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On Villas

Villa can be called individual enjoyment resort, it is the
place to enjoy life rather than only live in it, the second
home rather than merely a house. Except for the basic
function of "a place to live in", it is more a senior residence

reflecting the living quality.

Baidu Encyclopedia

Seeing from the viewpoint in Baidu Encyclopedia, villa
stands for people's ideal living conditions, which must be
perfect and poetic. A friend bought a villa in Overseas
Chinese Town, she sent for a designer who told her at
once where to dispose the shoe cabinet, which style should
be applied and how to design the kitchen. The designer
professionally answered her questions , but she thought
there was something wrong though she couldn't find the
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problem. So she turned to me, I told her:"The key point
is that the designer can only solve problems but can't help
you create a new living style." Nowadays this phenomenon
is common in the design circle, take-ism, plagiarism
and copying ready experience in the West become the
inevitable choice in the process of development. As a
designer, I think the process is necessary in design field,
after all there is more profound understanding toward high
quality life in developed counties. But too long a course
is the laziness of mind. We learn from the West how to
cognize and popularize high quality living, but at last we
should come back to ourselves and create lives in our own

wisdom.

In reflection, I find the unconfident toward our traditional
outlook derives from our breaking off or absence of
memories of the past. We have been poor for too long
time that we can't realize what a high level our ancestors
had reached both in material and mental field, that we
are physically and mentally insensitive to the essence of
traditional culture and even ruin trample them at will.

Recently I visited the classical gardens in Suzhou on work,
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I found they are amazing and astonishing in my present
understanding and insight. Now we can't reach ancient
people's level in the pursuit of living wisdom and humanism.
In other words, most Chinese people regard Suzhou Gardens
merely as a series of parks in social value, they can't realize
villas in them, which are somebody's mental shelter and a
breeding ground for culture development. So I think Suzhou
Gardens is one of the highest word. To create a new Oriental
life, we should take the way of coming back to the traditional,

finding something new in it and recreating it.

Above I talked something about "imagery"(art), then
I'll come to my appreciation about "strategy". In recent
years I design villas, I talked most about "What's the most
important element in villas", that's to say, the answer lies in
rich landscape resource. "I built my house near where others
dwell, and yet there is no clamour of carriages and horses...
I pluck chrysanthemums under the eastern hedge,and gaze

afar towards the southern mountains" These are our Chinese
people's ideal life conditions. A villa is meaningless if it can't
meet people's need in this aspect. Nest comes the courtyard,
indoor environment and landscape in a villa,they are a small
living cosmos in itself, a realistic space which is concrete and
natural. Here, people are interactive with the building, space
and gardens, they can both live in a comfortable villa and the
natural world. The last comes to the building pace itself, the
transparent and expendable space bring the beauty of visual
balance and spacial layering, the aesthetic enjoyment comes
from it can't be achieved in flat building or apartment in

bustling cities.

There are too much to say about my understanding and
experience on villas, the cognition becomes richer in social
advancement and life experiences, I believe all are on the way

of development.

— Haoze zone
Han Song
January, 2012
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The Fake Culture of Design

In this materialistic era, we start to explore the essence of

culture.

More than thirty years of reformation and opening up
to the outside world produce substantial achievements.
However, along with the development of the country and
the living standards of people, traditional culture begins
to deteriorate. With an overall survey of the modern
world, the inheritance of fine culture disappeared, and the
mutual trust of people faded away. It is hard to imagine a
nation with no culture and no moral base line. A society
with no cultural inheritance can not last long. Social evils
fighting for money and personal interests would emerge in
an endless stream out of the people with no belief and a

society with no social moralities.

It is the moment that people’s personal interests get
impaired that people realize the importance of culture.
Thus both government officials and common people call
for culture and explore the connotations of culture. And
in this process there can be fickleness and the anxiety to
achieve quick success and get instant benefits, quite a lot
of fake cultural phenomena showed up. As far as China’s
urban construction and interior decoration are concerned,
there appeared a lot of worthless products. Thereafier
stereotyped urban construction and interior designs
appear all over China. And the results out of this are that
the difference between cities is only confined to the local
languages aspects. Cities do not have their own styles, not
to mention their own local culture in real sense. Such kind
of real fake cultural construction and interior designs have
become a disaster. Perhaps in the future our descendants

would take our society with no culture as a laughing stock.
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When you open this book, you can find the products by many
modern design masters and the maiden works by promising
voung designers. For myself who calls a spade a spade, I
recommend the readers who buy this book to eliminate the
false and retain the true and absorb the essence and maximize

the values of this book.

New classic, new oriental and post modern are all names that
designers classify their own works. Actually a design work in
real sense comes from life and is above life. In that sense, an
interior design work that is divorced from life is a worthless
work. The appearance of these works not only disgraces the
designers, but also disgraces Chinese culture. Unfortunately

there are many so-called designers in China!

There are many brilliant works included in this book with
fine conceptions and coherent color applications. There are
still elements from modern life in the designs that convey
the connotations of classicism. Only such kind of designs
can be remarked as excellent works. I am quite fond of
this kind of design works. We do not impose originalities
in these works. Inheritance is the most important thing. We
can start reformation well when we can inherit well. There
can be failures in the reformation, but there will always be
inheritance. If we start innovation but discard inheritance, no

one would need such kind of works.

While composing the preface for this book, I still have the
motive to recommend this book. There can be worthless
things in the book, but there is countless gold. It can be great
fun to search for gold. It can be very exciting when you find
out gold. It would be worthwhile to buy this book just for the

passionate search.

Xiao Aihua
2012-Feb-17
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British style reflects a kind of elegant and dignified residential space as a gentleman. The house is a
perfect interpretation of the owners' traditional literacy, rigorous character.

Come into the indoors, people can find a main theme from the entrance, kitchen, dining room, to the
living room. The dark wooden walls and beige soft leather bag matched with each other very well. The
brown pattern fabric, sofa, living room carpet enriched the living atmosphere, which is calm and not
stuffy.

The second floor is a private lounge area, and the spacious living room enhanced the bedroom,functions.

Man of the house can be sitting here reading the newspaper early in the morning, and the hostess can
be carefully selected her clothing from the locker room. Double wash basin can be used for two at the
same time. A master bedroom and study, children's room were also set on this floor. Equipped with dual
independent suites, each region has its own use of space, so that people can live more convenient and
comfortable in their daily life.
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A workshop, a nanny room, and a recreation room are in the basement. A
pool table placed in the center of the entertainment room, as this activity
is loved by the elegant gentlemen, and they will come to demonstrate their
skills with friends, while playing also chat about the topics beyond pool.
Separate collection room and the bar is the master'favorate, and he can invite
a few close friends here to share their precious collections and explore fun
of collection, and taste their wine collection from many years ago—all of
which can show the owner's personal charm and quality of life.
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