so English-speakers can eas-
ily find references to aid their study.

Good luck with your tour in the realm of hanzi!

Editors
January 2009
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