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Part One

Basics of Writing



B—E &
Chapter 1 Diction

fiEE, BNEAE A, REHESUSIERN M. 1T 85
M A shFkRE £ CE A, SRR IEE R, Al 70 J7#)
W, (BB — ek I, e S0l SHEF 2
AN RAE O, X ATFE=E AR, m
AR T R RE R AR R A M 4510,

Diction, the choice of words, is the foundation of good writing.
It can make a great difference in the effectiveness of a whole piece of
writing. The English language has a very large vocabulary, over 700,
000 words, but only a small part of it is used by ordinary people for
ordinary purposes. To choose the right words, we should use them to
express exactly what we want to say. It requires a large active

vocabulary, and a basic knowledge of diction may be of help.

1. Levels of Words A I & 4%
WRWHE LA 8 =2 BEE,. — BHBEND KE
Words can be classified into three types: formal, common, and
colloquial. ,
o A B A S & T, e RS A Gl B AE SO
iEﬁ?ﬁiiﬁ% WEHIELE A =R =ALEEY, KE T
A ohn T, Bl i IR H ARG, BRAIEA &R R H .

Formal words may also be called learned words, or literary words.



They mainly appear in formal writing, such as scholarly or theoreti-
cal works, political and legal documents, and formal lectures and
addresses. Many such words contain three or more than three syllables:
most of them are of Greek or Latin origin. They are seldom used in
daily conversation, except for some special purposes.

MATRERAE IR, 764 RS 1 i B9 iei 2 — ik A3

Common words, on the other hand, are the words that people
use every day and appear in all kinds of writing.

A — 2wy F E T R A e Ak A RiE, A M T ERL
A, 1R EERTICR AN EE RIS, B0 e if
B, BAT A A, RERN IR b E (IR & i

WEOEIE ). HATFE A0 KIE, euts ( 57), guy (K fk ) fithooker
(i)

There are also words which are mainly used in informal or fa-
miliar conversation. They seldom appear in formal writing, and in
literary works their main use is to record people’s thoughts and
dialogues. They are usually short words of one or two syllables and
most of them are of Saxon origin (i.e., not borrowed from Greek,
Latin, or French). We may call them colloquial words, such as guts
(meaning courage), guy (man), and hooker (prostitute).

X = AR, BT R ndE sl — B S T & R
G, ERDHTEXSE, BRIEAER KR

Thus there are three levels of words, which are all words of Stan-
dard English. Common words are good for all kinds of writing, while
colloquial words are seldom used in formal writing, unless for spe-

cial purpose or effect.



egl:

If the human mind was a strictly logical device like a calculat-
ing machine, it would deal with words simply as names of categories,
and with categories as essential tools for imposing order and system
in a universe which otherwise presents itself as an unsorted chaos of
sense stimuli. But human reaction to words, like many other human
behaviors, is also motivated by irrational impulses such as those we
label love, hate, joy, sorrow, fear, awe, and so forth. Whenever the
users of a language evince a fairly uniform emotional response to a
given word, that response becomes part of the connotation, therefore
part of the standard meaning of the word in that language. While the
bulk of the vocabulary doubtless consists of words that carry little or
no perceptible emotional charge (lamp, book, read, subtract, through),
there are nevertheless a good many that produce reactions of various
colors and shades, with voltages ranging form mild to knockout force.

— Louis B. Salomon

BEGERA =T, MARTFICK, M HEHWE %, 1™,
B MG, flogical device, categories,imposing, stimuli,
motivated, evince F1 perceptible %55 {EiX B F A FE A HE 2
FIER, FAXERITHR - HRERNNE, FEAES LR
i AE TR A

This paragraph is rather long and complex in structure, but there
are only three sentences; there are in it quite a few formal or learned
words, such as logical device, categories, imposing, stimuli,
motivated, evince and perceptible, etc. Long sentences and formal
words are appropriate here because the paper, which discusses a rather

complex question, needs them to be theoretically clear and exact.



eg2:

A year later and somewhat better equipped academically, young
Bell returned to Scotland. After working for a time with his father, he
began teaching speech at a boy’s school. His free time was spent in
studying abroad. As he studied the human voice and the vibrations
that went to make up sound, he found that the voice was not a simple
thing. So he continued his studies and his teaching until at the age of
twenty-three when he moved with his family to Canada.

— American Men of Science and Invention

TEX B F B, BR T equipped academically Ff1 vibrations % /% {a] k.
POESh, HART AR — A, mF b — B,
BRI AR T E R iE S X BTN E, B E R
Tl

In this paragraph, except two words such as equipped academi-
cally and vibrations are a little formal, all the words are commonly
used words. The sentences are much shorter and simpler than those
in the preceding paragraph. Such vocabulary and sentence structure

fit the content of the paragraph to describe a person.

eg3:

You have your tension. Sometimes you come close to having an
accident that upsets you. You just escape maybe by a hair or so. Some-
times maybe you get a disgruntled passenger on there, and start a big
argument. Traffic. You have someone who cuts you off or stops in
front of the bus. There’s a lot of tension behind that. You've got to
watch all the time. You're watchin’ the drivers, you’'re watchin’ other

cars. Most of the time you have to drive for the other drivers, to avoid



hitting them. So you take the tension home with you.
— Studs Terkel

X A — AR VUAYER > R IE. A A S AR A AR O
&, 1l there’s, you're, by a hair or so, on there, cuts you off £ you got to
. B Al R R R ER T ICIE 2 — M TR,

This is part of a talk given by a Chicago driver. He uses very
colloquial words and expressions like there’s, you're, by a hair or so,
on there, cuts you off, and you got to. But most of the words he uses

are common words.

2. The Meaning of Words & X
2.1 Denotation and Connotation 7= X 53 X

) SCAPIA T 2 SCHIER . A SRR R0 8 3, TR 25
AR, AR T B AR, R SO B %R S A
W Z e R R GRS B UL g NIENRAIERAE,  filn,
home, house, habitation #l dwelling & 1] A48 %, Fr. {H/2 home %4
MR iR, FFEMERR, EARSKATEARE, L2
MFRZ1E.

The meaning of a word has two aspects: denotative and
connotative. Denotation is a word’s core meaning; it is what it liter-
ally means, as defined by the dictionary. Connotation, on the other
hand, is the implied or suggested meaning of a word; it refers to the
emotional response stimulated by associations the word carries with
it. Home, for instance, means by denotation a place where we live,
but by connotation it implies warmth, security, love, and comfort. So
home is different from other words like house, habitation and dwell-

ing by its connotative meaning.



2.2 Synonym discrimination [ X ¥ #t

[F] i) A 1:

country: refers to an area of land and its population and government
nation: emphasizes the people of a country.

state: refers to the government or political organization of a country.
land: refers to a country or region, less precise but more literary and
emotive than country.

eg:

an island country; neighboring countries

In area, China is the third largest country in the world.

a peace-loving nation; the awakening nations of Africa

The modernization program has won the support of the whole nation.
state organs; state-owned enterprises

China is my native land.

] S im] HEAT 2:

big: large in physical size

large: slightly more formal and may be used to describe things that
are unusually big, more emphatic than big

huge: extremely large, is more literary than big and large, and is
more emphatic than large

small: is objective

little: used to imply a feeling of fondness

a big / large city; a big / large house

Wauhan is a very large city in Central China.

The team has got a huge man over two meters tall.

They lived in a small town.



eg:
[ can never forget the /ittle town where I spent my happy childhood.

[l iR BEAT 3:

conflagration: a big fire

blaze: the sudden shooting up of a flame, often connotes eagerness
and happiness.

eg:

A conflagration that almost destroyed the City of London in 1666.

A comforting blaze roaring in the fireplace.

3. Idioms A&

FE 2 1 E BT A, IR 30—, SR U A AT IR RS
B ofe R S, DR R A LAY LR AL T A

An idiom is a fixed group of words or phrases which mean some-
thing different from the meanings of the separate words. Like Chinese,
English is also rich in idioms. The following types of idioms are

most common:

V. + prep. putup with (&2, 25%)
bump into (Al 0L, &)
look forward to  ( )
do without (&% - L17)
come across ({518 )
v.+prep+n. fishin troubled waters ( J7K#%fA )
rake over the coals ( T 7 )
sell down the river ( ¥ A )
fall from grace (K7; BAVE)
lead by the nose ({EE#EMFHIAN)



n. + prep. + n.

prep. + n.

as...as

pairs of words

sayings

a straw in the wind ( S0\ )

the apple of one’s eye (% B )

like a fish out of water ( HIfAE /K )

in a world of one’s own ( JNEE; £ HTE)
in abundance ( FEEM, RFHK)

on the air (7E) %)

atlength (fJg; 1HZ0HIL)

with flying colors (I, HEHE)
burn one’s bridges (B Z A1)

eatone’s words (BF )

smell arat (HHEH)

slip one’s mind  ( RIRKAT)

goto the dogs (FE%; KM AT )

as easy as pie (M%)

as good as gold ( HIURL; AIEH)
asblindasabat (FAIF)

as poor as a church mouse ( — 3L 4NYE )
wear and tear ( J7FE; iFE)

high and dry (RSLTC1E; SHERRLE)
touch and go ( —filiRl% )

in black and white ( H4LRF)

No pains, no gains. ( —4M#ks, —4rIk)
A stitch in time saves nine. ( KB —4%& JUE)
Believe it or not. ({5 ANMFEHAR)

Like father, like son. (f EXSHEHT)



FRETE TG A S 1R ER G AR HL Bz, AT LU 5 Wk
THA, EEPES 0. HAeE AR, 2E JELHEICH
se 1, KEB OB R IFEGER OWE, o] UEXHEPE A, F—/)
AR AR IE, A1/, G0 all hell broke loose, & 45 K1
I3k, #3644, XA canned goods, MEEERE L. 2. FEZHIE
HE L, RNEHEEA R, fWas pretty as a picture ( $i £ 414 ) flraining
cats and dogs ( i KW ), HIFDH.

Idioms are frequently used in speech and writing. They help to
make one’s language sound natural and idiomatic. But in using them
an English learner should remember the following two points: (1)
most idioms are informal or colloquial in style and can be mostly
used in conversation; but a few are slang and should be used with
care, such as all hell broke loose, meaning big trouble. Also canned
goods, meaning boy and girl; (2) many idioms have become clichés
and are no longer fresh or interesting, such as pretty as a picture and

raining cats and dogs, and should be used sparingly.

4. Figures of Speech 18 &

HEATR, XL E2UK, HE XD BEBRE L,
KATRERAT RN AR, BIENTIEL. AMHFATH, L0
LHREREIL-FIEKT, A XN BEBRAE - HHRE", #
T Hem Rk, daEE &

If we say, “ The girl can swim,” or “The little boy is singing
merrily,” we are making literal, plain statements which give mere
information about some facts and nothing more. But when we say,
“The girl can swim like a fish,” or “the little boy is singling as merrily
as a lark,” we are not speaking literally, but figuratively. Such com-

parisons are called figures of speech.



