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The Tales of the Old Villas Under the Camphor Trees
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Due to its ongoing diversity, Shanghai continues to attract and
hold the attention of the world, which in turn makes possible the
uniqueness of old Shanghai architecture. The streets, the buildings,
the avenues of platanus acerifolia, the villas behind the garden walls
make Shanghai unique, where the architecture of the west and the
east meet, and melt together as one.
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The history of Shanghai from the late 19" century into the early 20®
century, makes the city romantic, elegant, sophisticated as well as
mystical, and leaves one intoxicated and enchanted. The architecture
of old Shanghai, just as Zhang Ailing remembered about the moon
in her hometown some 30 years before, makes one nostalgic, The
tales of the old houses and villas of Shanghai continue to bring that
history back.
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The tranquil Xing Guo Road is located in the west of the city,
serving as the demarcation line between Chang Ning and Xu Hui
districts. Starting with Hua Shan Road in the north and ending with
Middle Huai Hai Road in the south. The northern part of the road
was paved in 1920, by filling in the river, and the southern part was
carried out 13 years later, named Route Remi after the secretary of

Conseil dAdministration of the time, in 1944, it was renamed after

Xing Guo, Jiangxi Province and used today.
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Walking along this quiet road at night, with the street lamplights
rendered dim by the branches of the ancient plane trees, the quiet

Xing Guo Road is modest, with all of its pride locked up in the pages.
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the 120-year-old camphor tree
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Since the beginning of the 20™ century, the building still radiates its
former glory. A building with a story is more than the building itself.
To meet the story here and now, one can read through these pages and
to understand the city better.
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The celebrated international five-star Xing Guo Hotel, lies right on
the northern tip of the street, at No.78, placed within the centre of the
former consular district, with the Yan’an elevated highway a mere
30-minute drive to Hong Qiao International airport, and a 55-minute
drive to Pu Dong International Airport with 10-minute drive to the
commercial centre of Xu Jiahui, along with shopping, food and
entertainment districts are all easily accessible. Covering an area of
133,300 square meters and floor area of more than 20,000 square
meters, the entire compound occupies the majority of land at far end
corner of Xing Guo, Hua Shan and Hu Nan roads. At the beginning
of the 20" century, the area was originally fields west of Luo Yun
river. After the Concession authority built Route Remi, in 1932,
foreign companies succeeded one another in building villas within
the compound, serving as the residences for their Taipans.
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Still today to a majority of people in Shanghai, the Xing Guo Hotel
carries with it some mystery. This mystery might be attributed to the
fact that as early as 1950s, Xing Guo Hotel Villa One was home for
Mao Zedong and his wife, Jiang Qing. Today Villa Eight set within the
centre of the compound is a leading venue, where summit meetings
between the Shanghai Municipal leaders and foreign dignitaries are
held.
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When walking through the grounds, one has the impression that
you are visiting a museum with the array of buildings, ranging from
the early European style along with British influenced garden style
houses, architecture combined Chinese and Western styles, or of Art
Deco style. Apart from Villa One, another two notable buildings Villa
Two and Villa Six which were built in 1925 and 1922 respectively,
and have been listed by the Shanghai Preservation Department.
These three European style villas are part of the 13-villa complex
within the main Xing Guo compound, amongst which are Villa One
and Villa Six by Butterfield & Swire, for their senior employees with
references to the architectural styles of Britain, Germany, France and
America respectively.
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Walking into the grounds, one might be surprised at the expanse of
garden that greets you. Wherever you look, your eyes are met with
rolling green grass and towering trees. Here you find hundred-year-old
trees are of no rarity. Right there in the depth of the woods, lie a
number trees and plants. One escapes the intensity Shanghai beyond
the walls of Xing Guo in this calming green environment.
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The Xing Guo Hotel has been staged many a moving story over
the years. Today, with the characters long gone, the buildings are
just like old dreams made still and timeless, allowing one to catch
a glimpse of the past and to savior the former lifestyles, Perhaps

a sip of tea, with the singing of the birds and the fragrance of the

grass in a garden setting.
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78, Xing Guo Road
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Listed by the Shanghai Preservation Department
in 1994 as an Historic Site.
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a panoramic view of Villa One



10 Historcal Vilas of Xing Guo Hotel 3¢ B 7B

MERBREIESEANER, BB EERkaXaIEESEERN
%U%@F@tl:, EEEINER. XE—ENEHMEREFRRAIT=IIX - B
B - BATR LTS, tR{EREAREZHN—EREFHE.
Villa One is in itself an imposing building and a contrast to the surrounding
villas, its spacious platform and tall floor render it striking. This unique
building, is the most well known garden villa which was designed by Sir
Clough Williams-Ellis.
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The beauty and charm of the building has not waned, despite being some 70 years
old, though time has rendered the originally copper roof into verdigris green, which
is in harmony with the surrounding camphor trees and platanus acerifolia trees.
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Villa One was built in 1934 and intended as the residence for the Taipan of
Butterfield & Swire. It was originally named Hazelwood after a house built in
1860s on the Bubbling Well Road ( West Yan’an Road today ) with an unknown
reason. Now it is the Villa One in the Hotel, also known as the Small White House.
It is the representative of Shanghai Neo-Classicism architecture, a two-story brick
building with a floor area of 1,647 square meters.

/DR, —SEENIIETHANBNNESH: BEBADFT, XB8—

FBLAESKIVBARZY P ENMCHREEST; HPENIIG, XEXMN
NRERDRTBE, BRXEZNHEBEH - TATREXES BT
HIONUEZRNEA, EEFB. AREHLBIROIE TR, B2IE, b



