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PREFACE

The Silk Road through Morrison’ s Eyes

Shen Jiawei

Morrison left Peking for Luoyang, Honan province, by train on January 15, 1910 after a
long preparation, and rode to western China accompanied by his servants and two Chinese
carts. Then he began his journey along the ancient Silk Road. He planned to cross the northwest China to
get to Europe via Russia. This was the last long route journey in his life, and reflected his travel in southeast
China in 1894 which formed his ties with China. But what is different from other journeys is that he was
worthy to be a photographer for the photographs taken by himself in his last journey. He took almost one
thousand photos and wrote to Mr. Liang Tun-yen satisfactorily: “During my journey I took a beautiful series
of photographs... They will, I think, be of much interest to you for they give you a good impression of the
country and its people. Much of the scenery was exceedingly beautiful. ” Morrison himself edited a few
albums in which 658 photos that evidenced his unexaggeration were included. Almost half of those black-
and-white photos are not pleasing to the eyes of today’s Chinese people because they are just the heavy
history, but they are valuable right as a result of the heavy history!

When he left for western China, Morrison described the roads just as he wrote later: “The great trade
route which has been closed for centuries, along with which Marco Polo travelled from Khoten to Chia-
yu-kuan, has been re-opened and more caravans pass along in every year.” The Silk Road was enveloped
by massacre and chaos caused by the war for many times during the last half century. There was a chaos
even in 1896. Nevertheless, the peace had been lasting for a long time during 1910s. People such as
M.A. Stein and Paul Pelliot had travelled along the road for many times long before Morrison got there.
And Morrison was not even the first photographer who took pictures on the Silk Road from the angle of
the photographic record. Only Mannerheim, namely General Carl Gustav Mannerheim, the President of
Finland who was a headache both to Stalin and Hitler during the World War, could be mentioned in the
same breath. Mannerheim, just like Morrison, had a Chinese name, which was given to him when he was
dispatched to China by the Headquarters of the General Staff of Russia. No doubt, his expeditionary team
was firstly in charge of collecting the intelligence when it started from Andijan together with Pelliot. His

travel direction was opposite to Morrison’s, and he took more time (from 1906 to 1908) to go through the

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo



road more slowly than Morrison. His intelligence seemed not to be useful after the VF irst World War and the
October Revolution in Russia in 1917, but his scientific study record, his diaries and 1,370 photograph plates of
silver nitrate became a cultural heritage. Mannerheim also trained an amateur in photography conveniently, that
was Duke Lan who was exiled in Sinkiang and whom he got to know in Urumchi. Duke Lan gave Morrison
several photos taken by himself that are collected now in Mitchell Library in Sydney. It is a pity that only 87
photos taken by Mannerheim were published in Chinese version by Shandong Pictorial Press. There is no portrait
of Duke Lan but a group photo of Morrison and Duke Lan in that book. However, one man can be seen both in
Mannerheim’s album and Morrison’s, that is Rev. Otto of Catholic Church in Liangchow.

Mannerheim was not the earliest western photographer on the Silk Road, either. Russian was later than
British. I have a photo album taken by A.E. Boyarsky, a photographer who was then in an expedition of economy
and trade scientific study of Russia led by Captain Y.A. Sosnovsky. Boyarsky took 200 photos with heavy
glass photographic plates! They entered Peking from Mongol, arrived Hanzhongfu via Shanghai and Hankow,
then went to the Silk Road, the same route as Morrison did 35 years later. Hence, only half of the photos of
Boyarsky showed the local conditions and customs on the route. It is surprising that little had changed during
three decades, even people, two generations indeed, were not different from each other, especially beggars who
were just the same as those of 30 years ago. The year 1875 was the end of the massacre. From 1862, namely
the first year of Tongzhi, of the massacre between the Chinese and the Mahomedan, to 1873 when General Tso
Tsung-tang captured the city of Suchow and connived at the slaughter, “seeing a field littering with bodies, even
including the old, weak and women”. Over 1,100 Chinese out of 30,000 survived in Suchow when it was taken
by Mahomedan. After Mahomedan rebellion was put down, “the Mahomedan population totally in Jinji, He,
Di, Xining and Liangchow was less than a few ten thousand and the war, disease and hunger were the death of
them. That was the catastrophe never happened in Mahomedan in several hundred years” . There were nothing
but ruins and a vast expanse of barren land in the photographs taken by the Russian in 1875, and the scene did not
change in Morrison’s lens. Deducing the rest from this, the Western Troop of the Red Army killed by the local
forces led by Ma, the warlord, 25 years later, would be at the same condition. But China quickened its step of
modernization from 1900s. As a matter of fact, Morrison was a foresighted correspondent. We can see a little new
in one photo out of dozens on an average. Western style schools, steel bridges, factories and New Army emerged
like the sprouts breaking through the soil.

Though there were many westerners going along the Silk Road before him, Morrison could still claim
proudly: “I am the first correspondent who has travelled across the China Empire from Peking to Kuldja and
thence across the Musart Pass in the Tien-shan mountains to Kashgar and Russian Railways at Andijan. I rode

to the entire distance of 3,760 miles in 174 days including all stoppages. The journey cost me £ 400. Everywhere
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I was treated like a Minister and I travelled with dignity. Accounts I sent during my journey have been
published in translation in various European newspapers even in a paper in St Petersburg.”

Yes, this is the difference between Morrison and the other westerners going through the Silk Road. They
were either spies or experts on scientific study, or merchants, or holding several posts simultaneously, but
they were not the correspondents who had no ulterior motives. Morrison’s mission was to see, to ask about, to
find out what happened for the public and then reported them to the world (he preferred the telegrams to post
because the latter got to the Publishing Square in London more slowly). It was different from the photos chiefly
of the country scenes, of the villages, and of the portraits. Instead, Morrison stressed the changes of old China
during the first decade of 20th century in his stories especially in the twelve installments of his journey. In the
mean time, he reported the incompetent Chinese officials and the frontier existing only in name from which
we knew the weakness of the Qing Dynasty. Constitutional reform like a Chinese ox cart had been started with
all kinds of hardships, but it could not catch up with the rapid pace of the revolution. It was just a few months
before the Qing Dynasty’s fall when Morrison returned to Peking in 1911. He kept the last image of northwest
China under the regime of Chinese Empire.

Nearly half of the photos collected in Morrison paper in Mitchell Library relates to Morrison’s northwest
journey. Morrison himself completed the edition of the photos in five albums with the captions.The first one
(PXA202-2) included 200 photos in daily order. There are 458 photos also in daily order in the other two
albums (PXA206 and 205). We sorted out 658 photos by combining those three albums from the start in the
west of Huachow on January 26th, 1910, to Osh, the destination of his journey, on July 10th. Some of the
photos are the same, such as a portrait in three angles, or the scene in different sites. Sometimes Morrison took
three or four photos at the same time to show the scenery so as to get the picture in a wide angle. The fourth
(PXA203) and the fifth (PXA204) are the repetition of the first one. In addition, there are many copies of the
photos that were scattered in different files and they were collected in lots of albums by the Library. Morrison
had some dozens of photos enlarged with the size just like the printing paper A3 today. We noticed a set of
small photos scattering in several albums that are different from those stated above. Chinese place names were
given in those photos when developed. We put these into our book. A few photos in this book were taken by
Duke Lan and we knew this just according to Morrison’s captions at the back of the photos. As a photographer,
Morrison took photos for other people instead of for himself except a few group photos. But he kept a few
photos taken in the photo studio including the one “his riding on a horse” and some group photos of Chinese
and foreigners with him. Although all these photos about Morrison were published in the book Old China
through G.E. Morrison’s Eyes, yet we collected them in this book in order to get a complete view.

We wonder why Morrison in his edited albums didn’t include the photos of Xi’an and Honan. The first
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photo in his sorted albums was in Shenxi province when he was starting for Kansu province. The photos taken
in Xi’an, the capital of Shenxi province, and with the place captions were published in the book Old China
through G.E. Morrison’s Eyes as well as in this book. We also published some photos not used before in Old
China through G.E. Morrison’s Eyes showing Morrison’s house in Peking and his features as the starting point
of his journey.

Obviously, Morrison took some photos on the route from Luoyang to Xi’an, but he did not give the place
names for them. We did not choose them in order to avoid the mistakes though we guess that some of them
should be the right scenes.

This picture album is the sister book of Old China through G.E. Morrison'’s Eyes edited by me and I
expressed my motive in the foreword and postscript in that book. Long before I edited that book, Mrs. Helen
Lo, senior assistant editor of East History and wife of Mr. Lo Hui-min, had done her preparation for this picture
book. Hence, she edited the book of Morrison’s northwest journey on our plan. But just when I finished my
work of that book, Helen was in serious illness, and she entrusted me to continue her job. She turned over
all of the documents to me in which the most valuable was the sorted journals day by day on the basis of
Morrison’s diaries. The first paper includes two parts, one is the preliminary travel two months before his
northwest journey, the other is his main journey. There are other diaries materials in her documents, including
paper about Sinkiang and Kashgar extracted from the file “Central Asia”, memorandum on the proposed
journey of Morrison and the copies of his twelve accounts. Helen gathered many maps about this journey, too.

Helen’s proposed picture book was an academic one. She copied two books (extract), namely, Macartney
in Kashgar written by C.P. Shrine and Pamela Nightingale and On Ancient Central-Asian Track written by
Sir M.A. Stein. All of the preparation gave the facts that she was to write a deeper introduction to the photos’
background. Besides, she put the two sets of photos (200 photos & 458 photos) together in daily order after she
got the copies from the Library.

I suggested that the photos need not to be researched, just translate the English captions into Chinese and
add some additional explanation as there were complete daily edition and captions. Madam Dou Kun translated
all of Morrison’s accounts of northwest journey and she understood all situation of his journey. So she took
over Helen’s job.

We still located this book in the academic picture album based on the consultation of Dou Kun, Lin Guan-
zhen, the editor of the Fujian Education Press, and I. Captions were added on the basis of original words.
We planned to compose the lines of the same day’s diaries of Morrison beside the photos, but gave up finally
because we couldn’t get the copies of sorted diaries made by Mr. Lo Hui-min. Since 4n Australian in China

published by Fujian Education Press included the twelve accounts of Morrison’s northwest journey, readers
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who are interested in this picture album can refer to that book.

Alastair, the second son of Morrison, wrote the foreword for the two picture albums in 2005, and
we published it again here. I gave my thanks to Madam Dou Kun who agreed with me to take over this
job and finish it though she was very busy with her own work. As the designer of this book, I am grateful
to Professor Mabel Lee and Professor Nicholas Jose for their writing to Australia-China Council and
supporting me to apply for the fund together with the Library of New South Wales. The Council allocated
the fund again for the reproduction after its supporting the book Old China through G.E. Morrison’s Eyes.
The Library waved its royalty on this book and helped with the publication enthusiastically. I would like also
to thank the editors, Lin Guanzhen, Lin Lin and Lin Xiaoping, as well as the leaders of Fujian Education

Press for their great efforts to make the publication of this book possible.

From Ting Yu House in Sydney
November 30, 2007

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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( Our special thanks go to):

B2

( Australia-China Council )

BN IR QN R
( Mitchell Library, State Library of New South Wales, Australia )
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Editor’ s Note

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

The photographs in this volume are those from Xi’an, Shenxi province to Urumchi, the capital of
Sinkiang through Kansu Corridor. Almost all are the pictures of Kansu’s scenery. Morrison was
not only very interested in the natural scenes and the figures met on the way, and took a lot of pictures, but also
fascinated by the historical buildings and sites. The Chia-yu-kuan was the characteristic one. He took nearly
20 pieces of photographs and gave a minute description in his accounts for its history and the condition at that
time. Readers will be deeply impressed by the pictures as well as by his accounts.

In Sinkiang Morrison showed his understanding of northern Sinkiang to the readers day by day from the
photos of the scenes of mountains and plains, the inns, the local residents, the Yamen runners, the ruins, the old
and new cities together in one region. It is worthy to know that he took many pictures of people in Urumchi
who favoured reforms, such as Wang Shunan, the province treasurer and the famous people that were exiled
in Sinkiang, such as Peng Yichong, the editor of the newspaper announcing the reform, Duke Lan, the typical
representative of the reactionaries. Some photos taken by Duke Lan were printed in this book, too. Morrison
also paid close attention to Zhang Yinhuan who was exiled in Urumchi by Qing court after the Coup d’état in
1898. Morrison took great pains to try to rescue Zhang but was refused by Zhang then. Zhang Yinhuan was put
to death during the period of Boxers under the instruction of Empress Dowager. Morrison took the picture of
the execution site. This picture and those related are valuable for studying modern history of China.

Morrison travelled in southwest China for half a year in 1894 and played down the significance and the
result of the missionaries there. But after 16 years’ working and living in China, he paid much attention to the
activities of the missionaries in northwest China in 1910 with sympathy and admiration, especially praising
Rev. Splingaerd, the Belgium priest, by taking the photos of his former Yamen. He also kept the photos of Rev.
Preedy and Rev. Otto and their residents and schools, etc. At the same time, in his accounts he spoke highly of

their missionary work and their contribution to the modernization of the locality which is equally shown in Vol.2.
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