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Lesson Seven
TEXT
Newspapers in the West

Who won the ball game? What happened at the
United Nations? How did the critics like the new play?
Minutes after an event takes place, newspapers are on
the streets giving the details. Wherever anything happens
in the world, reporters are on the spot to gather the
news. Newspapers have one basic purpose —to get the
news as quickly as possible from those who know it to
those who want to know it.

Besides keeping readers informed of the latest news,
today’s newspapers entertain and influence readers,
politically and otherwise. Newspapers influence readers
economically through advertising. Most newspapers
depend on advertising for their very existence.

Newspapers are sold for prices that fail to cover
even a small fraction of the cost of production. The main
source of income for most newspapers is commercial
advertising. The ability to sell advertising depends on a
newspaper’s value to advertisers. This is measured in
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terms of circulation. How many people read the
newspaper?

Circulation depends. somewhat on the work of the
circulation department and on the services or
entertainment offered in a newspaper’s pages. But for the
most part, circulation depends on a newspaper’s value to
readers as a source of information about the community,
city, county, state, nation, and world —and even

outer space.

HISTORY

Modern newspapers represent the development of
man’s desire to communicate with his neighbors. This
same desire led to the development of language. The
earliest news stories were spread by word of mouth.
Battles and other important events were depicted in
pictures on the walls of caves. Then came written
languages, and news was spread by the written word.

In the time of the Roman Empire, news of the
government was posted in a series of public
announcements called the Acta Diurna ( * Acts of the
Day :') . These may have been the earliest form of the
newspaper. These systems, however, reached only a
small part of the population. The general public was
largely ignorant of the great news of the day.

After the invention of movable-type printing,
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pamphlets and single sheets announcing specific events
began to appear. Probably the first of these to appear
regularly was a German publication, Aviso Relation oder
Zeitung. It was first published in 1609.

What is now considered to have been the first English
newspaper was founded in 1622. It was called the Weekly
Newes. In England, early newspapers were concerned
mainly with commercial news. News of other events was
generally obtained incidentally from commercial sources.

The first attempt at newspaper publication in America
was made by Benjamin Harris in 1690, in Boston. His
Publick Occurrences Both Foreign and Domestick was
unlicensed,  however, and was suppressed by the
governor of Massachusetts after the first issue. There was
no further attempt at a newspaper until John Campbell
began the Boston News-Letter in 1704. The first
American  newspaper outside Boston was Andrew
Bradférd's American  Weekly Mercury, founded in
Philadelphia -in 1719. By the time of the American
Revolution there were about 35.

These newspapers, and others that followed, were
sold for around 6 cents a copy. This prevented their
hecoming newspapers of mass circulation, because in

those days most people could not afford such a price.
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Penny Papers

In the 1830’s and on through the middle of the
century the first mass-circulation newspapers in the U. S.
were founded. One of the keys to their success was their
low price.

The first successful penny paper was the New York
Sun. It was small, presented news as well as politics,
and was written in a lively manner.

Two other great newspapers that started about this
time, as penny papers, were the New York Morning
Herald, and the New York Times. Today The New
York Times is the biggest of all U. S. newspapers.
Among the other bigger ones are The Washington Post,
The Wall Street Journal, The Christian Science
Monitor, Los Angeles Times, etc. ‘

In Great Britain the biggest newspaper today is The
Times. It was called Daily Universal Register when first
founded in 1785 in London. It acquired its present title in
1788. _

On the European continent, there are Le Monde,
France-Soir, Le Figaro in France, Die Welt in West
Germany, Corriere della Sera in Italy, and others.

In Canada, there is The Globe and Mail, and in
Australia, The Canberra Times.
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NEWS SERVICES

Many newspapers maintain nationwide and worldwide
news-gathering staffs, but most depend on the great
wire services for news outside their own immediate
circulation areas.

Best known of the news services in the U. S. is the
Associated Press (AP) . It got its start as a cooperative
effort in 1848. Then there is United Press
International (UPI),  which also operates a news
picture service. .

The principal ‘British and European news service is
Reuters. It is the largest in the world, supplying news to
about 6, 000 papers. Founded in 1849 by Paul Julius de
Reuter, a German, it was originally a system for the
transmission of private commercial messages between
points in Europe and England. For points not connected
by telegraph, Reuter developed a system of
communication by rail and pigeon. Eventually, part of
the service was sold to newspapers in London. Basing his
service on his already established system of commercial
correspondents, Reuter  established  offices and
correspondents throughout the world.

Many newspapers in the West subscribe to the
services of these three major news services — Associated

Press, United Press International, and Reuters.
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. Notes to the Text

1 A SCTRT AR R 7 KA R I8, FH R HG 41 T
TR (RS, EML0) RJLEKE. £ FEmmidmi
SRR AL SCREFRAE T SR, DUROC TR R BIR &
il

2. Who won the ball game?

P77 ARERFE R AR 0M; fERE, MARRZHERL
B TSN, RMOMEER GEIREER) MEBR. A7 WESCR AR
N F BRI

3. How did the critics like the new play?

XANEA LR FH RN IR RENTEFEE R E
%2 EER RS AR LR R E AR

X 4n: How do you like my handwriting?

REMREM TR (B EarE?

AT HEXS T ARAAS R

4. Minutes after an event takes place, newspapers
are on the streets giving the details.

—PFRRR B LB, MARC 2 L T E MR -

XA AT REAT LE gk, (H PG Jy Hh AR S R T 1 it A LA
R ARMAAGT, T4 A KK HEOCOREEE, F
o548 (Extra).

5. on the spot  {EFlg

6. Newspapers have one basic purpose —— to get the
news as quickly as possible from those who know it to
those who want to know it.
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A AR AT 45 nT iRt & R A ) 1] 2R DL

R CEAHMT, MRERE T RKTE. KA
fhaEXERHRK, FEREBUAEEN TRMBAFTHT
Bt 48R, JSPRMRER A RE T £, B RFAIE, VR
i L EZES -

7. Besides keeping readers informed of the latest
news,  today’s newspapers entertain and influence
readers,  politically alnd otherwise.

1) besides f£iX H i Arial, g% A “riE + S
i+ AR PERIE R R

2) keep someone informed B iFE {5 A HIEE (ff
Bl o keep 9 VP & A 4 ? informed i Zf i
inform A EAK?

3) keep the readers informed of the latest news B}

11m% FERE: E N W shia, inform ) VP 2 -

FE

inform someone of something

5 4n : The local government informed people of the
coming of the hurricane.

b7 BRI R T K MBI A i

XA ) iR keep R i F, #jE:

The government kept people informed of the coming
of the hurricane.

HAT, ROLXFER A RS- AR
RAZEI 2 - - 4718.

Lao Xu told us about the seminar.
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EHRAHT 2 E RS T RAT

XA A A

We were told about the seminar by Lao Xu.

4) politically and otherwise  fEB& b AIH A 7 ifi

XEARIE A, B influence .

8. Most newspapers depend on advertising for their
very existence.

very fEIE AR I 5 thé, this, that, my, your,
their 553 FIR B 1fi 2 A wf, R sEiE<H. FRE AN
AL R R AR, M%7 L. fihn:

Why, this is the very book I've been trying to find.

MEWF! X AE % FARRAIACA A

B XS EN: ZRIRRER) SRR A S 9k
7, B ZBARARL I R

9. Newspapers are sold for prices that ...

WAL - R B .

that 5| G770 2 & i prices #5E 1K A

10. ... that fail to cover ...

fail EHE N “REEME), AERN “HRIL.

11. The ability to sell advertising depends on a
newspaper’s value to advertisers.

—FARAR BT IR R RE B R XA
YA {E an el

12. This is measured in terms of circulation.

XA RATHOR B 21

®ik i) in terms of fEULEN “MRHE. M.
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13. Circulation depends somewhat on the work of the
circulation department ...

somewhat AJYEAURISEIE, BEH “—&JL, JLar,
B, AR R A

14. ... and on the services or entertainment offered
in a newspaper’s pages.

1) services 54k FIRMEAEH RS . ME . HE%
=H.

entertainment fl China Daily (M 7 ik, bt
Mt b AR ik 4

2. offered in a newspaper’s pages & ™Mt 4 45H, 1E
HHam? B—4.

15. But for the most part,

Ht FEmE, -

XA A somewhat (R4 L) T&-

16. ... a newspaper’s value to readers as a source of
information . ..

- FARERAE A TRE R IE X T A M g -

BREEXRMAMENEERBEZ DML, GEEMG M
Z, MrEHsEE.

17. This same desire led to the development of
language.

n[ & 3] lead to H)fHEE.

18. The carliest news stories were spread by word of
mouth.

B R HB R R L AR O5 ) R B Y.
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i spread (AL TY L IRATE B (F) M =
RS LEACE

19. ... were depicted in pictures on the walls of
caves. '

- A 7 BE i A i A

20. Then came written languages,

MR R AR A BiETE, IHEME?

21. the written word (7

-4, word Hf EOE K.

22. the Acta Diurna % H K3

BRI T, WA UE Acts of the Day

23. the general public /A%, -ME %

24. be ignorant of something Xf 4= JG il

25. movable-type. printing {7 E[lkil

26. - pamphlets and single sheets announcing’ specific
events

iX B announcing specific events {445k, &4
2

27. the first of these to appear regularly

XS R B /B SR O (PR R R
1) these = these pamphlets and single sheets

i

2) to appear regularly BAFEE AN A AR, B

)

these
28. Aviso Relation oder Zeitung
G B, HEE AR
29. What is now considered to have been the first
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English newspaper was founded in 1622.
1) 84, wm%ﬁﬁ”ﬁ*&ﬁﬁ%,ﬂﬂﬁﬁ
ﬁT%W@ what A JEEE AR A AT ok BN
i34y (is now considered fil was founded) [ 115 % &1t
7
2) X H! consider [} VP &
consider something to be something
5 n . People consider Weekly Newes to be the first
English newspaper.
XA R A p st
Weekly Newes is considered to be the first English
newspaper.
Moy ) f b to have been the first English
newspaper J&: AN U515 to be the first English newspaper
Mse s 8 A E U R IR Mot 219 il
' Pele (DI F), 7% %4 2 Ekizsh51) is considered 7o
have been the best football player in the world.
DUFIRR A A 8 2t S d FE L BKi2 B Bt
XH, {#Af] to have been (§4JE) 1fiiJfl to be (F71E
&) ARG T OB DRI 2R, R R Bk AR A
HEE T
30. the Weekly Newes
newes J& news PR 0Ei 37N
31. In England, early newspapers were concerned
mainly with .commercial news.
zhiA) %15 be concerned with & f "X+ -7
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