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SOME BASIC FACTS ABOUT SHENNONGJIA

As one of China’ s well-known virgin forest zones, Shennongjia,
which covers an area of 3 250 km?, is situated in the northwestern part of
Hubei province, at 109°56" ~110°58" eastern longitude and 31°15" ~31°57’
northern latitude. With a broad range of high and precipitous terrain in the
eastern side of Mount. Dabashan of Qinling Mountain System, the forest
region of Shennongjia, that serves as the watershed between Yangtse —
China’s longest river and Hanshui — Yangtse’s largest tributary, is nick-
named as “the roof of mid-China”, because its top mountain known as the
highest peak in central China rises up to 3 105.4 meters above sea-level.

With an idea of introducing Shennongjia to the friends both at home
and abroad, the Higher Education Press of China has published this book
entitled Shennongjia which breaks down into the following major six
parts:

1. The age-old and mysterious mountains;

2. A green treasury;

3. A natural zoo;

4. The unique site of tourist attraction;

5. A museum of mountain forest culture;

6. A flourishing new forest region.

With lengthy written descriptions and 424 nice photos, this book will
show, in an extensive and systematic way, all the details about Shennongji-
a, including its natural appearance, bio-resources, history and culture, lo-
cal conditions and customs, and social development. The book is attached
at its end with a Chinese-Latin bilingual name-list of the plants and animals
mentioned in the book. The book therefore contains not only the explana-
tion of the basic natural and social facts about Shennongjia, but also a col-
lection, so far the biggest, of large amount of colourful pictures and art
works, thus making this book an important one of its kind for a better un-
derstanding of Shennongjia.

As legend goes that the age-old Shennongjia is the place where the Yan
Emperor, whose name is Shennong Shi, one of the earliest ancestors of the
Chinese nation in ancient times, erected the scaffoldings for collecting
medicinal herbs. Shennongjia, which means Shennong Shi’s scaffolding in
chinese language, is therefore used to name this place in commemoration of
China’ s oldest generation.

With high mountains and a dense forest that have been confined for a
long time in history, large areas of Shennongjia still remain primitive and

full of vitality. Owing to very little damage received by this area in the
glacial era, the existing more favourable conditions have made Shennongjia

a cradle of various species of plants and living beings. In addition, Shen-
nongjia is also a mysterious world full of natural puzzles, especially the rid-
dle of the wild men and many other local folklores. It has become an ideal
place for human beings to explore the nature while at the same time coming
back to the embrace of the great nature.

Forest of Shennongjia mainly consists of broad leaf forest and conifer-
ous forest. Its vegetation, climate and soil possess visible characters of ver-
tical distribution zones. Generally speaking, areas below the elevation of
1 500 meters are within the mixed zone of subtropical evergreen and decid-
uous broad leaf forests, and the soil in this zone is of the type of mountain
yellow-brown earth; areas between the elevation of 1 500 and 2 600 meters
are in the zone of temperate deciduous broad leaf and coniferous forests and
their soil is bronze; and areas between the elevation of 2 600 and 3 105.4
meters are in the zone of cold temperate evergreen coniferous forest and the
soil is of dark-brown forest soil.

There are in Shennongjia 2 800 different species of higher plants in-
cluding their infraspecific taxa, and 730 different kinds of fungi. Among
about 1 100 kinds of woody plants which are in great abundance, about 150
are big trees. Listed by the Chinese government, there are 50 precious and
rare species available in Shennongjia that are under special protection, such
as dove tree ( Davidia involucrata) and its variety Davidia involucrata
var. wvilmoriniana, spruce ( Picea neoveitchii), peony ( Paeonia suffruti-
cosa var. papaveracea ), as well as Deinanthe caerulea. Also found in
Shennongjia are some 52 Chinese endemic genera of seed plants, and 500
species of plants that are of important pharmaceutical value. In addition to
the main medicinal plants such as Chinese angelica ( Angelica sinensis),
Ligusticum sinense, the rhizome of Chinese goldthread ( Coptis chinen-
sis), and dangshen ( Codonopsis pilosula and Codonopsis tangshen ), the
most importand discovery in Shennongjia of two series medicinal herbs
named “Seventy-two Qi of herbs” and “Thirty-six Huan-yang of herbs” is
of most effective clinical practice by doctors of surgery, internal medicine,
gynaecology, and orthopaedics as well.

Among the 700 wild flowers that are of higher ornamental value, ten
genera are the representative ones which are characterized by large variety,
wide distribution and colourful appearance. They are azalea ( Rhododen-
dron ), lily magnolia, strawberry bush ( Ewonymus), viburnum, primula,
impatiens, lady’ s slipper ( Cypripedium ), orchids ( Cymbidium ), lilies
(Lilium ), and iris. There exist in Shennongjia many over-a-hundred-year-

old trees, e.g. Keteleeria davidiana, firs of Abies fargesii and chensien-



sis, Sabina squamata, Sabina squamata var. wilsonii, Ginkgo biloba,
Emmenopterys henryi, and Hovenia acerba, all of which are rarely seen in
other parts of China. It was particularly found in this area a Keteleeria da-
vidiana , well-known both at home and abroad for it is more than 900 years
old, 36 meters high, 238 cm in diameter at breast high, and looks like a
huge pagoda.

The thickly forested mountains of Shennongjia are the excellent

dwelling places for wild animals. Based on the rough statistics, there are in
Shennongjia some 342 varieties of wild vertebrates, including 69 mammals,
192 birds, 29 reptiles, 17 amphibians and 35 fishes. About 54 varieties of
precious and rare animals, so far discovered in Shennongjia, are now under
the special protection by the state government. They are goldenhaired
monkey ( Rhinopithecus roxellanae), south-China tiger ( Panthera tigris
amoyensis), south-China leopard ( Panthera pardus fusca ), musk deer
( Moschus berezouskii ), Chinese otter ( Lutra chinensis), Aquila chrysae-
tos daphanea, white stork ( Ciconia ciconia boyciana ), golden pheasant
( Chrysolophus pictus ), Syrmaticus reevesii, and giant salsmander
( Megalobatrachus davidianus) . Another unique phenomenon that is still a
natural puzzle about Shennongjia is the unusual discovery of 20 odd species
of white or albino animals in this area, such as large numbers of white
bears, white-haired monkey, white antelope, white tortoise, and white
snake, etc. .
In order to protect the forest ecosystem of Shennongjia and preserve the
rare germ plasm, the provincial government of Hubei approved on March
Sth, 1982 the application for establishing “Shennongjia Nature Reserve”,
which is 700 km? in area. It was again approved by the State Council of
China on July 9th, 1986 that Shennongjia became the national nature re-
serve for forest and wild animals. In 1990, a decision was made jointly by
UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization) and the International Coordination Council for Men and Biosphere
Planning that Shennongjia Nature Reserve be accepted into the internation-
al protection network for men and biosphere, a project of international co-
operation for making the men and-biosphere planning. Further on, it was
listed in June 1992 by the World Bank that Shennongjia Nature Reserve be
the base for Studies on bio-diversity conservation.

In addition to the abundance of bio-resources, Shennongjia also enjoys
magnificent natural landscape. Among the 40 odd wonderful scenic spots in
Shennongjia, there are some famous ones respectively nicknamed as “the
heavenly gate over the cloud”, “the stone forest amid cloud and rain”,

“Hong Ping Gallery”, and “the flatland on high mountains”. With many

places of historical interest and cultural relics, there unearthed in Shen-
nongjia great amount of stoneware and fossils, which are of importand val-
ue for the research on both the human activities in ancient times and pale-
ontology. A written fairy tale entitled “the Story of Dark”, discovered in
1984 in Shennongjia, has been highly praised by the people of literary and
art circles as an epoch-making poem on the mythical history of the Han na-
tionality of China. The book, which contains many folklores with typical
local flavor, has composed a unique culture for mountain forest, also known
as the primitive circle for the mountain forest culture. This has become one
of the components of the history and culture of the Chinese nation.

Like a glittering and translucent pearl, Shennogjia has now become an
incomparable natural garden, because of its exceptional natural environ-
ment, diversified bio-resources, age-old customs and culture, and pictur-
isque natural scenery, which are existing in great harmony.

During the process of China’s further openning up and reform, Shen-
nongjia has been making headway for its own protection and development
by setting up the national nature reserve areas and creating many tourist
spots. With many well-known tourist attractions nearby, Shennongjia has
now become a center of a tourist rim. These places of tourist attractions in-
clude the Three Gorges of the Yangtse River, the native place of Qu
Yuan—a world — wide famous man of letters in ancient China, the birth
place of Wang Zhaojun—one of the most beautiful girls in China, Shennong
Brook—a well — known scenic spot in Badong County, Wudang Moun-
tain—the holy land of China’s Taoism, Shiyan—a city where China’ s
biggest auto — industry is located, lLongzhong—an historical place where
Zhuge Liang, a famous Chinese strategist in ancient times once lived for
quite a while, as well as Suizhou City—the native place for Shennong Shi,
one of the earliest ancestors of the Chinese nation.

In the past ten years, about 400 000 people, including some 15 000
scientists, scholars, writers and artists from both home and abroad, have
made trips to Shennongjia either for professional studies or for sightseeing.
In order to make progress in its economic and social development, Shen-
nongjia is now seeking opportunities for cooperation with partners from
both inside and outside China to tap the area’s tourist potential and to make
Shennongjia into one of the world’s key nature reserves, an important base
for scientific research, and a ideal summer resort as well. May this age-old
mountain with vast area of virgin forest make due contributions to the civi-

lization and progress of mankind.
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Drawing shows Shennong tasted medicinal herbs

Drawn by Li Weiqing
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