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Preface |

The bronze mirror, the earliest bronzeware in China, is a branch of ancient culture of Chinese
bronze. It was originated in the Qijia culture of the late Neolithic Age. The evolution of the bronze
mirrors lasted through the whole ancient society in China, which bares marks of politics, economy
and culture of those ages. Even in the Qing dynasty with popularity of glass mirrors, bronze
mirrors were not replaced completely.

Bronze mirrors bare even richer cultural contents compared with bronze ritual wares of the
dynasties of Xia, Shang and Zhou. In those days, no matter noble or ordinary people, their daily
life to dress could not do without bronze mirrors. The exquisite patterns on the back were not only
pleasing to the eye, but also admired by people today. These patterns deliver the information of
religious thinking, esthetic concepts and daily life of that time. The workmanship of bronze mirror
is so exquisite like those bronzewares for ritual ceremonies. All the techniques of bronzewares
were used to cast those mirrors like double-layer mirrors with openwork of the Warring States
period, mirrors with portrait patterns of the Han dynasty, animal-grape mirrors, horse-game
mirrors and figure-pattern mirrors of the Tang dynasty. These ancient bronze mirrors were so good
as all kinds of bronzewares concerning casting and decorative techniques. The 4000-year history of
bronze mirror as a daily-used bronze craft indicates the evolution and development of the ancient
Chinese bronze culture.

The Research Institute of Chinese Bronze Mirrors was established last year as a non-profit
and non-governmental organization. The purpose of the institute is to commit research into the
culture of ancient Chinese bronze mirrors. Mr. Di Xiubin, chairman of the Zhejiang Zhongxiang
Group, was nominated the first chairman of the institute. Mr. Di has a rich and quality collection of
bronze mirrors and as well promotes research of bronze mirror culture with all his possibilities. As
the chairman, Mr. Di has launched the website and published the first magazine entitled “Chinese
Bronze Mirrors”. This year, through Di’s cooperation with Zhejiang Provincial Museum for this
exhibition, he organized more than 300 pieces of bronze mirrors selected from collections of
members of the institute. Most of the mirrors are shown to public for the first time. The exhibition
tells the whole development history of Chinese bronze mirrors and each mirror is the best example
appreciated by both collectors and audience. During the exhibition, the first symposium of the
bronze mirror culture will be held by the institute.

It has been the 9th year for the series of “Private Collection Shows in Museum” since the

exhibition “Home Treasures: Private Collections in Zhejiang Province” organized by the Zhejiang



Provincial Museum. In 9 years, this exhibition series has gradually developed into a brand show
of the Zhejiang Provincial Museum and its influence is well-known by museums all over China.
The bronze mirrors shown in this exhibition come to our museum from both North and South
provinces. The success of the exhibition suggests a new standard of organizing shows for private
antique collections which enhanced public enjoyment and appreciation.

The catalogue “Light Today from Ancient Mirrors” edited by the Zhejiang Provincial

Museum is published for audience and researchers of bronze mirrors together with the opening.

Chen Hao, Director

Zhejiang Provincial Museum



Preface 1l

Oriented from the Neolithic Qijia culture, the ancient Chinese bronze mirrors dated back to
over 4000 years. The study of the bronze mirror history indicates the close relations between its
scheme patterns, casting techniques of a certain period and social ideology, aesthetic preference
and craftsmanship in the same periods. But bronze mirrors there were few kinds of Chinese
antiques developing for thousands of years.

This exhibition selected 300 best pieces from collections of our council members of the
Research Institute of Chinese Bronze Mirrors. These mirrors represent this special art of all
historical periods from the dynasties of Shang and Zhou, Spring and Autumn period and Warring
States period, through the Western and Eastern Han dynasty and dynasties of Sui, Tang, Song,
Yuan, Ming and Qing. The most of these mirrors are displayed to public for the first time with
relatively high value for academic research. Our selection of these exhibits focused on the cultural
meaning, rich decorative patterns and perfect outlook. We tried our best to select the most
representative ones from top quality collections for a best display of all aspects of the beautifulness
of Chinese bronze mirrors.

Mr. Luo Zhenyu, a well known scholar, said in his book “Catalogue of Ancient Mirrors”,
“besides mirrors, nothing bears combinations of three nice things: exquisite modeling, decorative
inscriptions and elegant poetic wording”. His remarks tell us what is beautiful art of bronze
mirrors. Walking into the exhibition hall, you can easily tell the unique beauty of bronze mirrors
from the celestial animal mirror, dragon-tiger mirror, geometric-pattern mirror, animal-grape
mirror and figure-and-story mirror. You may find from patterns of the mirror the soft and light
hair-like lines, the appearances depicted realistically or exaggerated grotesquely, the gestures
of jumping and fighting or looking each other with admiration and expressions of fierceness or
affection.

Ancient people never knew how the mirrors look today but we know the mirrors today once
used by ancient people. Today, though bronze mirrors were out of use historically the mirror art is
still shining its beauty. The art of bronze mirror is an important branch of Chinese bronze casting
culture, which is significant to Chinese history and world histories of art and metallurgy. I believe
all the public will recognize ancient Chinese bronze mirrors as a classical art.

On behalf of the Research Institute of Chinese Bronze Mirrors, I would like to express my
sincere gratitude to the Zhejiang Provincial Administration of Cultural Relics, Zhejiang Provincial

Museum, Zhejiang Daily Group for their great support to this exhibition. The Zhejiang Provincial



Museum, a well-known museum at home and abroad, gained its success in collection and
preservation of relics, education of historic knowledge and cultural exchange. The Zhejiang Daily
Group, the first media group on the stock market, played important role in promoting the great
prosperous development of culture in Zhejiang Province. Since the establishment of our Research
Institute of Chinese Bronze Mirrors, we concentrated on steady and constant works on collection
and research for a healthy and well-organized development. After the exhibition, many people will
understand more of the bronze mirror and love the art of it, and gradually start their collection and
research with us. I believe this exhibition must promote bronze mirrors research and collection in
China. I sincerely wish great success of “Light Today on Ancient Mirrors, Selection of Members

Collections of the Research Institute of Chinese Bronze Mirrors”.

Di Xiubin, Chairman

Research Institute of Chinese Bronze Mirrors
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