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Chinese folk toys, with a long history
and widely spread regional range, can be
divided into several categories based on their
materials such as mud, wood, grass, palm
leaf, bamboo and cloth, etc., which constitute
a crucial part of Chinese folk arts. Because of
the common materials they applied, a broad
production areas covered from villages to
towns and various craftsmen of wide range
of ages, they are with plentiful kinds and
diversified styles. Chinese folk toys have
intimate relationship with local customs and
cultural concepts, therefore possessing
distinctive native features and sentimental
implications, which not only exhibit the
cultural concept and aesthetic standard of
Chinese people but also have a profound

aesthetic significant and value. This
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book gives an elaborate introduction to
Chinese folk toys with numerous pictures,
hoping the audiences can have a better
understanding on the traditional Chinese

culture and folk toys.
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General Introduction on Chinese
Folk Toys
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Toys are called Shuahuo (play goods) among the folks, especially
applying to amusement. Those traditional toys played on the street
by ordinary people not only reflect Chinese folk culture and customs
but also contribute as an important category of Chinese folk arts and
handicrafts.
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> History of Folk Toys

Amusement constitutes a relaxed and
beautiful side of human beings’ lives.
So to speak, men live through their
childhoods with the companion of various
toys and plays in which their humor,
wit, mischief and joy can be released
adequately and their sadness and pains
are also transferred into joy and delight.
Men are not only capable of playing but
also the genius of producing toys. The
history of toys is as well the epitome
of creativity of human beings and the
outcome of the development of society,
technology and culture.

According to the record of

archaeological excavation, the history of

o BEJ/NEE (HiAERER)

Little Frog-headed pottery basket (Neolithic Age,
approx. 10,000-4,000 years ago)
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Little red pottery house (Neolithic Age,
approx. 10,000-4,000 years ago)
It was excavated from Pi County, Jiangsu
Province, with a height of 8.3 cm, square-
shaped, and with a pavilion roof and protruding
eaves, with an opened door on one side and
windows on the other three sides. The concaved
dog motives were carved on the four sides of the
roof and the external walls. It is a delicate and
vivid work and might be appreciated or played
by the deceased before, according to some
experts' opinions
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Chinese toys can be traced back to the
period of primitive society, 6,000-10,000
years ago. The historical relics excavated
respectively from the Peiligang in
Xinzheng County and Egou in Mi
County, Henan Province, and Hemudu
Ancient Cultural Relic in Zhejiang
Province, indicate that the products
made of mud, pottery, wood and bone,
with similar styles to the toys of latter
generations, had appeared seven thousand
years ago. The same objects also can be
found in the basins of Yellow River and
Yangtze River as well as many ancient
sites in the northern areas. The primitive
toys share the same construction and
origin with the ornamental tools and
harnesses, like the various strung
ornaments made of shells, colorful stones
and bones, excavated from the Cavemen
Site in Zhoukoudian, Beijing (approx.
18,000 years ago), which were probably
also with the function of toy at that
time. There are other Neolithic stone or
mud toys unearthed from the Yangshao
Ancient Cultural Site in Banpo Village,
Xi’an City (approx. 5,000 B.C.-3,000
B.C.) and Hemudu Ancient Cultural
Site in Zhejiang Province (approx. 7,000
years ago), like some children’s tombs

found in the site of Banpo Village, Xi’an
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Human-shaped pottery
sculpture (Neolithic Age, approx.
10,000-4,000 years ago)

Excavated from Tianmen, Hubei
Province, it was pinched into human
shape by fingers, as the trails of
the fingers' nip and press can be
clearly seen on its body. It very much
resembles with today’s folk pinched
mud toy and is with an obvious
amusement function.

City, in which the stone and pottery balls
buried with the dead should be children’s
toys before their death.

At the early age of many toys’
production, they were generally used in
the ritual ceremonies or served as some
kind of conceptual token, or applied
to play some daily functions, e.g. in
Dawenkou Ancient Cultural Site in
Shandong Province, the ceramic pig
with distinctive decorative feature was
unearthed in 1978; and the ceramic
goat, tiger, fish, turtle, human figures
of the Shang Dynasty (1600 B.C-1046
B.C.) were also excavated in Erligang,
Zhengzhou City, Henan Province.
According to the record in the Heaven
Doctrine of Chuang Tzu, there was a Chu

dog, an animal shaped vessel bundled
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with straw, which was mainly used in the
ritual ceremonies, but also with the trace
of toy production.

In the Shang Dynasty, the
smelting technique reached its peak.
A little bronze box cover, by 6 cm*4
cm, was excavated from the middle
level of the Yin Ruins in Anyang City,
Henan Province, on which there are
four-character inscription of “FAE#H
F7. Experts assumed that “Bf” was the
name of a little girl, and “7%" meant

play. Although the paired box and its
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Pottery pig (Neolithic Age, approx. 10,000-4,000 years ago)

Excavated from Hemudu, Zhejiang Province, with a height of 4.5cm and a length of 6.3cm, it was pinched
by fingers, with short legs and a long mouth, as well as a rounded sagging belly, seemingly running. The
modeling is accurate and lively which is the portrayal of a homebred pig of that time and with an obvious

playing function.
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Pottery cock (Eastern Han Dynasty,
25-220)

content were not found yet, it could
still prove that the toy especially made
for children had appeared at that time.
In the Eastern Han Dynasty
(25-220), folk toys had a great
development and were traded on the
market. According to the Ritual and
Music Volume of the Book of Han,
categories like artificial head, artificial
mask, kite, bamboo horse, etc., had
already appeared in the Han Dynasty.
Bamboo horse was a toy with a horse-
shaped painted head cut by a cardboard
which was inserted into a crack at
one end of a long bamboo stick and
then tightly bound with thread. The
earliest record referring to clay toys
was firstly written in the Chapter of
Luxury of Qianfu Lun, by Wang Fu
of the Eastern Han Dynasty, “...some
are made into clay carriage and pottery
dog, or horses and performers, all of
which are the tools used to tease kids.”
In 1970, a pottery cock was unearthed
at the Five-Mile Temple in Baoji City,
Shaanxi Province, with a height of

15 cm, raising its head and comb and
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Pottery camel (Eastern Han Dynasty,
25-220)
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Pottery hoopoe (Eastern Han Dynasty,
25-220)
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Pottery animal heads (Eastern Han Dynasty, 25-220)
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stretching out its neck, with two feet
straightly standing on ground and a
beautifully drooping tail, which gives
out a plain and adorable image.

In the Sui Dynasty (591-618)
and Tang Dynasty (618-907), it was
the stage in which Chinese feudal

economy developed greatly. The
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Colored pottery dancing lion (Tang
Dynasty, 618-907)

Being excavated from Astana, the Xinjiang

Uygur Autonomous Region, with a height of

12cm, it expresses the lion dancing played by
two men. The upper parts of the lion’s head and

body are connected while the two men’s four

feet appearing from the below, which looks the
same as today's lion dancing.

handicraft industry and commercial
activities prospered; urban economy
flourished; and the lives of residents
tended to be diversified. So the quantity
of toys’ production and trade was in a
large number and the kinds were also
varied. There are not only quite a few
historical material objects but also
abundant records in some literati’s
notes and local historical books. Many
funeral pottery toys including chicks,
dogs, little human figures and little
dustpans, etc., with various types and
of delicacy, were excavated from the
Child Li’s Tomb of the Sui Dynasty
in Shaanxi Province. The bird-shaped
pottery whistle of the Tang Dynasty
was unearthed in Hunan Province, with
a little head and rounded belly where
a hole was made to be blown and
produce the sound. Besides, according
to the Gai Yu Cong Kao, by Zhao Yi
of the Qing Dynasty (1644-1911):
“Kids play with the tumbler pasted by
paper and shaped into drunkard, empty
on the inside and solid at its bottom,
never tumbling though being pushed

and rotated...according to Tang Zhi
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Yan, it already appeared in the Tang
Dynasty, named Liquor Mustache, and
was a wine set for urging people to
drink.” It is a gravity toy, called roly-
poly, also named tumbler, and already
appeared in the Tang Dynasty which
was used to urge others to drink. It is
generally made into an oval figure,
with a little light head and a big heavy
bottom, which can erect after being
bent over. Roly-poly is usually drawn
into the appearances of kid, old man or
government official which are made by
mud, cloth, and paper, etc., with a little
piece of lead within its body.

By the Song Dynasty (960-1279),
the folk toys were blooming along
with the highly developed commercial
economy and appeared in the domestic
lives of city residents. The toys of
this period of time were rich in kinds,
including clay sculpture toy, porcelain
toy, bamboo toy, etc. The painting
Itinerant Pedlar of the Song Dynasty
describes almost a hundred kinds of
toys, which indicates that there were
stalls especially selling toys at that

time. Records of the Dreaming Lives of
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Yellow glazed porcelain Yellow glazed porcelain Glazed pottery deer
horseman (Song Dynasty, horse (Song Dynasty, (Song Dynasty,
960-1279) 960-1279) 960-1279)
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Red and green colored horse (Jin Red and green colored crouching OX
(Jin Dynasty (Kin) and Yuan Dynasty,

* ARFD (£xhH)

Dynasty (Kin) and Yuan Dynasty,

1115-1368) 1115-1368)



